KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

April 5, 2026 Easter Day
9:00 am

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through
him all creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no
partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to
everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred
words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the
feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are
astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim
the good news of God’s endless love.

W Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold.
PRELUDE Festival Processional arr. Douglas Wagner
WELCOME

¥ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

T OT O

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font

o

Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside still waters.
We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We
thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you.

C You guide us to springs of the water of life.

P Jesus Christ, you are the faithful withess who accompanies us on our journeys. We give
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy
and sorrow. Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

T O

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you.
You guide us to springs of the water of life.

T O

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.
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* GATHERING HYMN ELW 365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today EASTER HYMN
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1 Je - sus Christ 1s r1is’n to - day, Al = le - lu - 1

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - lu - ial

Al

Al

3 But the pains which he en - dured, - le - lu - 1

4 Sing we to our God a - bove, /f-x le - lu - ia
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al\-——/' le - lu - ia!

un - to Christ, our heav'n-ly king, Al - le - Iu - ia!

our sal - va - tion have pro -cured; Al - le - Iu - ial

praise ¢ - ter - nal as his love; Al - le - Iu - ia!

SRS == =

l — I ¢ [’I‘

| | | T\w 1 |

N | | .
e e s R e |
EEess .= —"

J oo K ! ' I‘\/T' I S
who did once up - on the cross, Al = le - lu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ial
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!
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suf - fer to r1e - deem our loss. Al - le - Iu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - Iu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. Al le - Iu - ia!
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T GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -
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7 CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW S140 This is the Feast
Refrain
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7 PRAYER OF THE DAY

A O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every
day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.
(Please be seated)

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

Reading Colossians 3:1-4
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire focus
and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.

L A reading from the third chapter of Colossians.
f you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things

that are on earth, 2 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. * When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

L  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

@ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S142
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le -1lu - ia.

% GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news:
Jesus is risen!

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

fter the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the

other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3
His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. # For fear of him the
guards shook and became like dead men. continued...
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5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for | know that you are looking for
Jesus who was crucified. ¢ He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the
place where he lay. ’ Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my
message for you.” 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his
disciples. ° Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took
hold of his feet, and worshiped him. ° Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and
tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
T HYMN OF THE DAY ELW369  Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia! ~ LILANFAIR
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the stone, the watch, the
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bat - tle won.
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glo - rious king!

Christ has burst the gates of hell.
Where, O death, is

now your sting?
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raise your joys and tr1 - umphs high; sing,

O heav’'ns; and earth, re - ply.

gt ¢

Lo! The sun’s e - clipse is oer. Lo! He sets in blood no more.
Death in vain for - bids his rise; Christ has o - pened par - a - dise.
Once he died our souls to save; where your vic - to - ry, O grave?
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5 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’'n!

Praise to thee by both be giv’'n.
Thee we greet triumphant now;
hail, the resurrection, thou!

6 King of glory, soul of bliss,
everlasting life is this:
thee to know, thy pow’r to prove,
thus to sing, and thus to love!
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% AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,

and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
A Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let
us pray for the needs of all creation.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Merciful God,”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C Amen.

7 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A Following his resurrection, the Lord Jesus breathed peace upon his disciples. We share
in this peace of Christ in the Church today. The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.
(Especially greet the children and youth.)

ANTHEM Good, Good Father arr. David Angerman
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OFFERING PRESENTATION LBW 66
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a fore-taste of the feast to come.

pres- ence, and give us

OFFERING PRAYER

P

C

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

&

COPYRIGHTS

| AM THE BREAD OF LIFE Contributors: Suzanne Toolan © Tune: 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: based on John 6 and 11 © 1966, 1970, 1986

GOOD GOOD FATHER Anthony Brown, Pat Barrett CCLI Song# 7036612 © Capitol CMG Paragon (admin by Capitol CMG Publishing)

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS003917
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% POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, + bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING

HYMN

DISMISSAL

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

- ing.

Al - le-lu - 1a,

Thine Is the Glory

Postlude on “Maccabaeus”

al - le-lu

ia.

Next Page

arr. Jason D. Payne
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? SENDING HYMN ELW 376 Thine is the Glory JUDAS MACCABAEUS
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