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 Please stand as you are able.  
Congregation responses in Bold. 

 
 

PRELUDE                               The Church’s One Foundation               arr. James Michael Stevens  
 

WELCOME 
 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
C Amen. 
 
P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
 another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

C Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 
 We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy 
 on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been 
 found. Amen. 
 

P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to 
 save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins 
 are forgiven! 
C Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                    Next Page 
 
GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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 GATHERING HYMN    ELW 504          A Mighty Fortress Is Our God         EIN FESTE BURG  
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  KYRIE     ELW S184                     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
 church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them stead
 fast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 
 enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 now and forever.  
C Amen. 
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LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time                                        
 

PSALM 46 
 L   A reading from Psalm forty-six. 
  
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
  though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, 
  though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
  God will help it when the morning dawns. 
6 The nations are in an uproar; the kingdoms totter; 
  he utters his voice; the earth melts. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
8 Come, behold the works of the Lord; 
  see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
  he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 
10 “Be still, and know that I am God! 
  I am exalted among the nations; I am exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
  

L    Word of God, word of life.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     ELW S188 
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GOSPEL   John 8:31-36 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that 
sets people free from sin.   
 

J esus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 

They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  34 Jesus answered them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have 
a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.”  
 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                         Pastor John Futterer 
 

ANTHEM                                       The Church’s One Foundation                   arr. Hal H. Hopson 
 

The congregation is invited to join the choir on verse 5 printed below. 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostles’ Creed  
 A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of  
  the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
  again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He  
  will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

A Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
 creation.  
 

 As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.   
 

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace.”  
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
C   Amen. 
 
 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A The peace of Christ be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
 

OFFERING 
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the plate 
at the communion rail when you come forward for communion.  Please ask an usher if you have 
any questions. 
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 OFFERING PRESENTATION    ELW 186                     Create in Me a Clean Heart     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
   Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides 
  for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C  Amen. 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance 
to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion 
this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for  
  you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:   
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the   
  forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.   
 Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

     Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  ELW 742         What a Friend We Have in Jesus             CONVERSE  
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 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be 
 your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask 
 this in Jesus’ name. 
C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The God of righteousness, 
 who gives justice to the oppressed, 
 who gives food to the hungry, 
 who sets the prisoners free, 
 ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 

SENDING HYMN                              For the Fruit of All Creation                                   Next Page 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

POSTLUDE                                                  A Mighty Fortress                                   arr. David Cherwien  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COPYRIGHTS  
A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD  Contributors:  Lutheran Book of Worship  Text  © 1978 Augsburg Fortress 
FOR THE FRUIT OF ALL CREATION Contributors:  Graham Kendrick © Make Way Music 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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SENDING HYMN   ELW 679             For the Fruit of All Creation                      AR HYD Y NOS 
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