KiMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

September 21, 2025 15th Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 am

Congregation responses in Bold.
WELCOME

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Inthe name of the Father, and of the #+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P Inthe mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING SONG Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks Next Page

GREETING

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one
another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to
the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

PENTECOST 15 PAGE 1




GATHERING SONG

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks

ALLELUIA No. 1
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PsAaLm 113
L A reading from the Psalm 113.

! Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord; praise the name of the Lord.

2 Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore.

3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to be praised.

* The Lord is high above all nations and his glory above the heavens.

>Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high,

6 who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?

’ He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap,

8 to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.

9 He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children.
Praise the Lord!

L Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Luke 16:1-13
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is commended by him
for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are less creative and diligent in their
stewardship given that they are managers of a far more valuable household.

hen Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges

were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2 So he summoned him
and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear about you? Give me an accounting of your
management because you cannot be my manager any longer.” 3 Then the manager said to
himself, ‘What will | do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? | am not
strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. # | have decided what to do so that, when |
am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ ® So, summoning his
master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ¢ He
answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and
make it fifty.” 7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred
containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.” 8 And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this
age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. ° And
| tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone
they may welcome you into the eternal homes. ° “Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful
also in much, and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. ! If, then,
you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? 2 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you
what is your own? 3 No slave can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and
love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
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SONG OF RESPONSE You Are My Vision Rend Collective
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace.”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend.

C Amen.

SHARING OF GoD’s PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING

The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the
plate at the communion rail when you come to the altar for communion. Please ask an usher
if you have any questions.

OFFERTORY Dwell in Me Marty Parks
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| Repeat ending
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OFFERING PRAYER
P Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to

us.

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides

for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to
receive the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to
your seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers;
or you may continue to use the pre-packaged Communion elements which are available
from the ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive
Communion this morning, know that we are glad you're here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the

glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION
P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

COMMUNION SONG What is This Bread? Frederick & Jean Baue
1. What is this bread? 4. Yetis God here?
Christ’s body risen from the dead: Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear.
This bread we break, This life we take, In mouth and soul He makes us whole—
Was crushed to pay for our release. Christ truly present in this meal.
Oh, taste and see the Lord is peace. Oh, taste and see the Lord is real.
2. What is this wine? 5. Isthis for me?
The blood of Jesus shed for mine; | am forgiven and set free!
The cup of grace Brings His embrace. | do believe that | receive
Of life and love until | sing! His very body and His blood.
Oh, taste and see the Lord is King. Oh, taste and see the Lord is good.
3. Sowhoaml|,
That | should live and He should die
Under the rod. My God, My God,
Why have your not forsaken me?
Oh, taste and see the Lord is free.

PosST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His

Grace.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION

P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit *F bless you and give you peace.
C Amen.

COPYRIGHTS

YOU ARE MY VISION Eleanor Henrietta Hull, Mary Elizabeth Byrne, Rend Collective CCLI Song# 6054533 © 2011 Thankyou Music Ltd (admin by Capitol CMG Publishing)

I'LL FLY AWAY Albert E Brumley, Sr. CCLI Song# 26399 © 1960 Brumley Music Heirs (admin by ClearBox Rights, LLC)

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, GIVE THANKS Contributors: Donald Fishel Words and Music International Liturgy Publications

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SAS003917
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SENDING SONG

I'll Fly Away

Brumley
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