KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

May 3, 2026 Fifth Sunday of Easter
8:30 am

Congregation responses in Bold.

GATHERING Music Happy Day Ben Cantelon, Tim Hughes

Verse 1 Verse 2
The greatest day in history When | stand in that place
Death is beaten You have rescued me Free at last meeting face to face
Sing it out Jesus is alive I am Yours Jesus You are mine
The empty cross the empty grave Endless joy perfect peace
Life eternal You have won the day Earthly pain finally will cease
Shout it out Jesus is alive, He's alive Celebrate Jesus is alive, He's alive
Chorus Bridge
And oh happy day happy day Oh what a glorious day
You washed my sin away What a glorious way
Oh happy day happy day That You have saved me
I'll never be the same And oh what a glorious day
Forever | am changed What a glorious name, Hey
(What a glorious glorious day) .
(I'll never be the same) Ending . .

What a glorious glorious day

I'll never be the same

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to
love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life
with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

COPYRIGHTS

FIRM FOUNDATION Jamie Harvill, Nancy Gordon CCLI Song# 1355753 © 1994 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (admin by Integrity Music)

ONE BREAD, ONE BODY Contributors: John Foley Text and Music: © 1978 John B. Foley, S.J., and OCP

SOON AND VERY SOON Andrea Crouch CCLI Song# 11249 © 1971 Bud John Songs, Inc. (admin by Capitol CMG Publishing)

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.
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Reading Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables so that the apostles could be
free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of
God'’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

L Areading from seventh chapter of Acts.

illed with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and

Jesus standing at the right hand of God. % “Look,” he said, “l see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” °’ But they covered their ears, and
with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city
and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man
named Saul. > While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” ¢ Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” When he had said this, he died.

L Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his disciples. As the one through
whom God is known, he promises to go before them and act on their behalf.

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.

J esus said to the disciples: ! “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe
also in me. ?In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so,
would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place
for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there you may be
also. 4 And you know the way to the place where | am going.” ® Thomas said to him, “Lord,
we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” © Jesus said to him, “I
am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.” 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ° Jesus said
to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? ° Do you not
believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that | say to you | do not
speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. !! Believe me that | am
in the Father and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works
themselves. 2 Very truly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that |
do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because | am going to the Father. 3| will
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. * If in my
name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Pastor John Futterer
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SONG OF RESPONSE Firm Foundation Jamie Harvill, Nancy Gordon
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SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE
A The peace of Christ be with you.
C And also with you.
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING SONG

Create in Me a Clean Heart
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

Nicene Creed

continued...
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

He has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
A Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us
pray for the needs of all creation.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Merciful God,”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
C Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin
to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C Amen.

C Most merciful God we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name
of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the plate
at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an usher if you have
any questions.
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to use
the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to the
Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

COMMUNION SONG One Bread, One Body Rend Collective
Refrain 2 Many the gifts, many the works,
One bread, one body, one Lord of all; one in the Lord of all. Refrain

one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
gathered to one for all. Refrain

1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
woman or man, no more. Refrain
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PosST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
Grace.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, *F bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

SENDING SONG Soon and Very Soon Next Page

DISMISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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SENDING SONG
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