KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

March 15, 2026 Fourth Sunday in Lent
8:30 am

WELCOME

7 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

C Amen.

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

O

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.

PsALm 23

READING Ephesians 5:8-14
L A reading from the fifth chapter of Ephesians.

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the
light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, °
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. ° Try to find out
what is pleasing to the Lord. ! Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather,
expose them. 2 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 3 but
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

L Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God.
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SCRIPTURE SONG You Who Are Thirsty Barbara Ross

_CHORUS
2 — f PR— p—— T — ]
| | | | | T | | y | I [ — | I p 2 |
. ¢ JI T i T
= [4 - G- o 4 [4 - hd [4
You who are thirst -y come to the well and drink from wa - ters flow - ing.
5
o) ; | N |
)’ A )y — I I — I N 1 N | ]
V af | | | | | | | | il | [ | | I < [ — | I 1/ | p 2 |
O o S I, o 1 & [l e e T
= 4 o & v 4
You who are hun - gry, come to the bread and eat of His hol - i - ness.
9
g— ' ' — — i | ' — 1 ! i i —]
%ﬁ—d—‘—r -I &  — i—‘—r -! - &—] ={ =| - — é| |
You who are tired, find rest. You who are weak, find strength. You who are thirst -y,
14 1 12,3 VERSE
0 \ |
A — —_— — % 2l | = i —— = I
[ fan | | | | N | el O] | [ | & I @ | |
A | I/ 1 | Il | 1 P b 1l | |
o ¢ ¢ o g o ° ¢ I
come to the well and drink. drink. He will free - ly
20
7 — P T —1 f > — T —
i 24— <
Q) I — ! 14 | — | I
feed all of them who are weak. He will quench the right - cous thirst of
26 Fine D.C. al Fine
JQ | |y | Il | Il
V af | [y I — | Il | i1
S C— | i % I — fl
J o___ o o o
all who hum - - bly seek.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Sung)

C Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us, and we remember the
promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. So we
share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our bonds of
peace around the table of the King.

P The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you—eat and remember the wounds
that heal, the death that brings us life paid the price to make us one.

Refrain
C So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our
bonds of love around the table of the King.

P The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you—drink and remember He
drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God.

Refrain

C And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond, and to remember our call to
follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. As we share in His suffering,
we proclaim Christ will come again! And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the
table of the King.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Hereis the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive
the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats
after you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may
continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at
the entrance to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to

receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

COMMUNION SONG Spirit Song Next Page

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His

grace.
C Amen.

GREETING

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF DAY

Holy

A Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life
and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your
Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time
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COMMUNION SONG

Spirit Song

John Wimber
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GOSPEL John 9:1-41
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the
things of God.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi,
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered,
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is
coming, when no one can work. ° As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the world.” ©
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread
the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. & The neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” ° Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.”
He kept saying, “l am he.” °But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes
opened?” ! He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and
said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed and received my sight.” 12
They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “l do not know.” '3 They brought to the Pharisees
the man who had formerly been blind. * Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. ® Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had
received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now |
see.” 1 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they
were divided. }” So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was
your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” '8 The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight '° and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” ?° His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he
was born blind, 2! but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” ?* So for the second time they called the man who
had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner.” 25 He answered, “l do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that
though | was blind, now | see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “l have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 2 Then they
reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. ?° We know that
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 3°
The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from,
yet he opened my eyes. 3! We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen
to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 32 If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.” continued. ...
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34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And
they drove him out. % Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he
said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so
that | may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking
with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped him. 3° Jesus said, “l came
into this world for judgment, so that those who do not see may see and those who do see
may become blind.” 4° Some of the Pharisees who were with him heard this and said to
him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 4! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would
not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Liz Fisher

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

SHARING OF GoD’Ss PEACE

A The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

COPYRIGHTS

YOU WHO ARE THIRSTY Barbara Ross CCLI Song# 814453 © 1992 BBR (Barbara Ross) Music

SPIRIT SONG John Wimber CCLI Song# 27824 © 1979 © Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (admin by Integrity Music)

COME AND FILL ME UP Brian Doerksen CCLI Song# 630307 © 1990 Mercy / Vineyard Publishing (admin by Integrity Music)

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS003917
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OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 185

Create in Me a Clean Heart
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world

and its needs.
A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of Intercession.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad. The blessing of God, Sovereign,
+ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.

C Amen.

SENDING SONG

DISMISSAL

Come and Fill Me Up

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Next Page
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Brian Doerksen
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