N P KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

May 18, 2025 Fifth Sunday of Easter
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Meditation on “Jesus Loves Me” arr. James J. Stanley

WELCOME

@ THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

T OT O

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of # the One who was, who is, and who is to come.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us

give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people
your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give
new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love
and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new
path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these
waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified
and Risen One.

Amen.
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T GATHERING HYMN ELW 377 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! EARTH AND ALL STARS
. g .
y !
1 Al - le - lu - ia! Je - sus is ris - en!
2 Walk-ing  the way, Christ in the cen - ter
3 Je - sus the vine, we are the branch - es;
4 Weep-ing, be gone; sor - row, be si - lent
5 Cit -y of God, Eas - ter for - ev - er,
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Trum - pets re - sound-ing in glo - 1 - ous light!
tell - ing the sto - ry to O - pen our eyes;
life in the Spir - 1t the fruit  of the tree;
death put a - sun - der, and Eas - ter is bright.
gold - en Je - rmm - sa - lem, Je - sus the Lamb,
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Splen-dor,  the Lamb, heav - en for - ev - er!
break-ing  our bread, giv - ing us glo - 1y
heav - en to earth, Christ to the peco -  ple,
Cher - u - bim sing: O  grave, be o -  pen!
v - er of life, saints and arch - an - gels,
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Oh, what a mir - a - cle God  has in sight!
Je - sus our bless - ing, our con - stant sur - prise.
gift of the fu - ture now flow - ing to me.
Clothe us in won - der, a - domn us in light.
sing withcre - a - tion to God the I AM!
Refrain
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Je - sus 18 ris - en and we shall a - rise.
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Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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% CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW S140 This is the Feast

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
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al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymn of all cre - a tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev - er. A
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - 1a,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - 1a. 4 For the Lamb who was
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slain has be - gun his reign. Al -le - lu - ia.
Final refrain
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This 1is the feast of vic -to-ry for our God.
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le - 1lu - ia, al -le - lu - ia.

% PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may
know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time Deacon Liz

REVELATION 21:1-6
L A reading from twenty-first chapter of Revelation.

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet we
wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven,
new earth, and new Jerusalem.

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with
them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the
first things have passed away.” °> And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ©
Then he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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® GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S142
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Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-Iu - 1a. Al-le-lu - ia.

T GOSPEL John 13:31-35
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks of
his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the
distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.

hen he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God

has been glorified in him. 32 If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him
in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, | am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am going, you
cannot come.’ 3*| give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as | have
loved you, you also should love one another. 3 By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
ANTHEM Written in Red arr. Camp Kirkland
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Aubrey Gregory See Insert

z
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.
Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with
us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C Amen.

T SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING

We will be collecting a morning offering by "passing the plate"” the old fashioned way.
Our Council will be making a decision about whether to return to this every Sunday, or
continuing to have offering plates in the narthex for your use. Your feedback is
appreciated - please speak to Pastor John, Deacon Liz, or a council member if you have
an opinion on this part of our service. Thank you.

7 OFFERING PRESENTATION LBW 66

Let the Vineyards be Fruitful Lord
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Let the vine - yards be fruit- ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our
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seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.
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Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of all; u - nite them with the
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
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OFFERING PRAYER

P

c

Let us pray. Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with
these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with
this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world.

Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the

bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to

use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad

you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION
P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 492 Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup STONERIDGE
9 Refrain
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Eat this bread, drink this cup. Taste and see the good-ness of God.
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Bread of life, cup of love, we re-joice in your pres-ence.
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1 I will bless the Lord at all times, praise with heart and voice;
2 Look up-on the Lord, be ra-diant, nev - er turn a - way.
3 An - gels fold their wings a-round us, guard through good and 1ll.
4 Saints of God, bow down and wor - ship, bless the ho - ly name.
N4 . o Refrain
I | | .
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in m? God I glo -ry for-ev-er: lis - ten and re - joice!

God will save

n

Those who seek the

Rise to

ev - 1y

7 POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.

C Amen.

tell God’s great-ness for - ev - er,

af - flic - ion, hear

us

when we pray.
Lord will lack noth-ing; taste, and have your fill.

won -drous deeds pro - claim!
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+ POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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shouts of thanks - giv - 1Ing. Al - le-lu -1a, al - le-lu - 1a.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now
to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and
weary world.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come,
Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit,
light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 595

Jesus Loves Me!

JESUS LOVES ME
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1 Je-sus loves me! this I know, for the Bi - ble tells me so;
2 Je-sus loves me! he who died  heav - en’s gates to o - pen wide;
3 Je-sus loves me! he will stay close be - side me all the way;
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lit - tle ones to him be-long, they are weak, but he 1is strong.

he will wash a - way my sin, let his lit - tle child come in.
when at last [ come to die, he will take me home on high.
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Yes, Je - sus loves me, yes, Je - sus loves me,
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yes, Je - sus loves me, the Bi - ble tells me SO.
r3 r3 -
oy * —r—r
S | | ¥ F F
| — |' 5 F
\EASTER 5 PaGE 11




DISMISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Trinity Blessed Benton Price

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Sunday, May 18, 2025—Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, died 1160

Erik is considered the patron saint of Sweden. As king of that nation, he tried to bring peace in the region,
and to spread Christianity in Scandinavia. He was also known for his attempts to make fair laws and to
protect those who were poor or sick.

Wednesday, May 21, 2025—Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330

Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) lived an exemplary life of faith. She is also
remembered for traveling through Palestine building churches on the sites she believed to be associated
with Christ's life.

Saturday, May 24, 2025—Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; scientists
These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the wonders of God's universe. Copernicus is
best known for promoting the idea that the sun, not the earth, is at the center of our solar system. Euler
was one of the founders of pure mathematics, and contributed to many other fields.

COPYRIGHTS

ALLELUIA! JESUS IS RISEN Contributors: Herbert F Brokering, David N Johnson Tune: © 1968 Augsburg Fortress, Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress
EAT THIS BREAD, DRINK THIS CUP Contributors: Jeremy Young Tune & Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
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