KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

March 1, 2026 Second Sunday in Lent
8:30 am

WELCOME

7 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures

forever.
C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

(@ av)

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

(@ nv)

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of # Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.

READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
L A reading from the fourth chapter of Romans.

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning a
reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and
Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.

hat then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the

flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but
not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a
gift but as something due. ® But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the
ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. continued...
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13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. # For if it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. ! For
the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression. ¢ For this
reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, !” as it is written, “l have
made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed,
who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

L Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God.

SCRIPTURE SONG God So Loved Berghold, Cash
Verse 1 Chorus 2
Come all you weary For God so loved the world that He gave us
Come all you thirsty His one and only Son to save us
Come to the well that never runs dry Whoever believes in Him will live forever
Drink of the water The power of hell forever defeated
Come and thirst no more Now it is well I'm walking in freedom
For God so loved God so loved the world
Verse 2
Come all you sinners Bridge
Come find His mercy Praise God praise God
Come to the table He will satisfy From whom all blessings flow
Taste of His goodness Praise Him praise Him
Find what you're looking for For the wonders of His love
Chorus 1 Chorus 3
For God so loved the world that He gave us For God so loved the world that He gave us
His one and only Son to save us His one and only Son to save
Whoever believes in Him will live forever
Verse 4
Verse 3 Bring all your failures
Bring all your failures Bring your addictions
Bring your addictions Come lay them down at the foot of the cross
Come lay them down at the foot of the cross Jesus is waiting
Jesus is waiting there God so loved the world
With open arms
WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Sung)

C Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us, and we remember the
promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. So we
share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our bonds of
peace around the table of the King.

P The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you—eat and remember the wounds
that heal, the death that brings us life paid the price to make us one.
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Refrain
C So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a signh of our
bonds of love around the table of the King.

P The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you—drink and remember He
drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God.

Refrain

C And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond, and to remember our call to
follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. As we share in His suffering,
we proclaim Christ will come again! And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the
table of the King.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive
the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats
after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may
continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at
the entrance to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to
receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!
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COMMUNION SONG Come to the Table Claire Cloninger, Martin Nystrom
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PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
grace.

C Amen.

GREETING

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C Amen.

PRAYER OF DAY

A O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live
as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift
up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time
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GOSPEL John 3:1-17
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him
about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

ow there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.” # Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered,
“Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. ® What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be
astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.”  The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” °® Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” 1° Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things? ! “Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2 If | have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? '3 No
one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. * And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, !° that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. ¢ “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. 7 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE

A The peace of the Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 186 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of Intercession.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C Amen.

BLESSING

P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad. The blessing of God, Sovereign,
+ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.

C Amen.

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross Next Page

DISMISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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SENDING SONG ELW 660 Lift High the Cross
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COPYRIGHTS

GOD SO LOVED Andrew Bergthold, Ed Cash, Franni Cash, Martin Cash, Scott Cash CCLI Song# 7138599 © 2019 Angie Feel Good Songs (admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
LIFT HIGH THE CROSS Contributors: George W Kitchin, Sydney H Nicholson, Michael R Newbolt Text & Tune © 1974 Hope Publishing Company

COME TO THE TABLE Claire Cloninger, Martin Nystrom CCLI Song# 675056 © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music(admin by Curb Word Music)

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS003917
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