KiIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

March 22, 2026 Fifth Sunday in Lent
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Precious Lord, Take My Hand arr. Sylvia Oines

WELCOME

% CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
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Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of = Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
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¥ GATHERING HYMN WOV 767
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All Things Bright and Beautiful ROYAL OAK
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All things bright and beau - ti - ful, all crea-tures great and  small,
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all things wise and  won - der - ful, the Lord God made them all.
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1 Each lit - tle flow’r that o - pens, each lit - tle bird that sings,
2 The pur - ple-head - ed moun-tains, the riv - er run - ning by,
3 The cold wind in the win - ter, the pleas-ant sum-mer sun,
4 God gave us eyes o see them, and lips that we might tell
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God made their glow-ing col - ors, God made their ti - ny  wings.
the  sun - set, and the morn - ing  that bright-ens up the  sky.
the ripe fruits in the gar - den, God made them ev - ry  one.
how great is God Al might - y,  who has made all things well.
GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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I Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
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@ PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you
in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK

READING Romans 8:6-11

L A reading from the eighth chapter of Romans.

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our
actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus
from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

Children’s Time

o set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’

For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to
God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. ° But you
are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 1° But if Christ is in you, then the
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. ! If the Spirit of
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God.
T n GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S205
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GOSPEL John 11:1-45
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his
friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

ow a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet
with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he
whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death;
rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” ®> Accordingly,
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, © after having heard  continued....

‘ LENT S PAGE 3 ‘




that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. ” Then after this
he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”  The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” ° Jesus answered,
“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble
because they see the light of this world. 1° But those who walk at night stumble because the
light is not in them.” !! After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but | am going there to awaken him.” 2 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 3 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death,
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. '* Then Jesus told them plainly,
“Lazarus is dead. '° For your sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let
us go to him.” ** Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also
go, that we may die with him.” 7 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already
been in the tomb four days. 2 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, *°
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 2°
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22 But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 2* Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in
the resurrection on the last day.” 2° Jesus said to her, “l am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 2’ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, | believe
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 2 When she had
said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” 2° And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 3
Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. 3! The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and
go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. 3 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to
him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her
weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit
and deeply moved. 3% He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come
and see.” 3 Jesus began to weep. 3 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?” 3 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. 3° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 4°
Jesus said to her, “Did | not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”
So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, | thank you for
having heard me. %2 | knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this,
he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands and
feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind
him, and let him go.” ° Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen
what Jesus did believed in him.

P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer

ANTHEM One Final Lamb Don and Jaree Hall
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of Intercession.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C Amen.

% SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING

The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the
plate at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an usher if
you have any questions.
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OFFERING PRAYER

P O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send
rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of
bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear withess

to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION

P Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 773 Precious Lord, Take my Hand PRECIOUS LORD
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1 Pre - cious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand,
2 When my way grows. . drear, pre-cious Lord, lin - ger  near,
3 When the dark - ness ap - pears and the night draws. . near,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light.
hear my cry, hear my call, hold my hand lest I fall.
at the riv - er I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand.
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Take my  hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.

¥ POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear withess to all we have seen
and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad.
The blessing of God, Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN WOV 778 O Christ the Same RED HILL ROAD
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I O Christ the same, through all our sto -r1y’'s pag - es,
2 O Chnst the same, the friend of sin - ners, shar - ing
3 O Christ the same, se - cure with - in whose keep - ing
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our loves and hopes, our fail - ures and our fears;
our in - most thoughts, the se - crets none can hide,
our lives and loves, our days and years re - main,

S ee— P — —t——
rTc=—2—f [ |  * *+ 5 =

J | ' ' 1 - ()

e - ter - nal Lord, the king of all the a - ges,
still  as of old wup - on your bod - y bear - ing
our work and rest, our wak -ing and our sleep - ing,
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un - chang - ing  still a - mid the pass - ing years:
the marks of love, in tri - umph glo - rn - fied:
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O liv - ing Word, the source of all cre - a - tion,
O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heav - en,
O Lord of love, for all our joys and sor - TOWS,
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who spread the skies, and set the stars a - blaze,
O Prince of life, in all your sav - ing pow'r,
for all our hopes, when earth shall fade and flee,
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O Christ the same, who wrought our whole sal - va - tion,

O Chnst the same, to whom our hearts are giv - en,
O Christ the same, be - yond our brief to - mor - Trows,
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we bring our thanks for all our yes - ter - days.
we bring our thanks for this the pres - ent hour.
we bring our thanks for all that 18 to be.
DisMISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Londonderry Air arr. William M. Felton
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