KiIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

December 21, 2025 Fourth Sunday of Advent
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Burton Bumgarner

WELCOME

7 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, # one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose
salvation is sure.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(@ lav

P

C

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God,

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide.
We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We
become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-
reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in
God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the
hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. # You
are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.

T GATHERING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Next Page

GREETING

P

C

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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W GATHERING HYMN ELW257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel HOUSTON
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I O come, O come, Em - man - u - el and ran-som cap - tive
2 O come, O Wis-dom from on high, em -brac -ing all things
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, as to your tribes on
4 O come, O Branch of lJes - se, free your own from Sa - tan’s
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Is - ra - el, thatmourmns in  lone - ly  ex - ile here
far and nigh:  in strengthand beau -ty  come and stay;
Si - nai'sheight in an - cient times you gave the law
tyr - an - ny; fromdepths of hell your peo - ple save,
9 P Refrain
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/
un - til  the Son of God ap - pear.
teach us your will and guide our way. Re-joice! Re-joice!
in  cloud, and maj - es - ty, and awe.
and give them vic - try o’er the grave.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.
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T KYRIE ELW S184
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| For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - n - ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
Iife and for love, . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

% PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and
might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your

promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C Amen.

LET’S TALK

Children’s Time
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READING Romans 1:1-7

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces himself as an apostle
divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s
mission is to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience.

L A reading from the first chapter of Romans.

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from
the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, ° through whom we have received grace and apostleship to
bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, ¢ including
you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called
to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM Advent Promise Paul Laubengayer

® GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S188
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Al-le -1lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.
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T GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child into
the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.”

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

ow the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant
from the Holy Spirit. 1° Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose
her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 2° But just when he had resolved to
do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 2* She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” * When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 2> but had
no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: ADVENT 4

A Blessed are you, God of hosts, for you promised to send a son, Emmanuel, who brought

your presence among us; and you promise through your Son Jesus to save us from our
sin.
As we light these candles, turn again to us in mercy; strengthen our faith in the word
spoken by your prophets; restore us and give us life that we may be saved. O house of
David, come,

C let us rejoice, for the Son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. Amen.
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SONG ELW 248 People, Look East v.4 BESANCON
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1 Peo - ple, look east. The time 1S near of the crown-ing
2 Fur - rows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed s
3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, one more light the
4 An - gels an - nounce with shouts of mirth him who brings new
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of the year. Make your house fair as you are a - ble,
plant - ed there. Give up your strength the seed to nour - ish,
bowl shall brim, shin - ing be - yond the frost - y weath - er,
life to  earth. Set ev-'ry peak and val - ley hum - ming
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trim the hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo- ple, look
that in course the flow’r may flour - ish. Peo-ple, look
bright as sun and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look
with  the word, the Lord 18 com - ing. Peo - ple, look
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east, and sing to - day— Love, the Guest, 1s on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Rose, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Star, is on the  way.
east, and sing to - day— Love, the Lord, is on the  way.
COPYRIGHTS

0 COME, O COME, EMMANUEL Contributors: Augsburg Fortress, Martin A Seltz Tune © 2006, Augsburg Fortress Text © 1977 Augsburg Fortress
LOVE HAS COME Contributors: Lutheran Book of Worship Text: © 1978, Augsburg Fortress
WHAT FEAST OF LOVE Contributors: Delores Dufner, OSB, © 1986, 1993 The Sisters of St. Benedict, Published by OCP
MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.
LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License

SAS003917
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® HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 292 Love Has Come UN FLAMBEAU
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love 1is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love i1s God now a -
3 Love has come and nev- er will leave us! Love 1is life ev-er-
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Beth-le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth -er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love!  Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love!  Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Nicene Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,”
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.”

P Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
C Amen.

% SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.
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¥+ OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 186 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Hereis life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

Receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 487 What Feast of Love GREENSLEEVES
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1 What feastof love is of-fered here, what ban-quetcome from heav - en?
2 What lightof truth is of- fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav - en?
3 What wineof love 18 of-fered here, what crim-son drink from heav - en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra - cious gift is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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This, this 1S Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en.
This, this 1s  Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en.

This, this is  Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en.
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!
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% POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

v PoST COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
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ev - ty-one who seeks theLord re - joice and bear the name of Christ.
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Send us with your prom-1s -es and lead your peo - ple forth in joy with
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shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - ia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager
to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION

P May God who comes among us,
Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Joy to the World Next Page

DiISMISSAL
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE People Look East arr. Mary McDonald
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SENDING HYMN ELW 267 Joy to the World

ANTIOCH
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord 1s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns!  Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rtules the world  with truth and grace and makes the
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room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’'nand na - ture
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sing, and heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.
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heav’'n and na - ture sing,
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