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N August 16, 2026 12th Sunday after Pentecost
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Congregation responses in Bold.
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

o

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In
your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore
us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

@)

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

C Amen.

OPENING SONG All Are Welcome Next Page

GREETING

P The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us
as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name
may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time
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OPENING SONG

All Are Welcome

Barbara Ross
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in  this place.
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READING Romans 11:1-2a,29-32

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been
disobedient, God has mercy upon all.

L Areading from the eleventh chapter of Romans.

Paul writes: 11 ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an
Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 22 God has not
rejected his people whom he foreknew.

29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once disobedient to
God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so also they have now
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive
mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.

L. Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 15:10-28

Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious observances.
Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious outsider approaches
him for help.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

]esus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:!! it is not what goes
into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12
Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense
when they heard what you said?” 13 He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has
not planted will be uprooted. * Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one
blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this
parable to us.” 16 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not see
that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer? 18 But
what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of
the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness,
slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 21
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just then a Canaanite
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer her at all. And his
disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food
and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Deacon Liz Fisher
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SONG OF RESPONSE The Heart of Worship Matt Redman

VERSE
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that will bless Your heart. I'lll bring You more than a song,

ev - ry sin - gle breath.
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for a song in it - self is not what You have re-quired.

You search much deep -er with-in through  the way things  ap - pear;
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You’re look-ing in-to my heart. I'm com-ing back to the heart
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of wor - ship, and it’s all a-bout You, all a-bout You, Je - sus.

:

I'm sor-ry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it, when it’s all a-bout You,

all a - bout You, Je - sus.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PENTECOST 12 8:30 AM PAGE 4




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.
Prayer petitions will conclude: “Merciful God,”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING SONG ELW 884  Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow Thomas Ken
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heav’'n - ly host;  praise  Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
OFFERING

The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the
plate at the communion rail when you come to the altar for communion. Please ask an usher
if you have any questions.

OFFERING PRAYER

P Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to use
the pre-packaged Communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to the
Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad you're
here for this Sacrament!
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Sung)

C Behold the Lamb who bears our sins awayj, slain for us, and we remember the
promise made that all who come in faith find forgiveness at the cross. So we share in
this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our bonds of peace around
the table of the King.

P The body of our Savior Jesus Christ, torn for you—eat and remember the wounds that heal,
the death that brings us life paid the price to make us one.

Refrain

C So we share in this bread of life, and we drink of His sacrifice as a sign of our bonds of
love around the table of the King.

P The blood that cleanses every stain of sin, shed for you—drink and remember He drained
death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God.

Refrain

C And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond, and to remember our call to
follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. As we share in His suffering,
we proclaim Christ will come again! And we’ll join in the feast of heaven around the
table of the King.

LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

COMMUNION SONG Draw Me Close Kelly Carpenter
Verse Chorus

Draw me close to You never let me go You're all I want

[ lay it all down again You're all I've ever needed

To hear You say that I'm Your friend You're all I want

You are my desire no one else will do Help me know You are near

'Cause nothing else could take Your place

To feel the warmth of Your embrace Ending

Help me find the way bring me back to You Help me know You are here
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PoST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His
Grace.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God,
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

C Amen.
SENDING SONG God So Loved Bergthold, Cash
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2. Come all you sin-ners, come find His mer-cy. Come to the ta-ble; He
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will sat - is-fy. Taste of His good-ness, find what you're look-ing for.
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bring your ad-dic-tions. Come lay them down at the foot of the cross. Je-sus is wait-ing there
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God so loved the world that He gave us His one and on-ly Son to save. For
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Come lay them down at the foot of the cross. Je-sus is wait-ing, God so loved the world.
DISMISSAL

A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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