N P KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
< 101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

June 22, 2025 Second Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 am

P Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Prelude on “Nettleton" Jason D. Payne

WELCOME

® CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Inthe name of the Father,and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You
lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in
doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our
bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

O T

P You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross
of # Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed
with Christ, you are a new creation.

C Amen.

COPYRIGHTS

PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS Contributors: Rusty Edwards Text: 1987 Hope Publishing Company

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
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¥ GATHERING HYMN ELW 843 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness NETTLETON
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I Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a lib - er - at-ing light;
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil -dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car- nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;

She—r 15— 2

rd 11

o

T
-3

0 & — | .
A I —— P | i —
GF— . e
J s s < ’ <
praise the One who frees the pris-'ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de -mons with a pierc-ing, two -edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - 'ty dread dis -case,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in  ev-’ry land.
Praise the one re-deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy
set us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time Deacon Liz

READING Galatians 3:23-29
L Areading from the third chapter of Galatians.

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other believers. Those who call
themselves children of God experience a transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class, or gender in
favor of true unity in Christ.

ow before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would

be revealed. ?* Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. 2> But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a
disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 2 As many of
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 22 There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of
you are one in Christ Jesus. 2° And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring,
heirs according to the promise.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

7 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELWS151
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.
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GOSPEL Luke 8:26-39
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some who witness Jesus’
work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is commissioned to give testimony to God’s
mercy and power.

hen Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite

Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a
long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 228 When
he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you
to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? | beg you, do not torment me”—?2° for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had
seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would
break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) * Jesus then asked him,
“What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. 3! They
begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 3> Now there on the hillside a large
herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he
gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine,
and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 34 When the
swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country.
35 Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they
found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in
his right mind. And they were afraid. 3¢ Those who had seen it told them how the one who
had been possessed by demons had been healed. 3’ Then all the people of the surrounding
country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear.
So he got into the boat and returned. * The man from whom the demons had gone begged
that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, 3 “Return to your home, and
declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the
city how much Jesus had done for him.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
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SERMON HYMN ELW 810 O Jesus, | Have Promised MUNICH
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is eV - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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re main for - ev - er near me, my mas -ter and my friend.
I sce the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear
a bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, I have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
J 4 4
Oy . s | e . o
| I | P I |
r 5 g 1 | | '
. . . | .
%@ PP . —— 8 I IR
| |
J el - e o
nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul.
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.
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T AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the
church, the world, and all creation.

As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.
Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,”
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.”

P Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

7 SHARING OF GoD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in
the plate at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an
usher if you have any questions.

ELW 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!
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OFFERING PRAYER

P

C

Let us pray. Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that
we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION

P

C

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the fire of your Spirit, uniting in
one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter
and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and
with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join

their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever.
C Amen, amen, amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION
P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:

The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance
to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you're here for this Sacrament!

LAMB OF GOD ELW S154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 614 There is a Balm in Gilead BALM IN GILEAD

Refrain
0 —— . N | . |
o = — 5
Hﬁ R $—3 2 3 15—
e i
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I Some - times I feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preach like Pe - ter, if you can - not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour -aged, for Je - sus is  your friend;
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you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if ywyou lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to lend.
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7 POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. Gracious God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your
love in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit *F bless you and give you peace.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 756 Eternal Father Strong to Save Next Page

DISMISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Eternal Father, Strong to Save Robert J. Hughes

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Tuesday, June 24, 2025—John the Baptist
John said, "[Jesus] must increase, but | must decrease." And so his birth is celebrated half a year before
Jesus', just as the daylight in the northern hemisphere begins to wane. Jesus honored John as being the
greatest prophet.

Wednesday, June 25, 2025—Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530

On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg Confession were presented to the
Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. The Augsburg Confession was written by Philipp
Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther, and consists of a brief summary of points in which the
reformers saw their teaching as either agreeing with or differing from that of the Roman Catholic Church
of the time.

Wednesday, June 25, 2025—Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560

Though he died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated today because of his connection with
the Augsburg Confession. Colleague and co-reformer with Martin Luther, Melanchthon was a brilliant
scholar, known as "the teacher of Germany."

Friday, June 27, 2025—Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria, died 444

Cyril defended the orthodox teachings about the person of Christ. After a conflict involving all of the major
Christian leaders of the time, it was decided that Cyril's interpretation, that Christ's person included both
divine and human natures, was correct.

Saturday, June 28, 2025—Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, died around 202

This important early church leader tried very hard to hold to the faith handed down by the apostles. An
opponent of the movement known as gnosticism, Irenaeus was one of the first to speak of the church as
catholic, or linked together.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save MELITA
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own ap - point - ed lim - its keep: oh, hear us when we
calm a - mid the storm didst sleep: oh, hear us when we
give, for wild con - fu - sion, peace: oh, hear us when we
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cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
cry to thee for those in per - il on the sea.
rise to thee glad hymns and praise from land and sea.
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