KiIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

March 1, 2026 Second Sunday in Lent
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Just As | Am, Without One Plea arr. Dale Wood

WELCOME

7 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.

C Amen.

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into
the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

O T

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

(@ lav)

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of = Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

C Amen.
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¥ GATHERING HYMN ELW 638 Blessed Assurance ASSURANCE
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it, washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look - ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
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This 1s my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

% PRAYER OF THE DAY

A O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as
your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up
your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
L A reading from the fourth chapter of Romans.
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning a reward from
God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too
trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.

hat then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For
what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.” # Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. °
But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as
righteousness. '3 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4 For if it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. ** For the law brings wrath, but
where there is no law, neither is there transgression. ¢ For this reason the promise depends on
faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only
to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all
of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

L Word of God, word of life. C Thanks be to God.
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7 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S205
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We are turn -ing, Lord, to hear you; you are mer - c¢i - ful and kind —
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to wus in-clined.

GOSPEL John 3:1-17
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him
about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

ow there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus
answered him, “Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born
from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” ®Jesus answered,
“Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. ® What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be
astonished that | said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” ® Nicodemus said to him, “How can
these things be?” 1° Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things? 1! “Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to
what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If | have told you about earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? '3 No
one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. * And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, ° that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. ¢ “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. 7 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the
world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer

ANTHEM My Jesus, | Love Thee arr. Joel Ramey
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of Intercession.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C Amen.

T SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING

The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the
plate at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an usher if
you have any questions.

T OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 186 Create in Me a Clean Heart
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OFFERING PRAYER

P O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through
these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to

bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION

We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION
P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

Receive the Elements as the words are said:

The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 592 Just As | Am, Without One Plea WOODWORTH
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con -flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re -ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
c s ) ) e
Ch= = - = |
> | | | ;P e
P e : —j
(" | : /)
© ? s s % %3 P
shed for me, and  that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - ya doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise 1 be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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¥ POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen
and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen.
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BLESSING

P May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved, who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad.
The blessing of God, Sovereign, *F Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.

C Amen.
T SENDING HYMN ELW 790 Day by Day BLOTT EN DAG
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1 Day by day, your mer-cies, Lord, at - tend me, bring - ing com - fort
2 Day by day, I know you will pro - vide me strength to serve and
3 Oh, what joy to know that you are near me when my bur - dens
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to my anx-ious soul. Day by day, the bless-ings,Lord,you send me
wis-dom to o - bey; I will seek your lov-ing will to guide me
grow too great to  bear; oh, what joy to know that you will hear me
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draw me near - er to my heav’n-ly goal. Love di-vine, be-yond all
o’er the paths [ strug-gle day by day. I will fear no e - vil
when 1 come, O Lord, to you in prayer. Day by day, no mat - ter
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mor -tal mea-sure, brings to naught the bur-dens of my quest; Sav-ior,
of the mor-row, I will trust in your en-dur-ing grace. Sav-ior,
what be - tide me, you will hold me ev -er in your hand. Sav-ior,
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lead me to the home I trea-sure, where at last I'll find e - ter-nal rest.
help me bear life’s pain and sor-row till in glo-ry [ be-hold your face.
with your pres-ence here to guide me, 1 will reach at last the prom-ised land.
DismiISSAL
A Goin peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Blessed Assurance arr. Jeff Bennett
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