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 Please stand as you are able.  
Congregation responses in Bold. 

 
 

PRELUDE                                         By the River Jordan                                        Walter R. Clarke  
 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who 
 spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 
C Amen. 
 

P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Mighty God, lover of justice,  
C you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense 
 of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right 
 words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and 
 give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
 you, our God. Amen. 
 

P The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares:  Like a spring 
 of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives 
 your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless 
 you with the gift of peace. 
C Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                     Brightest and Best of the Stars                                   Next Page 
 

GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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 GATHERING HYMN    ELW 303     Brightest and Best of the Stars              MORNING STAR 
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  KYRIE     ELW S184                     
                  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved 
 Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful 
 to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 
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READING  Acts 10:34-43 
 L   A reading from tenth chapter of Acts. 
  

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of 
God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, 
Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  
 
 

P eter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 

righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all 
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
  

L    Word of God, word of life.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     ELW S188 
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GOSPEL   Matthew 3:13-17 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as 
God’s child.  
 

J esus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 

But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came 
up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  
 

P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                     Pastor John Futterer                                                                       
 

ANTHEM                                      Of the Father's Love                                                   Barry Talley   
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostles’ Creed  
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of the  
  Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
  crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
  again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He  
  will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.    
 Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human 
 community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.  

A    Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of God’s People.  
 

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Merciful God,” 
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
 whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.  
C   Amen. 
 

 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A The peace of Christ be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  
 

OFFERING 
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the plate 
at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an usher if you have 
any questions. 
 

 OFFERING PRESENTATION    ELW 186                     Create in Me a Clean Heart     
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OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared 
 for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what 
 we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
 and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to 
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to 
the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this 
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:   
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  and the power,  
           and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION 
P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
 Come to the table; taste and see. 
 
 
 

Receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
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COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 456             Baptized in Water                                    BUNESSAN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BAPTISM OF OUR LORD                                                                                                                                                                                  PAGE 9 

 POST COMMUNION CANTICLE                        Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his 

body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, 
 that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen 

and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

P May the triune God, 
 who has put a new song in your mouth 
 and tuned your heart for praise 
 ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN            Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                                     Next Page 

 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                            Let Praise Resound                               Elizabeth T. Van Woert   
 
 



BAPTISM OF OUR LORD                                                                                                                                                                                  PAGE 10 

 SENDING HYMN     ELW 310        Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                SALZBURG 
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UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS 
 

Thursday, January 15, 2026 Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr, died 1968 
An American prophet of justice among races and nations, King was an eloquent preacher, a leader of the 
nonviolent resistance to race-segregated society, and recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Born on 
this date, he was assassinated on April 4, 1968. 
 
Saturday, January 17, 2026 Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, died around 356 
One of the earliest of the Egyptian desert fathers, Antony gave away his sizeable inheritance and became 
a hermit. Later he became leader of a group of monks who devoted themselves to prayer, worship, and 
labor. 
 
Saturday, January 17, 2026 Pachomius, renewer of the church, died 346 
Born in Egypt, Pachomius became a Christian while a soldier. He became a hermit (a solitary monk) and 
organized others into a religious community. His rule for monasteries influenced later ones in both the 
Eastern and Western churches. 
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