ST AP KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
< 101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

September 14, 2025 14th Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us arr. William B. Bradbury

WELCOME

® CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
C Amen.

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

C Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy
on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been
found. Amen.

P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of # Jesus, your sins
are forgiven!

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Next page

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself
all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
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LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING Exodus 32:7-14
L A reading from the thirty-second chapter of Exodus.

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s reading
shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the
Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them.

he Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the

land of Egypt, have acted perversely; & they have been quick to turn aside from the way
that | commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt!” ” ° The Lord said to Moses, “l have seen this people, how stiff-
necked they are. '° Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may
consume them, and of you | will make a great nation.” ! But Moses implored the Lord his
God and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? > Why should the
Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains
and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your
mind and do not bring disaster on your people. * Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel,
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that | have promised | will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.” ” 1* And the Lord changed his mind about the
disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Luke 15:1-10
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners
repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery
brings joy in heaven.
ow all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.” 3 So he told them this parable: * “Which one of you, having a hundred
sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after
the one that is lost until he finds it? > And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders
and rejoices. ® And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my lost sheep.’ 7 Just so, | tell you, there
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who need no repentance. & “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses
one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds
it? © And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.” 2 Just so, | tell you, there is joy
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
ANTHEM Amazing Savior arr. Benjamin Harian
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace.”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend.

C Amen.
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7 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in
the plate at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an
usher if you have any questions.
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides
for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance
to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion
this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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7 POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be
your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask
this in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
= bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us Next Page

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Immortal, Invisible arr. Don Wyrtzen

COPYRIGHTS

MUSIC: Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved.

LITURGY: From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
SAS003917
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love us  still.
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