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Congregation responses in Bold. 
WELCOME                           
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. Let us pray. Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your 
 incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through 
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 

 
READING   Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

L A reading from the first chapter of Ephesians. 
 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ. 
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.  
 

B lessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the 

foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5 He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to 
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for 
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11 In 
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose 
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were 
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, 
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, 
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance 
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.  
 

L    Word of God, word of life.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL   John 1:1-18 
P   The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This 
Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world.  
  

I n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.] 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14 And 
the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he 
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                             Pastor John Futterer                                                
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COPYRIGHTS  
SHINE, JESUS SHINE  Graham Kendrick CCLI Song# 30426 © 1987 Make Way Music (admin. By Music Services, Inc.) 
LET IT RISE Holland Davis  CCLI Song# 2240585 © 1997, 1999 Universal Music-Brentwood Benson Publishing (admin. By Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
MUSIC:  Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-731197 and CCLI #3289425. All rights reserved. 
LITURGY:  From Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress, All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SAS003917 
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SCRIPTURE SONG  ELW 270              Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                    MENDELSSOHN     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        The Nicene Creed 
 

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, begotten, not  made, of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit He became incarnate from the virgin Mary,  
  and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.    
 Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and 
 all people.  

A    Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers.  
 

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,” 
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.” 

 

P We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, 
 through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C   Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 
 makes our joy complete.      
C   Amen. 
 

P   Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.        
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Steadfast and faithful God, 
 

C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by 
 the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of 
 others.  For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust 
 demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away 
 from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
 in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
 forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by 
 his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
 name of the Father and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.        
C   Amen. 
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SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A The peace of Christ be with you.   
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  God of heaven and earth, from the beginning, you have called forth life, 
 in which you take delight. The trees, the fields, and the seas sing for joy. Bless now 
 these gifts, received from your bounty, that we may join the chorus of creation to tell of 
 your salvation from day to day. 
C Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to 
receive the bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to 
your seats after you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or 
you may continue to use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from 
the ushers at the entrance to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this 
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
 you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER    
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive   
  those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 
P A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 
 
 

Receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
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COMMUNION SONG ELW 294             In the Bleak Midwinter                                 CRANHAM          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P  The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His  
  Grace.        
C   Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The God of love, 
 Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
 lavish you with grace, 
 illumine your path, 
 and increase your joy, 
 today and always.   
C Amen. 
 
   
 



CHRISTMAS 2                                                                                                                                                                                    PAGE 8 

SENDING SONG                                        Let It Rise                                         Holland Davis  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
  


