ST AP KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
< 101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

September 7, 2025 13th Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Prelude on “Kelvingrove” arr. Jason D. Payne

WELCOME

® CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
C Amen.

P Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

C Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy
on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been
found. Amen.

P Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to
save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of # Jesus, your sins
are forgiven!

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Next page

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A Let us pray. Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all
our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and
finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

C Amen.
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7 GATHERING HYMN ELW 807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON
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LET’S TALK Children’s Time

READING Deuteronomy 30:15-20
L A reading from the thirtieth chapter of Deuteronomy.

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage,
he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by
following other gods.

See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. ¢ If you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God that | am commanding you today, by loving
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you
in the land that you are entering to possess. 7 But if your heart turns away and you do not
hear but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, | declare to you today
that you shall certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess. '° | call heaven and earth to witness against you today that |
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, 2° loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore
to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.”

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Luke 14:25-33
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset
that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

N ow large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and he turned and said to them, 2¢
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 2 Whoever does not
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 22 For which of you, intending to build
a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to
complete it? 2° Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, 3 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.” 3! Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? *? If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he sends a
delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
HYMN OF THE DAY Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus Next Page
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.
As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace.”
The congregation’s response is: “receive our prayer.”

P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend.
C Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 802 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN
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7 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in
the plate at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an
usher if you have any questions.

ELW 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Je - sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain,pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!

OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides
for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance
to the Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion
this morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
P Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.
You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 810
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7 POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be
your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask
this in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
= bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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SENDING HYMN ELW 798
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KELVINGROVE

n } }
" Am— I | I | .
% . 2 e = » | | i I i
] bl (7] & ] | |
T [ _‘_ [~
I “Will you come  and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will  you let the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the you you hide if | but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes ftrue when you but call
n Il Il
e r— i i i i i - i |
'Q:D —c- - - > - & ! & i
your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will  you care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name”? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
0
P A ! ! | !
F AW | | ) ) | ] |
D7 ' | ! | o = »
J . o o o=
know  and nev - er be the same?
kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same
Q | | i i P - P i i
G
J 1 | ' | '
Will you let my love be shown, will  you let my
Will you risk the  hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do  such as
Will you  use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny riu go where your love  and
n ] ]
A i i i i i i - i i
I - & e e - | g »
name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus T'11  move and live and
0
y | ] ] ] ]
e b | I | ] | | |
@ 5 == — o o 2
v . [ o o~
grown in you and you in me?”
pray’r in you and you in me?”
mean  in you and you in me?”
sound in you and you in me?”
grow in you and you in me
PENTECOST 13 PAGE 10




DISMISSAL
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing arr. Faye Lopez

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Tuesday, September 9, 2025—Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654

Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day Colombia. His ministry was
focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He gave them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them
Christianity.

Saturday, September 13, 2025—John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407

Johnwas a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden
mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was
exiled by the empress.

COPYRIGHTS

LET US EVER WALK WITH JESUS Contributors: Andrew Bruhn © 2024 Augsburg Fortress
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