N P KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

July 20, 2025 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 am

T Please stand as you are able.
Congregation responses in Bold.

PRELUDE Be Thou My Vision arr. Christina Harmon

WELCOME
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You
lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in
doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our
bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross

of + Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed
with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.
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® GATHERING HYMN ELW 793 Be Thou My Vision SLANE
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my POW'T.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
A Let us pray. Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our

guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may
treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

LET'S TALK

Children’s Time
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READING Colossians 1:15-28
L A reading from the first chapter of Colossians.

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” Because Christ is
present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory.

hrist Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,® for in him all

things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones
or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 1’
He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. ' He is the head of the
body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to
have first place in everything. '° For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2° and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 2! And you who were once
estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his fleshly body
through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before him, 23
provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting
from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every
creature under heaven. |, Paul, became a minister of this gospel. 2* | am now rejoicing in my
sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions
for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 2| became its minister according to God’s
commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26the
mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been
revealed to his saints. 2’ To them God chose to make known how great among the gentiles
are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 It is he
whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone mature in Christ.

L Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

7 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S151
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
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GOSPEL Luke 10:38-42
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter.
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for her many
tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God.

N ow as Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he entered a certain village where a
woman named Martha welcomed him. 3° She had a sister named Mary, who sat at
Jesus’s feet and listened to what he was saying. 4° But Martha was distracted by her many
tasks, so she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to
do all the work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” 4! But the Lord answered her,
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things, *? but few things are
needed—indeed only one. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away
from her.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
SERMON HYMN ELW 676 Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak Next Page
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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liv - ing ech - oes of your tone; as you have sought, so
wan-d’ring and the wa - v'ring feet; oh, feed us, Lord, that
pre - cious truths which you im - part; and wing our words, that
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let us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.

we  may feed your  hun - g’ring ones  with man - na sweet.

they may reach the hid - den depths of man - y_a heart.

glow - ing word, your love to  tell, your praise to  show.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray
for the needs of the world.

As able, you are invited to kneel or be seated for the prayers.
Prayer petitions will conclude: “God of grace,”
The congregation’s response is: “hear our prayer.”

P Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of
Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

% SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you.

C And also with you.

A Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in
the plate at the communion rail when you come forward for communion. Please ask an
usher if you have any questions.

ELW 674 Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Let us pray. Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that
we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C Amen.

BHo

HoLy COMMUNION

P Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

T OT OV OT

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HoLy, HoLy, HOLY ELW S153
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the
majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to
accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church,
now and forever.
Amen, amen, amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

P
C

Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION

P

The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:

The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.

LAMB OF GOD ELW S154
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We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to
use the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance
to the Sanctuary. However you choose to receive Communion this morning, know that we are glad
you’re here for this Sacrament!

COMMUNION SONG 10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord) arr. Nigel Patawran
Anne Futterer / Christina Roland

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 754  Jesus, the Very Thought of You ST. AGNES
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1 Je - sus, the ver - y thought of you fills us with sweet de - light;

2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the mind re - call

3 O Hope of ev -'ry con - trite soul, O Joy of all the meek,
4 O Je -sus, be our joy to - day; help us to prize your love;

ﬁﬁ#ﬁlﬁﬁr ;:Ffﬁ';g:

I

)i

e . . | |
! ! '

e | | I I !
S . : T .
A i < s f* -

r
but sweet-er far your face to view and rest with-in  your light.
a sweet-er sound than your blest name, O Sav-ior of us all!
how kind you are  to those who fall! How good to those who seek!

grant us at last to hear you say: “Come, share my home a - bove.”
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T POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Let us pray. Gracious God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your
love in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit = bless you and give you peace.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise Next Page
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SENDING HYMN ELW 834 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ST.DENIO
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DISMISSAL
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Immortal, Invisible arr. Roger C. Wilson

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Tuesday, July 22, 2025—Mary Magdalene, Apostle

Sometimes called "the apostle to the apostles" because she told them of her encounter with the risen
Lord, Mary was a woman of Galilee who followed Jesus throughout his ministry. She was present at Jesus'
crucifixion and his burial.

Wednesday, July 23, 2025—Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373

Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she gave all that she
owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a woman. Her work is continued
today by the Society of St. Birgitta.

Friday, July 25, 2025—James, Apostle

James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their call from Jesus. He
was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is the only one recorded in scripture
(Acts 12:1-2).
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