KIMBALL MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
101 VANCE ST. KANNAPOLIS, NC 28081

00 AM

- September 13, 2026 16th Sunday after Pentecost
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W Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold.
PRELUDE Bounteous Grace Roy E. Nolte
WELCOME

7 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon
the earth.

C Amen.

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

o

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own
hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your
call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the
way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

(qp]

P Hear this good news: We have peace with God through B Jesus Christ, in whom there is
no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN Earth and All Stars Next Page

T GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C And also with you.
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T GATHERING HYMN ELW 731 Earth and All Stars EARTH AND ALL STARS
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - bals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound-ing wis - dom!
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Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and  band! Loud cheer - ing peco - ple!
Daugh-ter  and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a  new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
n | Refrain
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God has done mar - vel - ous things.
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I too  sing prais - es with a  new song!
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¥ KYRIE ELW S184

m Refrain
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Ky-ri-e e -lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-m-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
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| For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peace in our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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u - n -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . . for our work and our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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7 CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW S187 This is the Feast
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This 1s the feast of vic - try for our God, for the
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Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al - le - lu - ia.
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vic-t'ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al -
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join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion Bless - ing, hon - or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for - ev - er. A - men.
Q Final refraiin | |
— > P ® nd * o | I : =
\\3 7 s— | | %4 o & i i =
J & ' I ' = o -
This is the feast of vic - try for our God, for the
0
4 | | | I — | I
| ] — I . ] |
2 .
) - L4 o o =
Lamb who was slain has be -gun his reign. Al - le - lu - ia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

A O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your
will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

(Please be seated)
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LET’S TALK
READING Psalm 103:8-13
L Areading from Psalm 103.

Children’s Time

8 The LoRD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 He will not always accuse,
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him;
12 3s far as the east is from the west,
so far he removes our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,
so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.

L. Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

T GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW S188
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GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I
tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 2¢ When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25and, as he could not pay, the lord
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and
payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released
him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay
what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and [ will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as [ had mercy on
you?’ 3¢ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt. 3°So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor John Futterer
ANTHEM Be Strong in the Lord Roger Thornhill
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith.
C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

o
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Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.”
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.”

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Please greet those around you with words of peace.

OFFERING PRESENTATION ELW 182  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

P

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are
from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

Amen.
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HoLy COMMUNION
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after
you've deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to use
the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to the
Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this
morning, know that we are glad you're here for this Sacrament!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught.
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

INVITATION
P Christ invites you to this table.
All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you.

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 685  Take My Life, That I May Be PATMOS
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1 Take my life, that I may be con - se - crat - ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the 1m-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I with-hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - 'ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.
“’1
T e
I

z T ' ——— F

5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour

it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

7 POoST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.
C Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

C Amen.

BLESSING

P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.

C Amen.

P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding

of the Spirit.
C Amen.
P The God of grace *F bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
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¥ SENDING HYMN ELW 864

2 God be praised for

3 Frail as
4 An - gels sing

in

grace and fa - vor
sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and
ad - o - ra - tion,
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Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven PRAISE MY SOUL
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1 Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.

our fore-bears in dis-tress.

it 1s gone;

in  God’s pres-ence, face to face.

Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv - en,
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ev - er - more God’s prais-es
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sing.

God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.

but, as mor - tals rise and per -ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - Iu-ia! Prais-es ev -er - last-ing ring!

Al-le - Tu-1a! Al-le - lu-i1a! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!

Al-le - Tu-1a! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!

Al-le - Tu-1a! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
. . | ‘L |

fag e & ‘u — e = . ﬂ 2
7/ I i P | i s
i“‘—F | 1 1 1 r
PENTECOST 16 11:00 AM PAGE 10




DISMISSAL
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Finale in F Roger C. Wilson

Lord, if my brother or sister sins against

me, how often should I forgive? As many

as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven

times.
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