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  Please stand as you are able. Congregation responses in Bold. 
 

Prelude                                                     Bounteous Grace                                                    Roy E. Nolte  
 

Welcome   
 

 Confession and Forgiveness 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon 
 the earth. 
C Amen. 
 

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Compassionate God, 
C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own 
 hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 
 relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your 
 call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world 
 and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the 
 way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

P Hear this good news:  We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is 
 no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this 
 healing gift of grace. 
C Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn                                    Earth and All Stars                                              Next Page 
 

 Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
 be  with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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 Gathering Hymn   ELW 731            Earth and All Stars                    EARTH AND ALL STARS 
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 Kyrie     ELW  S184                    
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 Canticle of Praise   ELW S187              This is the Feast  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
A O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 
 hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your 
 will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
C Amen.                                                      

 (Please be seated) 
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Let’s Talk                                                 Children’s Time  

       

Reading    Psalm 103:8-13 
 

 

L    A reading from Psalm 103. 
 
8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9 He will not always accuse, 
    nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
    nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
    so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 
    so far he removes our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion for his children, 
    so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.  
 

L    Word of God, word of life.    
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 Gospel Acclamation  ELW S188 
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Gospel   Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human 
forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.   
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P eter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I 

tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and 
payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released 
him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay 
what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with 
me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 
would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on 
you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 
debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.”  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                                     Pastor John Futterer  
 

Anthem                                                     Be Strong in the Lord                                    Roger Thornhill  
 

Affirmation of Faith                 Apostles’ Creed  
A With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of  
  the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 
  rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the  
  Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
 hears us.  
 

 Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.” 
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.” 

 
 

P Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you 
 see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
C Amen. 
 

 Sharing of God’s Peace 
A The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace.  

 
 Offering Presentation    ELW 182       Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful        

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Offering Prayer 
P God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are 
 from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 
 hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. 
C Amen. 
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Holy Communion 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to use 
the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to the 
Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this 
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 

Words of Institution  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
 it,  and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
 for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This 
 cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
 of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   
 Amen. 
 

Invitation 
P Christ invites you to this table. 
 All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
 

You may receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
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Communion Hymn  ELW 685        Take My Life, That I May Be                                  PATMOS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Post Communion Blessing   
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  
C  Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
P Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
 By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of 
 your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
C Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
P The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding 
 of the Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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 Sending Hymn  ELW 864          Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven         PRAISE MY SOUL 
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Dismissal 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.    
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude                                                         Finale in F                                                  Roger C. Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, if my brother or sister sins against 
me, how often should I forgive? As many 
as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not 
seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven 
times.  
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