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PRELUDE                                                      Come, Christians, Join to Sing                       arr. F. Thomas Simpson 
Handbells 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                              Humble Thyself                                   Bob Hudson      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GATHERING MUSIC                                Awesome God                                   Rich Mullins                
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WELCOME                                            
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A Let us pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending 
 joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide 
 with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 
 

LET’S TALK                                                 Children’s Time 

 

READING  Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 L   A reading from the twenty-third chapter of Jeremiah. 
  

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s 
unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new 
and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.  
 

W oe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 

who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them 
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says 
the Lord. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I 
have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no 
longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5 The days are surely 
coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign 
as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his 
days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will 
be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”  
  

L    Word of God, word of life.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL   Luke 23:33-43 

P   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be 
Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to 
paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands.  
 

W hen they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with 
the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his 
clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The 
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are 
the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the 
King of the Jews.”                                                                                                                  continued... 
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39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not 
the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 
God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 
He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
 
P   The Gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                   Pastor Tim Canniff-Kuhn 

 

SCRIPTURE SONG                      More Precious Than Silver                                Lynn DeShazo 
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 SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
A The peace of Christ be with you.   
C And also with you. 
A Please greet those around you with words of peace. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                 Apostles’ Creed  
 A  With the people of God in Christ now and in every time, let us confess our faith. 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, He was conceived by the power of  

 the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  
 crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose  
 again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He  
 will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
A Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 
 in need.  

A    Please kneel or be seated for the Prayers of God’s People.  
 

Prayer petitions will conclude: “Hear us, O God.” 
The congregation’s response is: “Your mercy is great.” 

 

P We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C   Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
 forever. 
C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
P Faithful God, 
C you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in 
 sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises.  
 We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our 
 impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have 
 broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 
 

P Hear the good news:  God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are 
 forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 
C Amen. 
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OFFERING 
The offering plates are in the narthex for your use. You may also place your offering in the plate at 
the communion rail when you come forward for communion.  Please ask an usher if you have any 
questions. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P Let us pray.  God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill 
 them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us  
 with the abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our 
 Savior, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have two options for Communion during this time. You are free to come forward to receive the 
bread and pre-filled cups of wine from our clergy and lay assistants, returning to your seats after 
you’ve deposited the empty cup and following the guidance of our ushers; or you may continue to use 
the pre-packaged communion elements which are available from the ushers at the entrance to the 
Sanctuary. Gluton-free is available on request. However you choose to receive Communion this 
morning, know that we are glad you’re here for this Sacrament! 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave  thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:    
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
 forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER    
P Gathered as one by the Holy Spirit let us pray, as Jesus taught. 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive   
  those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION 
P There is a place for you at the table of God.  Come, receive the food that does not 
 perish, a taste of eternal life.  

 
 
 

Receive the Elements as the words are said:  
The Body of Christ given for you; The Blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

 
Healing Prayer is available under the balcony during Communion if you desire prayer. 
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ANTHEM                                                    Give Thanks                                          Henry Smith 
Chancel Choir 

 

COMMUNION SONG                          This Little Light of Mine                                    THIS JOY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNION SONG                                  Sanctuary                John Thompson, Randy Scruggs 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P  The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His  
  Grace.        
C    Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

P The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, 
 God the Son save you,  
 and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. 
 The Holy Trinity bless you ☩ 

  and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 
  now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                           I Lift Your Name on High                                       Next Page 
 

DISMISSAL 
A Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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SENDING SONG                           I Lift Your Name on High                                       Rick Founds 
 
 
 
 
 
 


