
   Acts 5:27-32
     

There once was a church sign that read, “Easter Is Over, Now What?” 
Good question. We have received the promise of new life, but how are 
we living that promise? Do our lives look different from that of a week 
ago when we joined our voices in singing “Jesus Christ Is Risen To-

s point out the error of that church sign. Easter in NOT 
day celebration in which the memory grows as 

stale as a leftover marshmallow Peep. Easter is our invitation to live as 
resurrection people, always seeing the God possibilities amid the im-

The early church embraced Easter as a 50-day celebration that led to 
the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. During the days of Easter-
tide, also known as The Great 50 Days, it was a tradition to read 
through the Acts of the Apostles, where among the pages are stories of 

and persecutions — as Jesus’ followers boldly tell 

s reading from Acts we see Peter in trouble with the Sanhedrin 
all because he called upon the name of Jesus to heal a crippled beg-
gar. The Sanhedrin are angry for they warned Peter and his friends to 

name in their healing and teaching. But Peter cannot 
stop. Nor can his friends. Nor can we. For the Easter moment was the 
moment when we all became witnesses to the resurrection power that 

In this season of Easter, we are to sing, dance and celebrate that love 
wins, love is alive, and love can redeem all things. Are we showing the 
world that we are walking with our Risen Lord, that we are choosing to 
live with great joy despite all the world throws our way?  

If the Lenten season called for us to observe 40 days of following Jesus 
t we give the same attention to these 50 days 

of now witnessing to the resurrection?  

As Andrew Peterson, a contemporary Christian musician once ob-
the Easter feast far outweighs the Lenten fast.” It is time for us 

to feast. It is time for us to step into our role as resurrection witnesses.  

God of resurrection hope, we are honored to be witnesses of the re-
deeming love of our Risen Lord. As we continue the Eastertide celebra-
tion, we ask that you strengthen our hearts and make loud our voice so 
that we have the courage to speak truth to power and show love amid 
hate. May we truly become your Easter people in the world. In Jesus’ 
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s United Church of 
Christ 

-3773          stjohnsucc401@gmail.com 
 

Rev. Muriel Morley Jahn  815-544-2977    
murielmorley@gmail.com 

Beth Carson 815-544-6834 
Mary Albrecht    815-547-7503 
Jeanne Anderson 815-985-2652 

_________________________________________________________ 
Thank you for coming!  Please sign a pew card 

The nursery is open! Please check downstairs and meet with 
the nursery attendant before leaving your child.  

Leader Speaks Plain Font, All Speak Bold Font 

Thank you to our singers & our  
instrumentalists for adding extra joy to our 

service today! 

Easter Flowers 

 To the Glory of God 
 In Memory of Father, Mother, 
 Sister and Brother 
 Lin and Tyler Mollway 
 AJ and Pat 
 In Memory of Jennifer Bader 
 Dean & Phyllis Reding  
 James & Pauline Zap 
 In Memory of Steve Greef 
 Fred II and Maxine Stevens 

Umhoefer  In Memory of Betty Albrecht 
 Vivian and Howard Curry 
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Mark Your Calendar

 May 2nd and 3rd Rummage Sale! 
be brought inside the church. Please do not put cloth 
items in the garage. Sale times Friday, May 2nd 9am
3pm and Saturday, May 3rd 

 May 3rd Prairie Association Gathering 
in Princeton, IL! The registration is open now.

 Wednesday, May 7th - Opening Garden Day 
12pm 

 Saturday, May 10th - Cloth Drive and Plant Sale 
12pm 

 May 18th All feathers, fur and scales are welcome to 
worship for St. John’s Pet Blessing

 May 25th 5pm Will have a dinner and Patriotic Concert 
musician, Jim Hendricks. Tickets for the fundraiser 
dinner are on sale now. 

 

You Are Not Alone

The following support groups meet regularly at St. John
• The Belvidere Group (AA) meets at everyday at Tues-

days, Thursdays and Fridays at 1pm & everyday at 
7pm. Women’s Group meets Mondays 5:30pm

• T.O.P.S. Mondays 11am 
 

Community Ministries

Community Meal:  Every 3rd Wednesday from 5p
Blessing Box: Outside by the Main Street entrance open 
to all who are hungry 24/7.  
Paper Angel Closet: Needs Toilet Paper, Shampoo and 
Dish soap. 
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    Boone County Habitat for 

To the witness of new life emerging, God open 

To the work of new world building, God commit 

To the power of love persisting, God dedicate us. 
For the calling of faith rising up, God equip us.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven”  
(Tune: Joyful, Joyful) 

– At Early Dawn Service Pray-
ers for Resurrection Sunday C was written by Dr. Sharon 
R. Fennema, who serves as Join the Movement toward Ra-
cial Justice Curator with UCC National Ministries. 
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Processional Hymn #233 “Christ the Lord is Risen To-
day” 
 
Responsive Welcome Statement   

At St. John’s United Church of Christ, we are Living 
Outwardly & Valuing Everyone!
We live and work amid God
In that spirit, we extend love to all who come into our 
midst, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identi-
ty, race, nationality, skin color, culture, differing abili-
ties, age or political affiliations, to participate fully in 
all aspects of church. 
Our ministry is to bring the Good News of 
Christ’s love to all. 
We work in God’s name to tear down walls and build 
community, 
to walk with each other through all of life
cumstances, 
to provide for those in need,
to offer comfort to the hurting and the sick,
and to uplift the brokenhearted.
Where we fail, we ask for God
May the Holy Spirit and our siblings continue to chal-
lenge us to do better. 
No matter who you are or where you are on life
journey, you are welcome here!
 

Call to Worship  
At early dawn, when the light was just emerging and 
the shadows still long and deep the earth began to 
sing a tender and persistent hallelujah.
And the resurrection smelled like death and dirt. 
Christ, the Power of Love, is risen indeed.
lujah. 
At early dawn, with the salt of tears still crusting their 
eyes the women began to sing a grieving and faithful 
hallelujah. 
And the empty tomb sounded like weeping and 
questions. Christ, the Wounded One, is risen in-
deed.  Hallelujah. 
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At early dawn, when no one could remember the 
sound of hope or the promise of a new day rising the 
world began to sing a fierce and determined hallelu-

And the rising up tasted like bread and rejoicing. 
Christ, the Way of Truth and Life, is risen in-

At early dawn, as each day brings forth new agonies 
and injustices we gather to sing a grateful and liber-

And this Easter feels like protest and praise. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. 
Hallelujah.  Hallelujah.  Hallelujah. 

Resurrecting God, we meet you in the empty tomb 
where our griefs and joys, despairs and hopes inter-

our prayers and praise this Easter 
day, open our hearts to remember that the power of 
love and life will overcome every death-dealing 
force, no matter how pervasive or persuasive.  In 
this troubling and joyful time, dazzle us with good 
news, Holy Rising Up One, in whose path we follow 

Amen.  

Waking Up” 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Day of Resurrection”   

Prayer for Transformation and New Life  
How many times have we succumbed to the despair 
and distraction sown by the chaos machine and for-

s prophetic promises, unable to remem-
ber the power of steadfast Love and persistent Jus-

How many times have we reacted with disbelief to 
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the truths testified by those we perceive as less power-
ful, treating the ones who know death
sion best as untrustworthy, uninformed, and insignifi-
cant. 
Christ, have mercy. 
How many times have we dismissed the visions and 
wisdom of marginalized voices as idle tales, and failed 
to recognize this witness to a new future of flourishing 
for all? 
God, have mercy. 

 
Words of Grace 

How many times does God greet our failures with grace 
and mercy! 
Hallelujah. Praise our Resurrecting God!
How many times will God forgive us and call us be-
loved! 
Hallelujah. Praise our Rising Up God!
How many times will God free us in love to begin anew!
Hallelujah.  Thanks be to the God who makes all 
things new. 
 

Gloria Patri 
     
Scripture  Luke 24:1-12  
    
Sermon  “Idle Tale” 
 
Blessing the Bread and Cup 
 
Sharing the Bread and the Cup 

Eat as a sign of your personal faith. Drink of the cup with the 
pastor and the rest of our community as a sign of our 

communal faith.
 
Communion Hymn #347 “Let Us Talents and Tongues Em-
ploy” 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 


