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February 11, 2024 St. John’s UCC

St. John’s United Church of Christ

WELCOME VISITORS! Thank you for coming! Please sign a pew card to place in the
offering plate.
Office Hours: Tues — Thurs, 9am-Noon stjohns401.org

(815)544-3773 stjohnsucc401@gmail.com

Pastor: Rev. Muriel Morley Jahn 815-544-2977
murielmorley@gmail.com

Pastoral Associate: Beth Carson 815-544-6834

Minister of Music: Mary Albrecht 815-547-7503

Choir Director: Jeanne Anderson 815-985-2652

Nursery: The nursery is open! Please check downstairs and meet with the nursery
attendant before leaving your child.

Today is Scout Sunday, followed by our annual Soup-or-Bowl! Create your
tastiest soups, stews or chilis and we will all reap the benefits! Can you beat our
reigning champion, Atchara Scott? We hope you take part in this fun fellowship!

YowAre Not Alone

The following support groups meet reqularly at St. John’s

e AL-ANON Thursdays at 7pm. at church & on Zoom Meeting ID: 3983002123
Passcode: 102964

e Anxiety Support Group Tuesdays at church & on Zoom at 6pm. Meeting ID: 862
9227 0691 Passcode: 915601

e Open & Affirming Meet Up LGBTQIA+ & Allies welcome! To help plan the next
meet up, speak to Pastor Muriel.

e The Belvidere Group (AA) meets at everyday at 1pm & 7pm. Women’s Group
meets Mondays 5:30pm

e T.0.P.S. Mondays 11am

Communilty Ministries
Community Meal: Every 3rd Wednesday from 5p-6p!

Blessing Box: Outside by the Main Street entrance open to all who are hungry 24/7.
Paper Angel Closet: Provides supplies to households in need.
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Amen.
Hymn #28 “For the Beauty of the Earth”
Scripture Matthew 13:1-9
Message by Riker Serrano

Moment for Mission Over Night Cafe

Musical Offering

Doxology
Praise God, through whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God, above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offertory Prayer

Your importance in our lives, O God, is reflected in our gifts. We return to
you, through the ministry and outreach of this church, a portion of all that
you have entrusted to us. We promise that these offerings will not be the
end of our giving. We will also invest our time and abilities in your work of
healing, comforting, teaching, guiding, and proclaiming good news. Bless
each gift, whatever its size, and multiply the good to be done through our
talents and treasure. Amen.

Hymn #327 “Jesus Loves Me”

Benediction
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.

Postlude

Elements of this worship were developed for local use by the National Religious
Relationships Committee, BSA, “Scouting's Anniversary” December 2020
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On My Honor

Leader: All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his
covenant and his testimonies. (Psalm 25:10)
Scouts: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God and my country.

Leader: Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord the people whom he has chosen as his
heritance. (Psalm 33:12)

My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments; for length of
days and years of life and abundant welfare will they give you. (Proverbs 3:1-2)

Scouts: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout Law—and the Law is this: A Scout is
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and
reverent.

Leader: And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like
it, you shall love your neighbor as yourself. (Matthew 22:37-39)

Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

Scouts: On my honor | will do my best to help other people at other times.

Leader: Remember also the Golden Text: And as you wish that men would do to you, do so to
them. (Luke 6:31)

Do you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If any one destroys
God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and that temple you are. (I
Corinthians 3:16-17)

Scouts: On my honor, | will do my best to keep myself mentally awake.

Leader: Wisdom is the principal thing: Do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my
mouth. Get wisdom; get insight. (Proverbs 4:5)

How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to thy word. (Psalm 119:9)
Scouts: On my honor, | will do my best to keep myself morally straight.

Leader: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to
the Lord, that he may have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. (Isaiah
55:7)

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son

and to the Holy Ghost,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you.
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Prelude

Announcements

Choral Introit “Shine, Jesus, Shine!”

Lord, the light of Your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us
Set us free by the truth You now bring us
Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth Your word, Lord, and let there be light

Responsive Welcome Statement (Leader Speaks Plain Font, All Speak Bold Font)

At St. John’s United Church of Christ, we are Living Outwardly & Valuing
Everyone!

We live and work amid God’s love!

In that spirit, we extend love to all who come into our midst, regardless of
sexual orientation, gender identity, race, nationality, skin color, culture, differing
abilities, age or political affiliations, to participate fully in all aspects of church.
Our ministry is to bring the Good News of Christ’s love to all.

We work in God’s name to tear down walls and build community,

to walk with each other through all of life’s circumstances,

to provide for those in need,

to offer comfort to the hurting and the sick,

and to uplift the brokenhearted.

Where we fail, we ask for God’s forgiveness.

May the Holy Spirit and our siblings continue to challenge us to do better.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome here!

Call to Worship

But they who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not
faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

From amidst our friends and family, God brings us here to participate in a
community of faith, Christ’s people, a new family. From everyday
conversations, talks, and chatter, God invites us to engage one another in
dialogue, to speak in truth from the depths of heart and mind, to pray
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freely. Let us heed God’s call and rejoice in what God enables. Let us pray Leader: A glad heart makes a cheerful countenance, but by sorrow of heart the spirit is broken.

together. The mind of him who has understanding seeks knowledge, but the mouths of fools feed on folly.
] All the days of the afflicted are evil, but a cheerful heart has a continual feast. (Proverbs 15:13-15)
Flag Processional Scouts: A Scout is cheerful.
Hymn #17 To You, O God, All Creatures Sing Leader: Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. Without having any chief,

Scout Law officer or ruler, she prepares her food in summer, and gathers her sustenance in harvest.

Leader: The Scout Law is a guiding light to millions of youth and young adults throughout the
world today, but the principles of the law have been brought to us from ancient days.

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. (Exodus 20:16)

Scouts: A Scout is trustworthy.

Leader: He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he who is dishonest in a very
little is dishonest also in much. (Luke 16:10)
Scouts: A Scout is loyal.

Leader: You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the sons of your own people,
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself. ... (Leviticus 19:18)

For the poor will never cease out of the land; therefore, | command you, You shall open wide your
hand to your brother, to thy needy and to the poor, in the land. (Deuteronomy 15:11)

Scouts: A Scout is helpful.

Leader: Love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans
12:10)

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! (Psalm 133)

Scouts: A Scout is friendly.

Leader:

Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for edifying, as fits the
occasion, that it may impart grace to those who hear. (Ephesians 4:29)

Scouts: A Scout is courteous.

Leader: A righteous man has regard for the life of his beast, but the mercy of the wicked is cruel.
(Proverbs 12:10)
Scouts: A Scout is kind.

Leader: Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor thy first commandment
with promise; that it may be well with thee and thou mayest live long on the earth. (Ephesians 6:1-
3)

Scouts: A Scout is obedient.
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(Proverbs 6:6-8)
Scouts: A Scout is thrifty.

Leader: Be strong and of good courage, do not fear or be in dread of them: for it is the Lord your
God who goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. (Deuteronomy 31:6)
Scouts: A Scout is brave.

Leader: Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in His holy place? He who
has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not
swear deceitfully. He will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of his
salvation. (Psalm 24:3-5)

Scouts: A Scout is clean.

Leader: And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind, and with all your strength. This is the first commandment. (Mark 12:30)

Scouts: A Scout is reverent,

A Scout is reverent toward God. A Scout is faithful in his or her religious duties and respects the
convictions of others in matters of custom and religion.

Children’s Time

Pastoral Prayer — The Lord’s Prayer

Almighty God, creator of us all; grant us the patience to wait and listen to your voice. Help us not
to seek the answers in the silence of prayer, but rather let your thoughts, God, travel to us and
through us as we dare to ascend your mountain of law, your holy hill of truth. O God, how thankful
we are that you have come into our lives through the Holy Spirit. You know, Lord, that we're not
perfect, that we want to improve. Show us where we can. We pray today for God’s children—all
the children of the world. May they find peace and love in their families and schools and learn the
love of Jesus Christ for each and every one of them through our lives as we interact with them on
a daily basis. We also pray for our young people, who are seeking a cause which is worthy of
their life’'s commitment and a leader who is deserving of their devotion. We know that our youth
must deal with a host of options. So, we pray that they may choose Jesus Christ. We pray you will
be with our Scouts as they continue to follow the Scout law and work toward being trustworthy,
loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, and reverent.
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