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St. John’s United Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 794, 401 N Main Street, Belvidere, IL 61008 

stjohns401.org  stjohnsucc401@gmail.com 
Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Muriel Morley Jahn  815-544-2977    
                        murielmorley@gmail.com 
Pastoral Associate:    Beth Carson 815-979-0473 
Minister of Music:    Mary Albrecht    224-234-7749 
Choir Director:         Jeanne Anderson 815-985-2652 
Nursery Attendant:    Hanna Jarvis 815-914-4718 

___________________________________________________ 
WELCOME VISITORS! Thank you for coming!  Please sign a pew 
card to place in the offering plate. 
 
WORSHIP: When reading this bulletin Leader Speaks Plain Font, 
Everyone Speak Bold Font 
 
NURSERY:  Children are welcome in all aspects of worship. The 
nursery provides an alternative space so kids and parents can both 
get what they need from worship. Children are encouraged to check 
in with their adult before going downstairs with the nursery at-
tendant.  

Announcements 
 Worship at Heritage Woods every 3rd Sunday of the 

month at 3pm. 
 Coffee Hour every first Sunday of the month at 9:30am 
 Fellowship Meal every second Sunday of the month after 

worship. 
 The Belvidere Group (AA) meets at everyday at 7pm.  
 Chair and Mat Yoga with Katherine Ray is going weekly! 

Chair yoga at 10 AM and mat yoga at 11:30 AM. No 
RSVP required and classes are $5. 

 Sunday School for Adults and Kids Sundays at 9am. 
Check out the upcoming curriculum options for more stud-
ies.  

 Community Meal 3rd Wednesday of each month. 
 The Belvidere Group (AA) meets at everyday at 7pm.  
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Fee Free digital donations can now be made on our web-
site stjohns401.org. Follow the QR code and check out 
all the possibilities! This means no more 

buying checks and added security!  
>>>>>>> 

 
 

<<<<<<We use an Amazon List 
to let people know what St. 

John’s needs for our office and different min-
istries like the Paper Angel Closet and Com-
munity Meals. It is always changing. Check it 

out. 
 
 

St. John’s also has two ongo-
ing fundraisers where you can 
order items and have them de-
livered right to your door with a 

portion of the proceeds sup-
porting our ministries. 

Amazon List 

T-Shirts Tea & Coffee 

General Giving 

How to use a QR code: open the camara on your cell-
phone. Pretend you are going to take a picture of one of 
the 4 boxes on this page. 

The camara will focus on the box. Words will appear on 
the bottom of the screen. Tap on the words. 
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HYMN #454 “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian ”   
 
BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE 
 
 
Coming to You: Service Prayers for the Sixth Sunday in 

Easter Year A was written by the Rev. Dr. Cheryl A. 
Lindsay, Minister for Worship and Theology for the Unit-
ed Church of Christ. .  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CHORAL INTROIT  “Alleluia, Alleluia” 
 Christ is Risen, Alleluia, Christ is Risen, Alleluia 
  REPEAT 
 
RESPONSIVE WELCOME STATEMENT 

At St. John’s United Church of Christ, we are Living 
Outwardly & Valuing Everyone! 
We live and work amid God’s love! 
In that spirit, we extend love to all who come into our 
midst, regardless of sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity, race, nationality, skin color, culture, differing 
abilities, age or political affiliations, to participate fully 
in all aspects of church. 
Our ministry is to bring the Good News of 
Christ’s love to all. 
We work in God’s name to tear down walls and build 
community, 
to walk with each other through all of life’s cir-
cumstances, 
to provide for those in need, 
to offer comfort to the hurting and the sick, 
and to uplift the brokenhearted. 
Where we fail, we ask for God’s forgiveness. 
May the Holy Spirit and our siblings continue to chal-
lenge us to do better. 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 66) 
Bless the Holy One, O peoples; let the sound of 
God’s praise be heard. 
For God who claims us, tests us, and sustains us 
comes and invites us to come to them. 
Bless the Holy One, O peoples; let the sound of 
God’s praise be heard. 
Blessed be God, who has not rejected our prayer 
or removed their steadfast love from us. 
Bless the Holy One, O peoples; let the sound of 
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God’s praise be heard. 
Come as we proclaim, witness, and testify to all 
God has done. Bless the Holy One!  
 

HYMN #383 “Come, Let us Join”   
  
INVOCATION 

Holy and Present God, hear the sound of praise 
as we share this space and time gathered among 
you. May our hearts be opened and our minds 
engaged. Let the Spirit of Truth live in our songs 
of adoration, prayers of intercession, and words 
of pondering. In your name, glory and honor. 
Amen.  

 
YOUNG & YOUNG AT HEART TIME 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER~ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HYMN #517 “I Need You every Hour”   
 
PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION & NEW LIFE 

Gracious and Eternal One, we proclaim that you 
breathe life into us and know us fully. Yet, some-
times, you remain unknown to us. Sometimes we 
search for you and sometimes we fumble about 
for you. We rest in the assurance that when we 
seek you, we will find you. But, there are times 
when we refuse to seek, refuse to search, refuse 
to fumble. There are times when we rather keep 
you in compartments so that you will not fully 
impact our lives. There are moments when we 
close ourselves off from your revealing word, 
guiding hand, and nudging Spirit. Forgive us, O 
God, for not coming to you as you come to us—
fully, persistently, and constantly—and give us 
strength to fumble and reach toward you in all 
seasons and at all times. Amen.  
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
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WORDS OF GRACE 

Beloved, you are known by God and received as you 
are—wonderfully and beautifully, but not perfectly 
made. Draw near to God who knows your limitations 
and loves you. Seek the Holy One who recognizes 
your faults and finds the good in you. Search for the 
Spirit who discovers you on wayward paths and redi-
rects you. Receive the God who comes to you with 
peace, grace, mercy, and joy. Come to the One who 
will not reject or rebuff you but will renew and restore 
you in hope and love.  

 
GLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end.  Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE  John 14:15-21 NRSVUE 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
SERMON “Coming Soon! ” 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION~ Mother House Crisis Nursery  
 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY 
 
DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, through whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below, 
Praise God, above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR THE OFFERING 
Righteous God, receive these gifts we offer from 
our hearts and hands that they and we might be 
of service in your kindom and for your glory. 
Amen. 


