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Roy Pinkston has served his home community as an educator and coach who took his
teams to great heights including state championships on the hardcourt.

Pinkston is a twin born to Elmer and Beatrice Hornsby Pinkston in Smith County. He and
his deceased twin, Troy, are the youngest of 10 children.

Having been raised in Forest, he graduated from E.T. Hawkins High School in 1967. He
continued his education at Mississippi Valley State University with a degree in coaching
and history. He later attended Mississippi State University at Meridian and Jackson State
University where he earned his master’s degree in education.

Pinkston completed his practice teachingin Tchula and moved to North Scott
Attendance Center before ending up in the Newton County School District. He returned to
his alma mater in the Forest Municipal School District where he eventually retired in 2011.

At all schools, Pinkston coached football, basketball, and track and excelled in all of them. While at Hawkins
Middle School in 1998, he coached football and basketball while going undefeated in basketball. Pinkston advanced
to the high school level to lead the Forest basketball program in 2002.

Winning more than 20 games per season, Pinkston guided the Bearcats to four state tournament appearancesin
Class 3A competition and won the state championship in 2007 and 2010.

Pinkston served as a Scott County Election Commissioner and was a member of New Hope Church of God in
Christ include head deacon, Sunday school superintendent, and chairman of the trustee board.

Pinkston died on April 3, 2026, and is survived by wife, Joann Odom Pinkston. They have three children including
two sons and a daughter, Joey, Josh, and Jalisa. He is also survived by his first wife, Dorothy, with whom he had
six children including Lawanda, Todd, and Arnedral. He is preceded in death by three children, all with Dorothy,
including Reggie, Darlisa, and Sondra.
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By Johnny Loper,
FHS Class of 1970 (and not a member of the team)

The Little Dixie Conference passed into history two generations ago. Some of the players and most of the coaches
of the 1969 Forest High School Bearcat football team are gone. That team finished the season 10-0-1. The only
blemish was a 6-6 tie with powerful Warren Central in the first game of the season. Those Bearcats were, in word,
dominant.

For some of the remaining teammates, that team — which brought Forest the first of two consecutive Little Dixie
Conference Championships — is a source of pride more than 50 years later. Seven of the 1969 seniors (quarterback
Freddie Bagley, center Bill Blossom, back Ralph Brown, back Steve Clark, tackle Drew Hunt, guard Jimmy May, and
tight end Bill Pace, along with former Bearcat mascot Shot Risher) gather for lunch on a monthly basis, even though
some of them must travel for the reunions.

The lunch tradition began when Clark, the group’s “social chairman,” and Risher took Brown to lunch for his
birthday on September 18,2020. The others gradually joined future lunches. (Let’s call them the “Lunch Bunch”
going forward.) Other teammates, including Malon Reid, who did not get to play in 1969 but attended every practice
and every game, and some players from earlier Bearcat teams also join the lunches on occasion. The Lunch Bunch’s
memories provide the basis for this story.

Success for the 1969 Bearcats was not certain. Coach Ken Bramlett’s 1968 squad finished with an impressive 8-3
record, including a Crystal Bowl win. A preseason coaches’ poll projected the Bearcats to win the Northern Division
of the Little Dixie. However, big pieces from that 1968 team — among them thousand-yard rusher Ronny Jones and
defensive leader Henry Risher —had graduated and signed scholarships with Mississippi State. Was anyone in the
Bearcat camp predicting an even better team, much less a championship team, for 19697?

No one admitted to predicting a championship season although the seniors certainly believed they could be
something special. Most of them had been playing football together since the seventh grade. Jimmy May said junior
high Coach Ken Gordon taught that group to believe in themselves and that belief carried over to high school. When
the time to begin preseason practice rolled around, those seniors believed they had a chance to be really good.

Head coach Ken Bramlett and assistant coaches Warren Crain and Gary Risher felt the same way, according to
Crain, the only surviving member of the staff. Crain recalls “They had a good year when they were juniors, all of
them were coming back. They knew the drill and already had our offense and defense down.”

Preseason practice —usually referred to just as “August”— was dreaded largely because of the heat and humidity
within which all the running and hitting happened. Hunt remembers many of the team members worked outside
summer jobs like “hauling hay” specifically to help prepare them for August. But August 1969 was worse than most.
Pace’s description is pointed: August practice in 1969 was “hot, humid, and brutal.” Bagley recalls the humidity
left over from Hurricane Camille was “almost unbearable.” Clark can still recite the onerous practice schedule -
be dressed and on the field by 7 a.m.; 2 V2 hours of practice; go home and rest until 1:30 p.m.; back at the gym to
watch game films from the previous year; back on the field at 2:30 or 3 for another 2 ¥4 hours of practice; then run
wind sprints. Hydration was not deemed as important in 1969 as it is today, and persistent “cotton mouth” was a
common condition after a just few minutes of practice.

Clark said “Bramlett ran practice like a drill sergeant.” Hunt said Bramlett was “strict but fair.” May said “we knew
he [Bramlett] was in charge and that we had to answer to him if we messed up on or off the field.” Bagley describes
Bramlett as the CEO who delegated assignments, but the players “knew who the ‘head man’ was.”




While Clark said, “we had no trick plays other than an occasional split end around; Bramlett didn’t believe in trick
plays.” Bagley came to realize “how sophisticated our offense was in terms of formations: slot, wing-T, power I, two
tight ends, wishbone, double slot, and pro.” At bottom, though, Bramlett believed in hard-nosed football. However
you describe it, in 1969, the Bearcat system worked to near perfection.

When asked to identify the leaders of that team, Coach Crain and some members of the Lunch Bunch cover the
waterfront, naming individually all the members of the Lunch Bunch plus others like seniors Richard Austin and
John David Calhoun, who have passed away. Other Lunch Bunchers just nominate “the whole senior class.” Clearly,
the 1969 team had no shortage of senior leaders.

Asked which games stand out to them, the Lunch Bunchers’ opinions are near-unanimous: the Warren Central
game was the toughest and the championship game against Magee the most memorable. Almost to a man, the
Lunch Bunchers said a turning point in the Warren Central game was when defensive leader Calhoun was injured
and had to leave the game. Crain admits that “Warren Central was very prepared for us and caught us off guard”
with what Bagley recalls was a gap-8 defense that made blocking tough. Crain credits defensive back and Lunch
Bunchers member Ralph Brown with an interception that “saved us” and kept the game at a 6-6 tie.

Ten straight wins followed that tie, with the Bearcats outscoring those opponents 373-71. The smallest margin of
victory during that stretch was 17 points. The most points allowed by the defense in a game were 14. The defense
recorded four shutouts. The Bearcats were dominant in all phases.

The championship game was close for a while, but the Bearcats wore Magee down and won, going away, 46-13.
While the Lunch Bunchers remember the joy of the on-field post-game celebration, Bagley also recalls that on the
bus trip home from Magee, rather than a lot of yelling and celebrating, “there was quiet on the bus—we realized we
had attained our goal, and it was over. We realized it was the journey, the hardships, and the brotherhood of the
players that were more important than the actual victory.”

Echoes of that game persisted. Years later, after leaving coaching and while working as a district manager for a
pharmaceutical company, Crain often left the office to visit clients and potential clients. He was in Magee once and
happened to call on a doctor who had played for Magee in the 1969 championship game. Crain says the doctor
confessed “the Magee team kind of ignored us. Big mistake. We kicked their butts, and the doctor admitted it.”

Some of those echoes still bring smiles. Crain responded to the request for his recollections about the 1969 team
by relating that the team considered his wife Susan their lucky charm. The team wanted her at the championship
game. Susan, however, was pregnant and didn’t need to travel. The team wanted to rent an ambulance to get Susan
to the game, but Dr. Bill Austin said “No.” Thankfully, Susan’s absence had no adverse effect on the Bearcats that
night.

Memories like these remain alive for the Lunch Bunch. That August 56 years ago and the championship season
that followed created in them a fellowship and a bond that survived time and distance. They were the elders and
the core leadership of a team that achieved a historic first for their school. The Lunch Bunch evolved to keep those
memories alive and observe and renew the special brotherhood that began on a hot August morning in 1969.

Pace summarizes that August and what it meant to him and his teammates, not just for one football season but
for the rest of their lives: “The coaches walked out of the field house on a humid early morning on August 10, 1969,
with the task of molding 46 boys into Little Dixie competitors. They structured the game plan; we listened, learned,
and repeated that plan until we became a well-polished machine. What the coaches didn’t know is the legacy of
brotherhood they left among us all. We won the Little Dixie championship and in addition have succeeded in life in
our own ways due to those three coaches who instilled in all of us principles, hard work, and being able to depend
on each other”

While the game of football is overworked as a metaphor for life, in the case of the Lunch Bunch, the hard work
that led to success on the field did lead to success in life. The Lunch Bunch celebrates those successes, old and
new, at those monthly lunches where they keep championship memories alive.

“*The article was written in part based on questions posed to and responses received from the members of the
Lunch Bunch and Coach Crain. The 1969 Bearcat football team included more players than the Lunch Bunch.
The fact that the Lunch Bunch is featured is not meant to minimize in any way the contributions the many other
members of that great team made to winning Forest High School’s first Little Dixie Championship.
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CONGRATULATES

Scott County
Sports Hall of Fame Inductees

Billy Frank Alford, Morton Katie Phillips, Sebastopol
Will Boswell, Scott Central Luke Reynolds, Forest
Brian Goodman, Lake Roxanna Rogers-Sullivan, Lake
David Hollingsworth, Morton Gina Skelton, Forest
Don Pennington, Morton Don Stokes, Forest
MAYOR

Nancy Chambers

ALDERMAN
Ward 1 - Teddy Bloodshaw | Ward 2 - Allan Atkinson | Ward 3 - Harry Robinson
Ward 4 - Cynthia S. Melton | Ward 5 - Matt Alford

120 South Davis Street = Forest, Mississippi = 601.469.2921
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Read all about it in The Bearcat Way by Bubby Johnston,
a proud member of this championship squad!

To receive a copy via mail, please send $33 to
Boonedocks Publishing, 603 Betty Circle, Quitman, MS 39355.

PHYSICAL THERAPY Scott County Sports
FOREST Hall of Fame Inductees
CONGRATULATIONS |
Scott County
Sports Hall of Fame \X?EA R
ClaSS Of 2026 TAX & ACCOUNTING LLC
Inductees Sebastopol - 601.625.7778

Walnut Grove - 601.253.9363

504 Airport Rd Suite A« Forest, MS39074 © omail: michael@weavertaxsf.com
601.469.2732
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From the Town of Sebastopol’s Board & Mayor




We are committed
to serving you!

We want to thank the many friends and neighbors who make our
success possible. It’s the support from loyal customers like you that
has made us your hometown bank for over 117 years.

=

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

" Diversified Mortgage
~ Corporation

A Bank of Forest Subsidiary

(FOREST INSURANCE AGENCY, INCJ

A Bank 0/. Fores! rSuﬁsic/fwy

Forest Office: 211 West Third Street * Forest * 601.469.3663
Rankin Office: 1698 Old Fannin Rd. * Flowood ¢ 601.992.7119

Walnut Grove Office: 101 Chadwick Avenue * Walnut Grove ¢ 601.253.2411
www.bkforest.com
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KASEY, JASON, LAURA BETH, JON-TUCKER, AND MARY MARGARET
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 “A Cox Famlly Tradition”
Highway 35 @ Interstate 20 = Forest, MS
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/7 The Citizens Bank is proud to support the Scott County
' Sports Hall of Fame and the long and lustrous history of
sports heroes from our communities.

We applaud the 2024 inductees on their achievements
and join our friends and neighbors in a shared sense of
pride that these iconic people call Scott County home.

I The
I: Citizens Bank..

Proudly serving Attala, Forrest, Jackson, Lafayette, Lamar, Lauderdale,
Leake, Kemper, Madison, Neshoba, Newton, Oktibbeha, Rankin, Scott, and

Winston Counties.
MEMBE R @ www.thecitizensbankphila.com

Each of you should use whatever gift
you have received to serve others, as

faithful stewards of God’s grace in its
various forms.

CENTRAL ELECTRIC
POWER
ASSOCIATION

Hollingsworth Enterprises, Inc.
2149 Highway 21, Forest, MS 39074
601-469-2705 * 601-954-4230

AUCTIONS*FARM & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT*TRAILERS
EQUIPMENT RENTALS*VEHICLES*SALVAGE PARTS

www.HollingsworthAuctions.com

“NEXT AUCTION: May 16,2026 * 9 a.m.” Forest, MS “ Accepting Consignments NOW!
We simply work harder for you!
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KNOW YOUR PHARMACIST
KNOW YOUR MEDICINE

KEEP YOUR BUSINESS LOCAL

¢ Family-Owned-and-
Operated Since 1959

¢ Fast and Friendly
Service

¢ Easy Dropoff and
Pickup

¢ Low Prices

¢ Medication
Synchronization

¢ Compliance
Packaging

¢ Nutritional
Supplementation

¢ Specialty Medications
¢ Immunizations

¢ Diabetic Supplies

Sebwstop e Carth 1age o Walnut Grove

¢ Compounding

Sebastopol Carthage Walnut Grove
16831 Highway 21 S 811 Highway 16 E 103 Chadwick Ave

Sebastopol, MS 39359  Carthage, MS 39051 Walnut Grove, MS 39189
601.625.7158 601.267.8078 601.253.2599
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CONGRATULATIONS
SCOTT COUNTY HALL OF FAME
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— COMMUNITYBANK.NET —
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LENDER
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MISSISSIPPI STATE'S

1STINSURANCE MAJOR
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF SERVICE

“Internet Prices With Personal Services”

JACKIE CALHOUN, CLU

www.jackiecalhounclu.com

® 601.331.5187 | cell
© jackieins@att.net

Life Insurance.
Annuities.
Retirement Strategy.

Insurance in 10 Minutes

&\\\\\ | // ////// . Up to $2.090,000_of Life
= = No Medical Exam

— AW L
9!1(*1'6 Calhoun, CLLI agents.ethoslife.com/invite/aa96c
’

INTERNET PRICES WITH PERSONAL SERVICE
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Furniture

601-625-7523
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Barney and Mott’s Furniture, LLC
15373 Hwy 21 S « Sebastopol, MS 39359
601.625.7523
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Billy Frank Alford played with distinction on the gridiron and courts before
continuing his service to his community in civic capacities and elected public
office.

Alford played football and basketball for the Morton High School Panthers in
the late 1950s when he was a member of one of the school’s best football teams.
Alford played as a senior starting at the guard position in football in 1957 when
the Panthers won the North Little Dixie Conference Championship. In the same
season, Alford played in the Forest-Morton game when the Golden Chicken was
first awarded to the winner in the storied rivalry.

Athree-year letterman in basketball, Alford was one of the leading scorers in the Little Dixie
Conference during his senior season. He was also the first basketball player from MHS to be
named to the Little Dixie All-Star team and was named most valuable player for the team.

After graduating in 1958, Alford took his talents to the hardwood for the East Central Junior
College Warriors where he became a starter midway through his freshman year and full-time
starter during his sophomore season. He averaged 14 points per game and contributed to East
Central winning the North Half of the Mississippi Junior College League.

Alford finished his collegiate basketball participation at Mississippi College where he played on
one of the highest scoring teams in the nation at the time and received his Bachelor of Science
degree in 1963.

Alford enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserves and upon discharge, worked for Farm Bureau
where he retired after 36 years in 1999. Along the way, he and his wife opened a real estate firm
in 1980. He entered local politics and was elected to the Forest Board of Aldermen, serving two
terms until 1999. He was then elected as Scott County Chancery Clerk, where he served three
terms until 2011.

Alford was a member of the Forest Rotary Club 15 years; the Lions Club for 20 years and served
a term as president; and served in Gideons International. Athletics was still a passion for him as
Alford also served as a high school basketball referee and coached tee ball and little league
basketball. He is also a past president of the Forest Country Club.

Alford and his wife, Linda Jo Brown of Bruce, reside in Forest and attend Forest Baptist Church.
They have two sons, Matt Alford and the late Jason Alford. Their grandson, Logan, is engaged to
be married to Valerie Soto in April.

Billy Frank and Linda Jo were also named Citizens of the Year in 2019 by the Forest Area
Chamber of Commerce.
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Will Boswell left a legacy for athletic programs at Scott Central Attendance
Center, guiding two to state championship levels of success and was the founding
coach of a third program.

A native of Noxapater, Boswell graduated from Noxapater High School in 1986
and earned an Associate’s degree at East Central Community College in education
in 1988. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in biology from the University of
Mississippi in 1991.

Boswell served in the U.S. Army Reserves, finishing his tenure with the rank of
Specialist 4. He was called for one deployment participating in the Desert Storm
Operation.

Following military service, Boswell came to Scott Central Attendance Center in 1992 where he
proudly served as a biology teacher and led the district in state testing results for several years.
“Teaching biology was very important to me, and | enjoyed seeing my students excel in the

classroom,” Boswell said.

He contributed to significant success for the Rebels’ athletic department, highlighted by 25
years as an assistant football coach. The Rebels’ record on Boswell’s watch extended to 181-
109 including a state championship in 1999. The Rebels won three South State titles and 10
district titles. Over Boswell’s 25 years with the football program, the Rebels recorded 23 playoff
appearances.

As an assistant coach for the power lifting program, Boswell helped guide seven state
championship teams between 2003 and 2011.

Boswell’s legacy on the baseball diamond extends all the way back to the Rebels’ beginning
participation in the sport when he started the program in 1993 as its first coach. Scott Central
won the Scott County Baseball Tournament in 2000 and took the Rebels to the program’s first
two playoff appearances in 2004 and 2005.

Boswell and his wife, Joni, have four children including Nic, Taylor (Abby), Megan McDaniel
(Seth), and Zach (Hannah). Grandchildren include Nate and Georgia Boswell, Jax and Luke
McDaniel. Boswell loves following Ole Miss sports and previously operated a fireworks sale
business.
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Brian Goodman guided the Lake Hornets baseball program to consistent success
while mentoring his players in preparation for college athletics.

Goodman graduated from Clarkdale High School where he played baseball
and basketball. He spent a year at East Mississippi Community College in Scooba
before earning a Bachelor’s degree in education at Mississippi College in 1999
and played collegiate baseball at both schools. He earned a Master’s degree in
sports administration at the University of Southern Mississippi in 2009. He finished
his own education with a specialist degree in education through Arkansas State
University in 2018.

Goodman spent 12 years on the diamond as Lake High School’s baseball coach where his
program missed the playoffs only once during his tenure. He had 10 players to sign college
athletic scholarships after playing for the Hornets. Goodman was also responsible for significant
improvements to the baseball facilities having organized and supervised renovations to the
dugouts; improvements to the backstop; installation of a new scoreboard; and creation of an
indoor practice facility.

Goodman’s program earned 215 wins and dropped only 147 losses during his coaching career
at Lake. The Hornets won two district championships while finishing as district runners-up twice.
He led the Hornets to one South State Championship and finished as state runners-up once.

His work at Lake was not confined to baseball. He also coached junior high basketball, served
as assistant football coach, and coached the softball program. He was also instrumental in
construction of a new softball facility.

Goodman coached baseball an additional 10 years after leaving Lake and now serves as the
athletic director for Quitman High School. He was recently nominated for the Crossroads Diamond
Club Hall of Fame and will be inducted during an all-star game to be played at William Carey
University in May.
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David Hollingsworth was a star on the basketball court as well as with his fellow
classmates.

He served as chairman of the Beta Club, was elected senior class president,
and selected Mr. Morton High School. Much of the remainder of his high school
activity was on the court where he scored 1,444 points during his junior and senior
Seasons.

As ajunior, Hollingsworth scored 18 points per game and finished with 594
points. He was named to the all-tournament teams for the Morton Classic, North
Little Dixie, and District Six.

During his senior campaign, Hollingsworth scored 850 points including 25 points per game
and recorded 14 rebounds per game. He had a 60 percent field goal percentage and shot
71 percent from the free throw line. He scored 33 points against 42-1 and eventually state
champion Gulfport High School which at the time was the most points scored against Gulfport.

Hollingsworth was named to the Pearl All-Tournament team, All-Little Dixie Tournament
team, All South Mississippi All-Star team. He was also named an honorable mention All-
American during his senior season.

After graduating high school in 1970, Hollingsworth attended Mississippi College where he
also played basketball for the Choctaws and earned his degree. He has worked as a salesman in
the tire supply industry for more than 40 years and currently is the purchaser for Southern Tire
Mart.

Hollingsworth and his wife, Patsy, are residents of Morton and have a son, Scott, and three
grandchildren. He serves as a deacon and teaches Sunday School at First Baptist Church.
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Donald H. Pennington was an outstanding athlete and public servant in the
education community as a teacher, coach, and administrator throughout his
professional career.

At Morton High School, Pennington played junior varsity and varsity football and
was a member of the junior varsity and varsity track team through his early school
years. He earned All-District Honorable Mention during junior and senior seasons
and received the Best Back Award during his junior season. He was a four-year
letterman in football and track.

As a halfback/linebacker, Pennington helped lead the Panthers to two North
Little Dixie Championships. During his senior year, the Panthers recorded an 8-3
record with 216 points scored and only allowing 58 points by opponents. The defense posted five
shutouts leading to a North District Championship. During his four years, with three years as a two-
way starter, the Panthers posted an overall record of 26-14-1.

After graduating in 1964, Pennington enrolled at Jones County Junior College where he
participated in football and track. In football, he was a two-year starter at linebacker for the
Bobcats and a key player on the 1964 team that finished 9-1 and won a state championship.

The team was also recognized for having the top defensive unit in the state. He also played as a
fullback on offense and never missed starting a game as a linebacker. He was named as a first
team All-State linebacker and Junior College Gridwire All-American Team and an honorable
mention. He was inducted into the Jones County Junior College Sports Hall of Fame in 2015.

After earning his Associate of Arts degree in 1966, Pennington attended Mississippi College
where he was the first athlete to ever receive a full athletic scholarship. He was a starter at
linebacker for two years in football and never missed a game. He received the Head Hunter Award
multiple times, was a two-year letterman, and an “M” Club member. In track, he participated in
the shotput among his activities in the sport. During his senior year at MC, he taught physical
education and was an assistant football coach at Hinds Junior College.

Pennington earned his Bachelor of Science degree in education at Mississippi College (1969)
and returned for a Master’s degree in school administration (1976). He earned a Master’s degree
from Northeast Louisiana University (1983).

Pennington worked in Louisiana at Tallulah High School, Newellton High School, and Tallulah
Academy. His positions included teacher/coach, assistant principal, and principal. He also
served as superintendent at Tensas Parish School Board for 19 years. He retired in 2003, but left
retirement in 2006 to serve as headmaster of Tallulah Academy for 10 years.

Pennington initially served as assistant football coach and junior varsity head coach at Tallulah
High School. Taking the reins as head football coach, Pennington recorded a 56-39 record with one
tie. His teams made the state playoffs consecutively 1975-1978. In 1976, his team won their district
and reached the semi-final round with a 10-3 record. He served as head baseball coach for one
year and made the playoffs. He served as head varsity boys track coach 1973-1982.

At Tensas Academy, Pennington served as assistant football coach and assistant track coach
2014-2018. He ascended to head track and junior varsity for the boys’ and girls’ teams in 2019
where he remains as coach. In 2021 and 2025, his boys’ team finished as MAIS state runner-up.

He is married to Karen Eubanks Pennington and they have three daughters including Candice,
Kelly, and Kasey and 10 grandchildren. He is a member of First Baptist Church in Newellton, La.
Recent honors have included Madison High School which organized a football classic in his name

in2022.
*Biography is abbreviated for space; more information can be found in
class profiles on web site at scottcountysportshalloffame.org.
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Katie Brown Phillips was a pioneering player in the early years of softball
programs in her hometown of Sebastopol where she excelled and advanced
to collegiate athletics before pursuing a career in physical therapy where she
continued to care for athletes’ health.

Phillips participated in the first summer softball league in Sebastopol,
and possibly Scott County. She was among the Sebastopol 12U all-star team
that played all over the state and beyond, including Louisiana for a regional
tournament and the World Series.

Phillips was also a member of Sebastopol High School’s first softball team
during her junior year and played in her senior year as well where she received numerous athletic
awards. She also participated in a number of academic clubs including Math and Science and
Distributive Education Clubs of America (DECA) where she won first place at both the state and
national levels. She also served as one of Mississippi’s state DECA officers.

After graduating from Sebastopol in 1997, Phillips played softball at East Central Community
College on a scholarship where she earned an All-Academic Team award and was a member of
Phi Theta Kappa honor society.

She continued her college education with Meridian Community College’s Physical Therapist
Assistant Program. She participated in state and national physical therapy competitions through
Health Organization Students of America (HOSA) winning second and third place awards in
state and national divisions. She also won the John Marshall First Year Student Award and later
received the Circle of Excellence Award while graduating first in her class, in 2001.

She studied multiple areas of physical therapy in different locations including Florida where
she specialized in sport injury rehabilitation. She did extended studying of myofascial release
techniques, in New Orleans; and shoulder and knee specialty rehabilitation in Dallas, Texas.
Having numerous hours of study in all areas of physical therapy, she holds a certification as a
strength and conditioning specialist.

Phillips brought her physical therapy experience to Scott County in 2002 working with many
student athletes who played at the college level at the University of Southern Mississippi,
Mississippi State University, Ole Miss, and Louisiana State University, to name a few. Some of her
patients have played at the professional level. Additional sports involvement includes coaching
for numerous recreation league softball and soccer teams in Scott County.

She is married to Shane Phillips and they reside in Conehatta. They are parents to two
daughters, Brelie and Lanie, both of whom played softball at the collegiate level. Last year, Brelie
actually played on the national championship team at Copiah-Lincoln Community College.

Phillips is an active member of Sebastopol Baptist Church and serves on several committees
as well as teaches Sunday School to young adults. She continues to serve Scott County in several
different capacities and can often be found at sporting events and on Friday night sidelines. “I
consider it a great honor to serve our community from which | grew up,” she said.

Apex
Physical Therapy
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Scott Engle was raised in Blount County, Alabama, and graduated as
valedictorian in 1987. A standout athlete at Appalachian High School, he earned
All-State honors as a linebacker and received both the United States Marine Corps
Distinguished Athlete Award and the prestigious Bear Bryant/Shug Jordan Scholar-
Athlete Award in 1987.

He continued his football career at East Central Community College, where he
played fullback for two seasons and was the team’s leading scorer in 1988. Scott
graduated from ECCC in 1989 with an Associate’s Degree in Drafting.

In 1993, Scott and his father-in-law founded G&E Construction, building a
successful business that they later sold in 2019. That same year Scott surrendered to the call to
preach and began pastoring churches in Neshoba and Newton Counties, faithfully serving local
congregations for many years.

In 2019, Scott transitioned into full-time ministry with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes as an
Area Director serving East Central Mississippi. His area of responsibility includes five counties, 18
high schools, hundreds of coaches, and thousands of student-athletes. He also currently serves
on the coaching staff at East Central Community College football as Character Coach and Team
Chaplain.

In 2021 Scott was inducted into the Blount County Sports Hall of Fame.

Scott has been married to his wife, Michele Gregory Engle, since 1989. Together they have two
children and five grandchildren.

FELLOWSHIP OF
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Scott County Sports Hall of Fame
12th Annual Induction Ceremony

(s < 2026

Welcome
Frank Edmondson,

President, Scott County Sports Hall of Fame

Presentation of Colors & Pledge of Allegiance
Boy Scouts, Troop 63

Invocation
Anaesty Rogers, Forest FCA Huddle

National Anthem

Recognition of Scott County Sports Hall of Fame

Members in Attendance
David Farris,

Scott County Sports Hall of Fame Committee Member

Special Presentation
2026 MHSAA Class 4-A Champion Morton Boys Basketball Team
David Farris
1969 Little Dixie Conference Champions Forest Bearcat Football Team

Frank Edmondson

Presentation of “Sid Salter Sports Contributor Award”
Frank Edmondson

Introduction of Class of 2026
Scott County Sports Hall of Fame Inductees
And Presentation of Hall of Fame Plaques
Frank Edmondson

Keynote Speaker%
Scott Engle
Area Director of FCA serving East Central Mississippi

Benediction
Kaden King, Forest FCA Huddle

Program Book Signing
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Luke Reynolds lived a baseball experience where many other athletes only
dream of having a chance with strong high school achievement in Forest propelling
him through college and into the professional ranks.

A native of Forest, Reynolds was a multi-sport athlete at Forest High School
where he lettered in baseball, football, soccer, and tennis. On the gridiron, he was a
| member of the 2010 state champion Bearcat football team and was named second
1 team all-state in 2012.

: ﬁ His primary achievements came on the baseball diamond that ushered him into
7 anathletic career. Reynolds was named second team All-State in 2011, first team
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All-State in 2012 and 2013. As a freshman, he held a .333 batting average with 10 runs batted in and
scored 33 runs. As a sophomore, he batted .415 with 21 RBIs and scored 33 runs. During his junior
year, he batted .535 with 33 RBIs and scored 31 runs, including two home runs.

In his senior campaign, he batted .615 with 41 RBIs, 38 runs scored including eight homers and a
.670 on base percentage.

After graduating FHS in 2013, Reynolds carried his talents to Hinds Community College where
he was named Most Valuable Player and was selected for the first team All-State in 2014. He batted
.376 with 82 hits, scored 63 runs including five triples, 14 doubles, and five homers. He led the team
with 14 stolen bases. He also played in the National Junior College Athletic Association National
Championship game in the World Series in Enid, Oklahoma.

Reynolds’ collegiate career continued in Starkville for Mississippi State University in 2015 where
he played third base and served as a designated hitter, ending the regular season with a 10-game
hitting streak. He batted .304 in 35 games with 28 hits with six doubles, drew 21 walks, scored 15
runs, recorded 12 RBIs.

Reynolds traded the Bulldogs’ maroon and white for the Golden Eagles’ black and gold in
Hattiesburg for the University of Southern Mississippi in 2018. He was named Conference USA
Player of the Year with a performance that included a .387 batting average including 84 hits. He
scored 70 runs with 20 doubles, one triple, and scored 15 home runs. He also sent 61 RBIs across
the plate. He was also named first team All-American by Collegiate Baseball’s 2018 NCAA Division 1;
second team Perfect Game/Rawlings College; and third team Baseball America.

Reynolds moved to the next level when he was drafted in 2018 by the Chicago Cubs in the 10th
round. He played two seasons for the Cubs’ minor league affiliates with participation in 151 games
and 521 at-bats. He recorded 126 hits, scored 65 runs including nine homers. With 32 doubles and
three triples thrown in, his professional career batting average settled at .242.

Reynolds currently serves as the manager of D-Bat in Hattiesburg, and he is the area director of
the Knights Baseball Organization for the Pine Belt area.

He and his wife, Raeanna, have one son, Ripken.
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Roxana Rogers-Sullivan excelled on the court as well as the classroom during her
years with the Lake athletic programs.

Rogers-Sullivan was a four-year starter for the Lady Hornets basketball team and
her tenure included winning the state championship in 2001. Rogers-Sullivan was
named to the All District, All Scott County, and Scott County All Tournament teams
three times each. She also won the Most Valuable Player award twice and other
recognition including the Back 40 Award, Best Offensive Player, All-State, and team
captain.

Non-athletic achievements include regular inclusion on the honor roll, Beta Club
membership,

National Honor Society, Class President, Homecoming Queen, Scholastic Athletic Award,
Spanish Award, the 3.0 Club, The A.F. Hollingsworth Award, and Best All Around Class
Favorite Award.

After graduating from Lake High School, Rogers-Sullivan played two years for the East Central
Community College Basketball Team (Lady Warriors) which won state and regional
championships in 2003-2004; and she was named team captain. She received Who’s Who
Among College Students, Zeta Phi Beta Award, Leadership Award, and she was an Honor
Graduate.

Rogers-Sullivan carried her talents to the next level at Belhaven University where she continued
on the basketball court as the team captain. She won the Lady Blazer Iron Award, Most
Improved Player award, and Gulf Coast All-American Team (2006-2007).

Rogers-Sullivan holds a Bachelor of Science degree in social services from Belhaven University,
a Master’s degree in Rehabilitative Counseling from Jackson State University, and a Master’s
degree in Arts and Teaching in education from Belhaven University.

She served as a graduate assistant for Belhaven University, coordinator for Weems Community
Mental Health Center, as program specialist for Mississippi Department of Human Services
(state office), as a counselor for Mississippi Department of Rehabilitative Services, as Workforce
Placement Coordinator with East Central Community College.

Rogers-Sullivan has experience as a teacher/girls’ basketball coach with Newton Municipal
School District where she was also named Teacher of the Month in January 2021. She moved
to McLaurin High School in Rankin County where she previously coached girls’ track and field for
two years. She is currently in her fifth season as the girls’ head basketball coach at McLaurin
where she has worked diligently on rebuilding the program and teaches sociology and
psychology.

Rogers-Sullivan is a member of St. Mark’s Missionary Baptist Church (Lake) where she has
served faithfully since a young age.

She is married to Rev. David Sullivan, and they have two daughters, Rakiya and Katelyn.

Rogers-Sullivan is a member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., 2016; and also the following
organizations at Jackson State University: Sigma Tau Delta/Kappa Omicron Chapter, 2019; Chi
Sigma lota International Honor Society, 2019; Alpha Chi National Honor Society, 2018; Alpha
Epsilon Lambda Honor Society, 2018; and Alpha Kappa Mu Honor Society, 2017.
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For 10 years of a stellar coaching career, Gina Skelton provided her talent and
skills in guiding Forest High School athletes with quality guidance and mentorship
while coaching multiple sports.

A native of Waynesboro, Skelton lettered four years in basketball and track at
Waynesboro Central High School. In basketball, she won All-District and All-Sam
Dale honors for three years, was named captain and Most Valuable Player, and
selected to the Mississippi Association of Coaches South All-Star team. She was also
a member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Lettermen’s Club, and Beta Club,
and was elected by her classmates as Miss WCHS, Most Athletic, Class Favorite, and
served as a cheerleader.

After graduating in 1977 in the top 10 of her class, Skelton advanced to the
Mississippi University for Women on a basketball scholarship. In addition to being on the President’s
list academically, her memberships included Student National Education Association; Mississippi
Association of Health; Physical Education and Recreation Club; and social club positions.

Skelton earned a Bachelor of Science degree in health, physical education, recreation, and dance
with emphasis on athletic administration. She also earned a Master’s degree in education in 1986 at
Mississippi State University.

In 1981, Skelton served as head girls’ varsity and junior high basketball coach and assistant high
school softball coach at Pickens County High School in Reform, Ala. Two years later, she moved to
Carthage High School where she served as head coach for girls’ varsity, ninth, eighth and seventh
grades for seven years.

In 1990, Skelton arrived in Forest where she began a 10-year stint in the following coaching
positions: head girls’ basketball, varsity and ninth grade, all 10 years; head girls’ basketball, eighth
and seventh grades, four years; head boys’ basketball, one year; head softball, one year; head girls’
cross country, eight years; head boys’ cross country, two years; head girls’ track, varsity, nine years;
head girls’ track, junior high, four years. During her time in Scott County, Skelton was named Coach
of the Year in boys” and girls’ sports. She also started and coached the softball team and girls’ and
boys’ cross-country teams at Forest, and was named Teacher of the Year. During her one year as
boys’ basketball coach at Forest, the team earned a final four berth in playoffs. She was the first
female coach in Mississippi to take a boys’ basketball team to state while at Forest.

Skelton returned to her hometown in 2000 at Wayne County High School where she served as
assistant athletic director, six years; head girls’ varsity basketball coach, 12 years; and head girls’
cross-country coach for seven years. She left briefly in 2012 for Quitman High School where she
served as athletic academic advisor/Title IX coordinator for four years while also head coaching girls’
basketball.

She returned to Waynesboro in 2016 where she remains at Wayne County High School having
served as district athletic director, eighth year, after serving as assistant athletic director two years;
and she isin her tenth year as head girls’ varsity basketball coach.

Skelton is in her 45th year as a head basketball coach and holds a 1,015-383 overall record. She
is the first female coach in Mississippi public schools to win over 1,000 games. She took teams from
every school she coached to the final four in playoffs — the first female coach in Mississippi to do so.
Her teams ranked in the top 10 overall in the state 16 times and twice in the top 12 in the nation.

In her 15 years as a cross-country head coach, Skelton’s record includes two team state
championships, three individual state champions, two state runners-up, 13 division championships,
and four division runners-up. In her eight years as a track head coach, Skelton recorded five
individual state champions; one state runner-up team; one south state champion team; one south
state runner-up team; five division championship teams; three team division runners-up; and
numerous invitational championship teams.

Skelton’s record also includes numerous Coach of the Year honors at the local, state, and national
levels in basketball. She has held memberships in professional coaching organizations and served
in leadership roles, including president and other positions within the Mississippi Association of

Coaches. *Biography is abbreviated for space; more information can be found in
class profiles on web site at scottcountysportshalloffame.org.
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Don C. (Pete) Stokes has a strong record as a player and coach of many different
sports on the high school and college levels.

Stokes played football, basketball, baseball and ran track for Pelahatchie High
School. He was named Best Running Back and All-Conference player in football.
He was named Best Defensive Player, All-Conference, and All State Tournament in
basketball.

After graduation in 1983, Stokes advanced to Jackson State University where he
played football and was named Scholar Athlete of the Year and received the Walter
Payton Award. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in physical education in
1988.

Stokes came to Forest High School where has coached multiple sports including football,
basketball, baseball, and track. He has been part of four state championships and one state
runner up in football. He also won Coaching Staff of the Year honors in Scott County. In track,
three of his athletes won individual state championships.

Under Stokes, girls’ track teams have won 12 consecutive divisional championships and 15
overall. The boys’ track team has won four divisional championships.

Stokes has served as an official in basketball and softball where he earned Umpire of the Year
honors.

In addition to serving as a basketball official and training athletes, Stokes has 37 years of
experience with the Forest Municipal School District and one year with Pearl city schools.

He has three children including two daughters, Lateshia Pearson and Sonydrea Moore, and a
son, Dontavie Body.
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Sidney L. “Sid” Salter is Vice President for Strategic Communications and Director
of Public Affairs at Mississippi State University.

The Office of Public Affairs functions as MSU’s print, broadcast, and digital
newsroom, social media platform, strategic marketing and advertising agency,
photography and videography studio, and graphic design operation. Under Salter’s
leadership, Public Affairs is also responsible for managing and updating MSU’s
website, responding quickly to media inquiries, and handling crisis information
during emergencies. He also oversees MSU’s campus radio station, WMSV-FM, and
the University Television Center.

After a successful career as an award-winning journalist and broadcaster,

Salter joined MSU in 2011 as the university’s journalist-in-residence at the MSU Libraries, teaching
courses in Political Science and Communication. He authored a biography honoring longtime
MSU radio broadcaster Jack Cristil, which funded the Jack Cristil Scholarship in MSU’s Department
of Communication. This scholarship annually supports students pursuing careers in broadcast
journalism.

At MSU, Salter represents the university on the board of the University Press of Mississippi, the
state’s academic press. He serves on the President’s Cabinet, the President’s Master Planning
Committee, the Crisis Action Team, the Executive Council, the Athletics Council, the Data Security
Council, and chairs the Special Events and Game Day Committee and the Symbols, Licensing, and
Trademarks Committee.

A native of Philadelphia, Miss., Salter’s journalism career began in 1973 at age 14 at radio station
WHOC-AM. He was a John C. Stennis Scholar in Political Science at MSU. At age 24, he became
publisher and editor of the Scott County Times weekly newspaper in Forest, Mississippi. He served in
that role until leaving to become the Sunday op/ed section editor at the Clarion-Ledger in Jackson in
2001. He was a commentator on WTOK-TV in Meridian for ten years and hosted the afternoon drive-
time show on the Supertalk Mississippi radio network for three years.

Salter was honored in 2004 as MSU’s National Alumnus of the Year and received the Agriculture
Ambassador Award from the Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation in 2006.

Since 1997, he has served on the board of directors of Community Bancshares of Mississippi, a
multi-bank holding company operating as Community Bank in Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, and
Tennessee. He is chairman of the company’s Audit Committee.

A past president of the Starkville and Forest Rotary Clubs and a Paul Harris Fellow, Salter has
served on the boards of the MSU Alumni Association, the G.V. “Sonny” Montgomery Foundation, the
Mississippi Economic Council, the Mississippi Press Association, and the Mississippi chapter of the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. He is president of the Natchez Trace Council of the Boy Scouts of
America, serving 22 counties in northern Mississippi, and is a recipient of BSA’s Silver Beaver Award.

Salter has been a Mississippi syndicated political columnist for over 45 years. Besides teaching
and writing at MSU as the first journalist in residence in 2011-12, he was the first journalist to hold the
Kelly Gene Cook Chairin Journalism at the University of Mississippi in the 1990s. Salter also served
there as an associate professor.

In 2018 and 2023, he was named to the “Mississippi Top 50” list honoring the state’s most
influential leaders. He has received lifetime achievement awards from the University of Southern
Mississippi and Mississippi University for Women, as well as print and broadcast journalism awards
from the Associated Press. Salter is a member of the Mississippi Press Association’s Hall of Fame. He
and his wife, Leilani, are the parents of four grown children and have nine grandchildren. They are
members of Starkville Global Methodist Church in Starkville.
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Chris Allen Baker is known by many athletes across Scott County as constantly
present at numerous games and related sports events, always ready to cover their
action and achievements for local media for nearly 14 years.

Baker, first a resident of Lake and later Forest, served as sports editor and later
added managing editor to his duties at The Scott County Times from October 2003
until June 2017. He rotated among five high schools each week, sometimes visiting
multiple campuses on the same night. In all the major sports, he followed local teams
to away games as well as home games; covered tournaments and all-star events; and
local, regional, and state championship playoff games.

“It was my duty and desire to provide the best publicity possible to showcase our
student athletes’ achievements on the playing fields, courts, and other venues. |
enjoyed traveling to state championships in a variety of sports and producing special sections of the
newspaper spotlighting the student-athletes’ participation,” Baker said.

“l also enjoyed getting to know many players and coaches who came through the athletic programs
during my tenure and working with them to getting their actions into the newspaper. | proudly
watched student athletes grow, and | covered some of them again when they returned to Scott County
as coaches and have families of their own.”

A native of Winona, Miss., Baker played peewee football and little league baseball during his early
childhood and later served as a baseball manager and statistician during his senior year. He also
wrote a weekly news column in his hometown newspaper for three years and attended a collegiate
journalism summer workshop before graduating from Winona High School in 1989.

Baker attended the University of Mississippi where he frequently covered the Ole Miss Rebels
athletic programs and other news, working for The Daily Mississippian student newspaper. In
addition to winning writing and service awards, Baker represented the university as a member of the
National Board of Directors for the Society of Professional Journalists, and was the president of the
organization’s student chapter at Ole Miss. He was also named to the university’s Who’s Who student
recognition program.

After receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree in journalism with a minor in political science in 1995,
Baker worked for weekly newspapers across North Mississippi covering news, sports, and features
in Winona and Batesville. He moved to a weekly newspaper in Flowood in Central Mississippi before
landing as a copy editor at The Clarion-Ledger daily newspaper in Jackson.

Baker took a break in 2000 to work for the Mississippi Department of Transportation and later the
Institutions of Higher Learning in public relations before returning to a daily newspaperin 2002 at The
Meridian Starin Meridian. He returned to weekly newspapers at Philadelphia to work for The Neshoba
Democrat and The Kemper Messenger before his arrival in Scott County in 2003.

Baker returned to state service in 2017 in communications as a Public Relations Il/Special Projects
Officer IV with the Mississippi Department of Corrections in Jackson where he has served for almost
nine years.

Baker’s journalism career includes receiving numerous awards in news and sports writing and
photography through the Society of Professional Journalists in college and the Mississippi Press
Association, including the Bill Minor Investigative Reporting and the Freedom of Information awards
among others while in Scott County.

In 2014, Baker accepted an invitation to join the Scott County Sports Hall of Fame committee where
he continues to serve as secretary/treasurer.

Baker loves playing and promoting chess and directing tournaments. He is the founder and
coordinator of the Scott County Chess Club, member of the Madison County and Capital City Chess
clubs, and vice-president of the Mississippi Chess Association. He enjoys attending orchestra concerts
and serves as the president of the Forest High School Band Booster Club. He won four medals in the
Wing Dang Doodle (5K walk) Dash in Forest including a first place, two second places, and a third
place.

He is married almost 20 years to Emily Stromberg Baker, a music teacher at Forest Elementary
School and a cellist with the Mississippi Symphony Orchestra. Their son, Aaron, 15, is a sophomore at
Forest High School and is active with the band and tennis programs. The Bakers are members of St.
Francis of Assisi Episcopal Church in Philadelphia, past members of the former St. Matthews Episcopal
Church in Forest and past associate members of the former Forest United Methodist Church.
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For approximately 15 years, Freddie Bagley and Jackie Calhoun
volunteered their time and effort in producing “The Bag and Jack
Show” in support of the Forest football program. The Forest Band
Program also benefited from their success.

The former Bearcat football standouts called all the action and
provided insightful “color” commentary for Forest football games. The
broadcasts were not carried live but were re-broadcast the following
morning on Northland Cable TV.

In recognition of their dedication and support of the Forest football
program and the many student-athletes who benefited from their efforts, Bagley and Calhoun are receiving special
recognition at the 2026 Scott County Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony.

The annual event will be held at 5 p.m. Saturday, April 25, 2026, at the Livingston Center at Roosevelt State Park in
Morton.

Calhoun said he was not sure of the exact date when the Bearcat broadcasts first aired on Northland Cable TV, but
the “The Bag and Jack Show” began in the early 1980s.

“The broadcasts were the brainchild of Bert Atkison and former Bearcat announcer Jimmy Goodwin,” Calhoun said.
“My first experience was when Forest was playing a football game at West Lauderdale. Steve Driggers was the play-by-
play guy, and [ filled in as a camera man, standing on top of West Lauderdale’s press box. | kind of liked it and when
Steve moved to Alabama the next year, | brought in Freddie Bagley. We continued until the late 1990s.”

Not only did Calhoun provide “color” commentary for the football games, but he also led efforts to raise funds for
the football program.

“The first thing | noticed when we started, there were only 15 sponsors. Realizing that they were leaving money on
the table, | was soon able to increase it to 86 sponsors each year,” Calhoun said. “We had so much money that after a
couple of years Coach Jack French suggested we give half of the funds raised to the Forest Band Boosters.”

Calhoun noted that Tommy Lee, longtime “Voice of the Bearcats” on the public address system during football
games, would tell the school principals to buy the football players whatever they needed, and the Athletic Boosters
Club would buy whatever else they wanted.

“If I had to guess,” Calhoun continued, “over about a 15-year period, ‘The Bag and Jack’ Show raised more than
$250,000 for the Bearcat Athletic and Band Boosters.”

Bagley, former Bearcat quarterback and coach, handled the play-by-play calling and Calhoun, former Bearcat
lineman, provided the “color” commentary.

Calhoun said the broadcast “team” included several other volunteers.

“Bo Bounds worked the camera, and Sunay Patel was our statistician,” Calhoun said. “After Bo Bounds moved to
Laurel, Dr. Ken Strong became our reliable camera man. There was a couple of years when Bag had moved to the Coast
and Paul Bridges filled in during his absence. Sometimes, Sunay could not help himself and he would blast, ‘Can | get a
witness’ when a Bearcat broke loose for long score.”

Calhoun said that after about a year, when kids saw him or Bag on the streets, they would say, “There’s Bag and
Jack.” Jack added, “Thus, we marketed the telecast as ‘The Bag and Jack Show’ and | ordered the pull over ‘Bag and
Jack’ shirts for the crew.”

Calhoun said their most successful fundraising project resulted in a new football field house.

“When Coach (Jack) French mentioned that we needed a new field house, we went to work. | embarrassed Bag a
little bit when | had KFC buckets passed around the stadium during home games collecting $1 to $5 donations. | knew
that we would not get much money, but | achieved my goal of public awareness. We even had a $5,000 raffle.”
Calhoun said that after about a year of fundraising he had achieved his goal of $35,000 for the field house project.

“Because of all the public support, largely from the promotion of Sid Salter and The Scott County Times,
Superintendent Richard Hill postponed his plans to build a new administrative office and instead funded the rest of
the field house,” Calhoun said. “The field house is named after Richard Hill, and the weight room was dedicated to the
memory of Jimmy Goodwin. My goal was to have the project completed in time that my son, Paul, could enjoy using it
in his senior year.”

Calhoun said the “neatest” thing about the experience was knowing that all those football players could watch and
record their games on Saturday mornings.

“The Bag and Jack Show” provided coverage for all games - home and away.
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“It was a blast to go on road trips; we had a great time and were like family,” Calhoun said. “Wayne Robinson and
Northland Cable made the broadcast possible.”

Obviously, the biggest thrill for Calhoun was broadcasting his son’s teams winning two state championships.

“Can you imagine how excited | was when Paul caught a touchdown pass in the win over Pontotoc for the Bearcats’
first state championship game? That was the same game that future second-round NFL draft pick Todd Pinkston made
an acrobatic catch in the end zone for a spectacular touchdown, and quarterback Darren Moore
completed a shuffle pass to Tomeca McNair for another touchdown,” Calhoun said.

Calhoun recalled his feelings when it appeared the Bearcats might lose the South State Championship.

“I was about as depressed as | had ever been when my son was a senior and we were trailing on a cold, rainy night in
the South State Championship game at Prentiss. The Bearcats were down 16-0 at halftime and we were broadcasting
in the rain on the Prentiss side. | think Ralph Brown was filming that night, and the lens was so wet and foggy that the
broadcast was a bit blurry. All | heard were chants of ‘We are going to State.’ At that point, | felt as if it would be the last
time I would get to watch my son play high school football,” Calhoun said. “However, a blocked punt by a future first-
round NFL draft pick, Rashad Burgess, inspired the team and the Bearcats went on to win 26-16.”

The Bearcats rallied to win their second-straight state title.

“We fell behind 14-0 at halftime against Independence,” Calhoun said. “I had a calmness about me knowing that the
‘Cats could come back again. The Bearcats scored 21 unanswered points to take the State Championship for a second-
straight year!”

Calhoun noted the most “heady” play he remembers is when the Bearcats were down by less than a touchdown with
no time outs and with time running out.

“Quarterback Tre Clark got loose in our territory and ran the ball down to about the Newton 20. As it appeared that
they had him hemmed in, Tre turned around and looked at the clock on the other end and noticed there were about
three seconds left. Tre jumped to the sidelines to stop the clock and give us one more shot. Although the next play was
stopped short of the goal line, | will always remember it,” Calhoun said.

Bagley said Calhoun deserves all the credit for the fundraising side of “The Bag and Jack Show.”

“He saw the revenue potential and what it could do to help the football team and then later the band,” Bagley said.
“He worked tirelessly to get the new field house built, which he accomplished.”

Bagley continued,” We made a practice of announcing the sponsors at least two times every broadcast, and | think it
became a point of pride in the community to be included. Also, we tried to broadcast as many names of the players as
we could. Everyone likes to hear their names called out and we made it a point to do so.”

Bagley said he and Calhoun complemented each other during the broadcast.

“Jackie and I had a natural repartee, and it showed on the broadcast,” Bagley said. “I generally was the straight man,
and Jack would come up with some outlandish remarks, etc. One could tell that we genuinely enjoyed each other and
Bearcat football. (It didn’t hurt that we had three state championships in the 1990s and our band was still all-superior.)
What a product we had!”

Bagley said he has “many great memories” of their times together, including broadcasting from the press box of
Mississippi Memorial Stadium to roaming the stands in search of stories.

“But it was always about the players, the band members and their time on the ‘stage,
that stands out was so “small town.”

“It was the 30th anniversary of our 1969 football team (Overall Little Dixie Conference Champions) and we were to be
honored at halftime of the football game that night. Prior to the game, we had all met at Penn’s Fish House to socialize,
etc.

“I was announcing that night and found myself running a little late. In my haste to get to the stadium, I was stopped
by a local policeman for speeding.

“What’s your hurry, sir?” asked the policeman.

“I know you aren’t going to understand this,” Bagley explained, “but I'm Bag with ‘The Bag and Jack Show’ and I'm a
little late for the game.”

“You’re Bag?” he asked.

“Yes, sir,” was my respectful reply.

“Just follow me, Bag,” he said. And off he sped.

“So, I did,” Bagley said. “I followed his flashing blue lights all the way to L. O. Atkins Field with time to spare.

“Only in a small town could this happen,” Bagley said with pride.

And probably only in a small town would two former football standouts, who were members of championship teams,
volunteer more than a decade of service in helping other players experience success.

As another former football player stated, “It’s the Bearcat Way!”

i)

Bagley noted. One memory
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What It Means
to be a Winner

Sportsmanship means ethical conduct in any competitive
arena. Just as athletes strive to uphold fair play and respect
for opponents, bankers must adhere to principles of integrity
and honesty in their dealings. Bank of Commerce, formerly
Bank of Morton, encompasses transparency in transactions
and fair treatment for our clients. Like in sports, where good
sportsmanship is celebrated and rewarded, in banking,
it leads to long-term success and a positive reputation
for individuals and institutions alike.

R

Bank of
Commerce

Always for you.

FDIC

366 South 4th Street
Morton, MS 39117
601-732-8944
www.bankcom.com
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O‘STEWART GOLF CART a
S
FOREST, ms 601-469-1870

Ben Stewart

865 Highway 21 - Forest, MS 39074
Cell: 601.507.3225 - stewartgolfcarts@hotmail.com

BILLY FRANK ALFORD

AND ALL OTHER INDUCTEES

Will Boswell « Brian Goodman
David Hollingsworth « Don Pennington « Katie Phillips
Luke Reynolds « Roxanna Rogers-Sullivan
Gina Skelton « Don Stokes

Palmer Insurance Agency, Inc.

230 E Main St « Forest, MS 39074 - 601.469.2371
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AT

['M §0 PROUVD OF ALL OF VOUR
ACCOMPLISHMENTS!
| LOVE VOU,
KAREN!
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2026 Scott County Sports
Hall of Fame Inductees

Billy Frank Alford « Will Boswell « Brian Goodman
David Hollingsworth « Don Pennington « Katie Phillips

Luke Reynolds « Roxanna Rogers-Sullivan

Gina Skelton « Don Stokes

MARKETPLACE

BRINGING YOU QUALITY PRODUCTS
SINCE 1945

Village Square Shopping Center
820 MS-35 « Forest, MS 39074 « 6014694650
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Moaoyor: Jeffrey Gladwey
Aldermen: Portia Nunnely, Cihhad Hllmon ,
Greg Hollingswortiv, Kettra Talley, Paul Tadlock
Town Clerk: Pam Luke
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CONGRATULATIONS

2026 Scott County
Sports Hall of Fame
Inductees

The Hornet s Nest

“Where Community & Convenience Meet”

SCOTT COUNTY
SPORTS HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2026

PRICE & CO., P.A. * BILLY PRICE
106 EAST THIRD STREET FOREST, MS 601.469.4020
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Billy Frank Alford
I AM PROUD OF YOU!

A\

— Alford Realty

< Servmg Central Mississippi since 1980

Z 601-469-1377

// Matt Alford Broker & Certified General Appraiser
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WE LOVE YOU!

KELLY, CHAD, ALLIE KATE, DUANE MILLIE TY,
MALLORIE, AND MIA-CLAIRE
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We Love youw and ave so proud of you!
Sinda, Matt & Sogan




CONGRATULATIONS
KATIE PHILLIPS

AND ALL THE
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

The Burger Barn

S rOPOLINS Celebrating 30 Years!

“We Appreciate Your Business”
A Family Owned and Operated Business since 1994

CONGRATULATIONS

to all of the
SCOTT COUNTY SPORTS 2026 Sports

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES Hall of Fame Inductees

Come See Us for...
Loans, Online Banking, Checking & Savings
“New Name, Same Great People!”

Community Partners
Federal Credit Union

D U ett s I n C. Community Partners Federal Credit Union

Hwy 21 - Sebastopol, MS 102 Old Hwy 15 Loop « Newton, MS 39345
601-625-8259 601.683.3322

dlittle@communitypartnersfcu.com
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@ Geodinare Loanna Logors-Sullivan
and the
Clace ©f 2024
Scott County Sports
Hall of Fame Inductees

D auroParts

H & W Truck Auto Parts
24643 US-80, Lake, MS 39092 601.775.3924
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Katie Phillips

and all the Class of 2026 Inductees
of the Scott County Sports Hall of Fame

from Easom Hardware, your family owned hardware
in the heart of Sebastopol!

EASOM HARDWARE

“Family owned since 1939”
17544 Hwy 21- Sebastopol, MS - 601.625.8551

B

FAY'S ACCOUNTING
and TAX SERVICES INC

A X ©
Tammy Hunter PP .
Tax Preparer / Vo A

P.O. Box 109 109 Pine Street - Sebastopol, MS 39359
601.625.8485 - faystax@bellsouth.net
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2026 Scott County
Sports Hall of Fame Inductees

KOCH FOODS

America's Chicken Specialist




Scott County Sports Hall of Fame Membership

Class of 2015 - Inaugural Class

Ed Amis, Sebastopol; *Rashard Anderson, Forest; Greg Carter, Forest; Tutti Calhoun Carter, Forest; *James “Bo” Clark,
Forest; *Dr. Howard Clark, Morton; Michael Davis, Morton; Rita Gail Easterling, Morton; Granville Freeman, Lake; Jack
French, Forest; *James (Jim) B. Harvey, Forest; Andre Hollis, Morton; Freeman Horton, Lake; Michael Kincaid, Morton;
*Sylvia Howell Krebs, Forest; Jason Latham, Morton; *Dr. Charles David Lee, Forest; Tom Stewart Lee, Jr., Forest; Dave
Marler, Forest; Dulymus “Deuce” McAllister, Morton; Marlo Perry, Scott Central; Todd Pinkston, Forest; Freddy Roberts,
Morton; *W. D. “Red” Stroud, Forest; and Peyton Weems, Lake.

Class of 2016

Maurice L. Bowie, Morton; Annie B. Currie, Forest; *Curtis Reed Davis, Morton; Larry Leo Johnson, Forest; *Burney
Kirkland, Scott Central; Julie C. Latham, Morton; *Carla Lowry, Forest; Randy Martin, Lake; *Melvin Roland, Morton;
*Durward Smith, Forest; and Michael “Chuck” Wade, Forest.

Class of 2017
Mickey Bounds, Scott Central; *Carl Harris, Morton; Tony Hughes, Forest; Larry Ingle, Forest; *Marvin Morgan, Lake;
*Perry Qualls, Forest; *Gary Risher, Forest; Reggie Robertson, Morton; and *John Rogers, Morton.

Class of 2018

Steven Boozer, Morton; Lisa Bustin Cannella, Forest; *N.C. Eiland, Sebastopol; Cecil H. Jones, Morton; Tom S. Lee Sr,,
Forest; *Duaine “Sappo” Moore, Morton; *Dutch Nichols, Harperville; Sammy Pace, Lake; Ricky Rogers, Lake; and
Sheldon Thomas, Forest.

Class of 2019

Freddie Bagley, Forest; *Ken Gordon Sr., Morton; Pam Green Hampton, Sebastopol; Chad Harrison, Scott Central;
*Sammy Holifield, Lake; Dewey Holmes, Lake; Bill Ingersoll, Lake; David Livingston Jr., Morton; Colton Mitchell, Lake;
Roy Pinkston, Forest; Rowana Pope, Forest; and Watt Whatley, Forest.

Class of 2020

*Ken Bramlett, Forest; Shelia Dupree, Forest; Sandra Wade Freeman, Forest; Shay Hodge, Morton; Rex Keeton, Morton;
McKinley Kincaid, Morton; Thomas “Tommy” D. Lee, Forest; Truman Moore, Sebastopol; Edgar Simpson, Morton; and
*Rodney Stowers, Forest.

Class of 2021
Randy Brunson, Sebastopol; Dan Gressett, Lake; Jason Judge, Lake; Effum McBounds, Morton; Miles Porter, Morton;
John Richardson, Morton; and *Jack Taylor, Morton.

Class of 2022
Stanley G. Douglas, Forest; Lee Dukes, Forest; David Farris, Morton; Perry Fletcher, Morton; Sandy Puckett Keenan,
Scott Central; *Jake Nester, Lake; and *Howard Sessums, Harperville.

Class of 2023
*John David Calhoun, Forest; Krista Donald, Lake; Genia Griffin Jackson, Morton; Dr. Vernon Clyde Muse, Sebastopol;
Haywood Reeves, Forest; *James Nathan Russell, Forest; and Darvis Vance, Lake.

Class of 2024

*Dr. Jim Ashmore, Forest; *Roquel Barber, Scott Central; Charles Brown, Sebastopol; Britney Burks, Scott Central;
John Eichelberger, Morton; Chris Ficklin, Scott Central; *Jimmy Goodwin, Forest; Mike Hendershot, Scott Central;
*Erle E. Johnston, Forest; James Johnston, Lake; Guy McGarrity, Sebastopol.

Class of 2025

Charlene Jones Bates, Forest; Lewis Bradford, Scott Central; Kiley Culpepper, Lake; *Bob Tom Johnson, Morton;
*John Lassetter, Morton; Craig Martin, Lake; Lee Martin, Lake; Carolyn Rogers, Morton; *Kenneth Thrash, Sebastopol;
Jason Wooten, Lake

* Deceased




CONGRATULATIONS
Scott County
Sports Hall of Fame

Inductees!

Home of the Scott County Sports Hall of Fame

Forest Youth Sports Association
835 Park Road = Forest, MS 39074
601.469.3313
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