The Gospel Lens, Part 4 Gaining Godly Perspective
Matthew 10:29-31          Psalm 139:13-18
	Over the past few weeks, we have talked about learning to live faithfully in Babylon.  We have reviewed the need to approach life with a biblical world view, that is, to see things and people through the lens of the Gospel—and that means everything from culture to ideologies, from the lost to our own neighbors.  But we must ask, what about ourselves?  Sometimes, even as faithful Christians, we get blinded to the truth of our identity in Christ, blinded by our dents and dings and scars, our past, our own struggles, our sin, our uncertainties, and our overall circumstances.  We often define ourselves by our weaknesses and struggles, taunted by the enemy, and unknowingly—as a default position—agreeing with him about who we are.  What if our default setting became a routine viewing of ourselves the way that our Maker does?  What if we came to see ourselves in the way our God sees us in Christ?  This does not mean that we pride ourselves or boast about ourselves as His but that, in submission and humility, in His assurance, we view ourselves as citizens of Heaven, sojourning on Earth.  We can come to believe God’s appraisal of us over the lies of the enemy, learning that we have seen ourselves through the wrong lens.  
Let’s pray. “Lord, help us see our value as our God sees us, “of more value than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:31).  This passage comes to us as part of His commissioning of His Disciples. Here, Christ encourages them not to fear human judgments but to trust God and embrace their value in Him.  Tom Keller has written, “We are not who we think we are; nor who others think we are, but who God declares us to be in Christ.”  Our identity in Christ is truly about our worth, security, and purpose in Jesus, despite our circumstances or the evaluation of us by others.  Family, this doctrine of biblical identity is so important to Jesus that He includes it in His commissioning of the Disciples and discusses it throughout the pages of scripture.  Our identity is not self-declared or self-developed; it is given to us by our Maker and our Redeemer.  In Matthew 10 and in Luke 12, Jesus uses the sparrow to teach of our value in Christ.  He makes clear that nothing escapes the attention of our loving God.  The assarion used to purchase sparrows is a small, low value coin made of bronze or copper.  In the first century CE, sparrows are the cheapest and most insignificant birds sold at market.  Estimates are than 1.6 million sparrows now live around the world—nothing special, nothing rare—yet your Heavenly Father never loses track of a single one of them, according to Luke 12:6.  And, hey, Christian, God has not lost track of you!  He has created us and certainly doesn’t see His handiwork as unworthy.  The truth of our identity—our real value to Him—should motivate us to deepen our intimacy with Christ.  It should motivate repentance.  Note that David, in Psalm 139, speaks of God’s intimate knowledge and sovereignty:  
“13 For you formed my inward parts;
    		you knitted me together in my mother's womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
    		my soul knows it very well.
These verses speak of our intricate, God-created design.  Moreover, David affirms God’s involvement in our lives (Psalm 139:17-18 see below).  Christ didn’t shed His blood for sparrows.  Christ shed His blood for you and for me.  God’s appraisal of you and me is based solely on the atoning work of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Paul speaks of this renewal of righteousness and holiness to the church at Ephesus; each of those believers is 
22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. --Ephesians 4:22-24
This declaration of your identity in Christ affirms that you are not the product of your past.  You are not the sum of your mistakes.  You are not your anxiety.  No, you are HIS workmanship: “For we are His workmanship,” writes Paul,  “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  
	Here’s the truth:  I am acutely aware of my weaknesses and insecurities.  And the devil wants me to agree with him that these things define me.  But I have learned that on a daily basis I must choose to believe God’s assessment over my own or over that of the enemy.   The very good news is this:
5 He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by His grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. --Titus 3:5-7
Our identity is not tied to our accomplishments or performance.  God’s love for His child is rooted in grace, not the individual believer’s performance.  You already have His love in full measure.  Your and my identity in Christ’s atonement is a gift of God’s grace.  It is the source of our transformations from old self to new, from alienation to belonging.  It qualifies us to share in the inheritance of the saints of the Kingdom of Light! Oh! Give “thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light” (Colossians 1:12).  
	These truths about our identity in Christ are not just things we learn to make us feel better.  Our identity should motivate our compassion.  It should empower us to operate in Christ.  By embracing our identity in Christ, each of us is fundamentally transformed, empowered, and set free to live as God intended us to live.  My and your identity in Christ is fixed, but it should not—cannot—be kept to ourselves.  Charles Spurgeon writes, “The Bible is the light of the church, but the world doesn’t read the bible.  The world reads Christians.  You are the light of the world.”  First, then, read and agree with the Word, then walk in it, and share it.  We are called to proclaim His excellence:  
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. --1Peter 2:9-10 
Embrace God’s perspective.  Each of you and I need to see ourselves clearly.  We have to replace the world’s and the enemy’s lies with God’s truth.  Here are some practical takeaways
1.  Identify the lies.  Find the areas where you feel insignificant, pressured to perform, or unworthy.
2. Meditate on scripture.  Anchor yourself with God’s affirmation in His word.  
3. Pray for clarity.  Ask God to help you see yourself through His eyes.
4. Engage in community.  Let other believers remind you of your God-given worth.
5. When you or I sin, remember that He wants you and me not to run from Him but to turn to Him, being quick to repent. 
Our identity is rooted in a deep relationship with Christ: “I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made./Wonderful are your works; /my soul knows it very well” (Psalm 139:14).  This, Christian, is God’s appraisal of you!  For more affirmation, please find a list of characteristics of your identity in Christ. on the welcome desk.  See yourself through the lens of the Gospel for the purpose of sharing the Gospel!
Matthew 10:29-31
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
Psalm 139:13-18
13 For you formed my inward parts;
    you knitted me together in my mother's womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
    my soul knows it very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,
    intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
in your book were written, every one of them,
    the days that were formed for me,
    when as yet there was none of them.
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
    How vast is the sum of them!
18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand.
    I awake, and I am still with you.
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