The Gospel Lens: Part 1 Grace in Action
Philippians 2:12-13          Titus 2:11-14
	
[image: ]	In both of our readings this morning, the Apostle Paul instructs and encourages the reader on how to live faithfully in a fallen world.  With the phrase “work out your own salvation,” Paul does not tell the church in Philippi to earn salvation but to live it out.  The Greek word he uses, katergozomas, means to bring to completion, to carry to the goal, or to develop fully.  Salvation is received in a moment by grace through faith, but it is lived out over a lifetime, through obedience and transformation.  What Paul talks about here is sanctifying grace--the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit, transforming us into the likeness of Christ.  Paul talks the Holy Spirit training us to renounce ungodliness and to live self-controlled lives, following sound doctrine.  Powered by the Holy Spirit, we are to minister lovingly to a lost and dying world. Paul does not preach pressure or performance or perfection but life directed by the Holy Spirit.  Through surrender and obedience, we deepen our fellowship with Him, changing the way we see things.
Have you ever seen one of these? This is called a Phoropter.  It has the ability to completely change the way you see.  One wrong lens, and the eye chart becomes unreadable, but the right one can bring things into clear, life-changing focus.  The specific lens through which you look makes all the difference.  Can I tell you that seeing the person and the work of Jesus means seeing our salvation, sanctification by grace, and knowledge of the truth of the Gospel.  “I was blind, but now I see,” goes one line of Amazing Grace. This is seeing things through the Gospel Lens: Our worldview shaped not by family, history, politics, opinion, or any other aspect of culture but by biblical truth.  Paul knew about a fallen world; he knew about a corrupt culture.  He brought into it the enlightening Grace of God, The Gospel Lens.  Our sanctification should cause us to live faithfully in a fallen world.  It should open the eyes of our hearts. In Ephesians 1:18-20, Paul writes:



18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,
The opened eyes of the heart—the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit—must be applied to practical areas of life, such as marriage, sexuality, the integrity of the genders, the sanctity of life, God’s overall design, or handling suffering, the opened eyes of the heart.  Daniel is an example in our modern-day Babylon.  In this broken culture, we have allowed biblical issues to be politicized; in doing so, we have removed the compassionate heart of Christ from daily life.  This has mean that sometimes we have concerned ourselves more with party affiliation than with the alignment with the Gospel.  
Sadly, Christians can sometimes get so focused on opposing cultural and/or political ideologies that we become desensitized and defensive.  We forget that these are real people with whom we disagree, people who, just like us, were made in God’s image.  Paul makes that clear in his letter to the Ephesians: “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (6:12).  For us, this means that we should see people—all people, even those with whom we disagree—through the Gospel Lens.  Take, for example, the issue of abortion and the sanctity of life.  The Gospel Lens requires the believer to see both the baby and the mother as being made in the image of God.  Both are precious in His sight, valued.  Acting through the Gospel Lens means finding opportunity to minister lovingly to women who find themselves in desperate situations.  
The Gospel Lens is the framework for viewing other people, culture, ourselves and our personal experiences through the foundational truths of Jesus Christ.  We can stand boldly on the truth of Scripture and love like Jesus does—uncompromisingly: “Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him who is the head, into Christ”-- Ephesians 4:15.  We are to point people to Christ.  The Gospel Lens reframes our perspective, including our understanding of ourselves.  It is practical and biblical in its worldview.  This means that you are not the sum of your past mistakes.  The Gospel Lens sees that Christ’s forgiveness and salvation is for everyone who will receive it.  In his second letter to the Church at Corinth, Paul gives believers instruction and encouragement on how to live faithfully as sanctified and sanctifying people in a fallen world:
14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.					--2 Corinthians 5:14-17
The Gospel Lens is part and parcel of the Christian as a new creation.  It is grace in action, transformative, redemptive. It means the believer sees God’s purpose and sovereignty in both the mundane and difficult moments of life.  When faced with challenges or exposed to influences of concern, the Gospel Lens means we seek what the Bible says rather than depend upon what we think or feel.  The Gospel Lens is framed by hope and truth, formed by the redemptive work of the Holy Spirit in salvation and sanctification.  The Gospel Lens means daily yielding to God.  It means progressive transformation.  It means learning to love God and to love people, even our enemies, as Christ loves us.  
	Some believers may occasionally feel as though they are stuck in the shallow end.  The simple truth is all you have to do to drift is nothing.  Maybe, you feel stuck or adrift because you stopped swimming.  The Gospel Lens and our sanctification are not burdens.  Paul does not write to the new, first century churches to criticize but to energize and refocus.  His words are meant to awaken us to the truth that the God who saves us is also the God who shapes us.  He empowers us for a life of holiness. He never leaves us.  If you feel less than energized in faith, if your Gospel Lens seems cloudy, here’s how to pray:  God, I haven’t been viewing things through the lens of the Gospel.  Help me to change my perspective, to love intentionally, to live intentionally in submission to Your will, daily yielding to Your will in reverence and in joy. Help me know that You are shaping me.  Forgive me for treating grace as a license for passivity.  Help me see through Your Lens, able to walk in love and purpose and to live a self-controlled life.   

Passages in support of this sermon:
Philippians 2:12-13
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Titus 2:11-14
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
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