Powerful Prayers of the Bibe:  Part 5 The High Holy Prayer
John 17:9-26
	This morning, we conclude our series on powerful prayers of the Bible with the High Holy Prayer of Jesus.  From John 13-16, in His farewell address, Jesus has answered their questions and shared a meal with His Apostles.  He has washed their feet and given them a new commandment to love one another as He has loved.  He has answered more questions about how He is to leave them.  And He has promised the coming presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus now turns from offering information to offering intercession.  He looks to Heaven, and despite what is before Him, He is not downcast.  We believe that the disciples are in ear shot of this prayer.  Both Christ’s prayer here and His sacrifice make intercession for us.  He functions as High Priest, praying on behalf of His People, fulfilling this Old Testament prophecy:
9 And they made his grave with the wicked
    and with a rich man in his death,
although he had done no violence,
    and there was no deceit in his mouth.
10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;
    he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,
    make many to be accounted righteous,
    and he shall bear their iniquities.
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death
    and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
    and makes intercession for the transgressors.  (Isaiah 53:9-12).  

Jesus, knowing what lies before Him, prays, not only for the disciples but also for us all as well.  He prays for the preservation of His own, saying in verse 11, “Keep them.” He asks His Heavenly Father to sanctify them in His truth. How awesome it is that the all-powerful God of the universe would keep us and sanctify us by the power of His authority and character.  Your Christ, believer, who died for you, prays for you!  
	Something struck me this week.  After this prayer, Jesus and the disciples go to the Garden of Gethsemane (*Matthew 26:36-44).  There, He tells them to keep watch, stay awake, and pray.  While He is in anguish, they fall asleep.  Three times He admonishes them to stay awake, but they just aren’t able.  Yet, **Luke 5:5-8 tells us, they were able to stay awake all night to fish. I wonder, though, how
_________
* Matthew 26:36-44
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch[a] with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again.
Luke 5:5-8
5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”
often later they have Jesus’ prayer for them echo in their hearts and minds.  How did His intercession for them affect their ministries, their resolve, their families, their daily devotion?  How do you feel knowing Christ prays for you, Christian?  How does His intercession inform your sanctification? Your protection?  Our joy? Our unity in His church?  It shouldn’t just make you feel good. Robert Murray McChene writes, “If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room, I would not fear a million enemies.  Yet distance makes no difference.  He is praying for me!” His intercession should empower your ministry! His intercessory prayer for us makes real Paul’s affirmation: “39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:39). It is real: “Consequently, He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since He always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). And it clarifies His divinity, his Sonship to the God of Heaven: “And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the Prophet?’ And he answered, ‘No.’” (John 1:21).  
	Jesus prays perfectly on the basis of His divinity and perfect sacrifice.  Eternally, He intercedes.  Our salvation is secure in Him.  God is holding on to us Christians.  But this divine protection does not excuse us from praying.  Prayer reflects our dependance upon God.  Prayer affirms our glorification of God.  Prayer affirms our awareness of the truth that God is for us.  That Christ is interceding for us and has ever interceded for us will produce in us seasons of refining. Just as the silversmith holds the metal close to the fire, watching it until he sees his face reflected in the now purified metal, our focused prayer brings us closer to God, refining us so that we reflect Him in what we think and do.  He sanctifies us based upon His perfect character.  The closer we draw to Him in prayer, the more He refines us.  In application, how does knowing that you are prayed for, interceded for, change your approach to your life, your ministry, your war against your own sin?  Does knowing that He prays for you affect your trust, your surrender, and your obedience?
	Lastly, I offer two take-aways.  Jesus prays not only for believers but also for those who have yet to believe.  Speaking to the mission, Christ’s desire is that we be unified in purpose and in mission, that we would see His glory and that His love would be in us.  We are called to be disciples to the same degree as the original disciples—in dedication, in surrender, in obedience, and in sacrifice.  The continuity between the first century church and the church of every age to come is affirmed in His prayer for us and our prayer to Him.  We are protected, united, joyful, sanctified, and holy through prayer, for our good and His glory.  And one more thing:  This prayer of Jesus, this holy prayer of intercession and love, was not a good-bye. In John 12:24, Jesus reminds us, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  We can hear Jesus say, “I want to, I desire, to be with my people, my bride, for all eternity.”  Jesus wants to be with you and me, believer.  That is the truth in this relationship—eternal perspective.  Let us pray:
	Thank you, Father, that even when our prayer life struggles, Jesus is praying for us.  May what’s important to Christ become what’s important to us!  AMEN! 
Maybe, you’re here and have never accepted Christ as your Savior.  Believe in Him for your eternity.  Let today be that day.  

Passage in support of this sermon:
John 17:9-26
9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one.[a] 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them[b] in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sake I consecrate myself,[c] that they also may be sanctified[d] in truth.

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

Pastor Chris West, Shepherd of the Mountains Church, Murphy, NC
26 October 2025
