The Gospel Lens, Part 2 Grace for the Journey
1 Thessalonians 4:1-7          Ephesians 5:1-14

	Continuing our series, “The Gospel Lens,” let me ask:  How was your spiritual eyesight this week?  In our first reading, Paul writes to the Thessalonian Church in detail about what it looks like to live in sanctifying grace.  He tells them, “Walk and please God.”  Sanctification is the process by which believers are made holy, increasingly conformed to the likeness of Christ.  This occurs not by human achievement but in surrender to the Holy Spirit.  This is the calling of every born-again believer.  In short, is obedience and surrender to God’s parenting of us. If God doesn’t have the right to parent you, you cannot call him Father: “3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3).  Paul writes to the church at Ephesus, “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Ephesians 4:32). Later, he adds, “Be imitators of God, as beloved children” (5:1).  He calls believers to deny the flesh and walk in the Spirit.  
Our sanctification is authored by grace, begins at salvation, is empowered by the Holy Spirit, involves personal responsibility, pursues righteousness actively, resists sin, and  repents quickly in failure.  This is the making of a disciple fueled by spiritual discipline.  It is training for righteousness.  The message of the Gospel is not “follow your feelings.”  It is “Follow Chris”t:  “in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect”  (1 Peter 3:15).  Yes, we are to follow Christ but to do it in love and by following the whole counsel of God’s Word—discerning His will and walking in it.  The author of Hebrews writes, “12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (4:12).  Family, the Word of God is our protection, correction, and direction.  Its content is for our sanctification.  And remember.  Our sanctification is not for us alone.  We need to reflect Christ in a world that desperately needs him.  Daniel lived as faithfully to God in Babylon as he had in Jerusalem.  We are exiles in a foreign land set apart to honor God, and in our actions, we are to display that our King is holy.  In a culture where sin is celebrated, God does not change.
	

But Jesus always treated those to whom He ministered with dignity and respect.   Think of the adulterous woman and of the woman at the well.  While addressing their sin with honesty, He treated them with respect and dignity.  He stands on truth while not losing sight of the fact that they were both people made in the image of God.  Yet, they represent the need of mankind for redemption:
9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.--1 Corinthians 6:9-11
Listen.  Jesus consistently met people at the level of their hearts; He did not just respond to their action or symptom.  He came for the broken.  He came for the sinner:  “But when he heard it, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick’” (Matthew 9:12.  The call is the same for everyone; Christ meets us where our hearts are.  We cannot speak against sin while withholding the Gospel.  We cannot treat certain people or certain sins because we don’t share their struggle with a particular sin. 1 Corinthians 6:11 reminds us that we did not save ourselves, and we did not justify or sanctify ourselves: “And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”  We all need Jesus.  The answer is not to let the flesh lead, not to succumb to temptation but to live holy lives among our neighbors. We do this by surrendering our lusts, passions and temptations, our urges to display contempt, to condemn and to criticize others and leaving them at the feet of Jesus.  This choice to surrender means allowing the Holy Spirit to control our lives. Under His control, we hold firmly to God’s design for sexuality, gender, marriage, singleness, and submit to His plan for our sanctification—living our lives through the Gospel Lens.  Of this approach to life in Him, Paul writes:
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.        --Romans 13:8-10
This living though the Gospel Lens means to live in view of God’s mercy, recognizing the He gives us grace for the journey.  
	Allow our Heavenly Father to parent you.  Let Him direct your sanctification; let Him guide your sanctification.  Let Him guide you in your marriage and in your relationship with neighbors. Let the Gospel Lens lead you in how you deal with other people whose sin may be different from yours.  Each person’s identity is not meant to be defined by that person’s temptations, desires or struggles.  Every believer is to define self and others in Jesus Christ.  Don’t let the flesh lead.  Again, the message of the Cross is not “Follow your feelings.”  The message of the Gospel is “Follow Jesus.”  We can live in Babylon but not let Babylon live in us.  We can live free from our old selves.  The Gospel Lens is a call to the Heavenly focus.  It means ultimate security in view of God’s mercy.  Deny the flesh, walk in the Spirit, and treat others with kindness, gentleness, and respect.  Christ gives us grace for the journey.  We glorify God by being compelled to love.  Listen.  Our acts of love are ultimately for Jesus, no matter how they are received by others.  Walk your journey and please God.  He has called each of us to Sanctification.  Yes, He gives Grace for the journey!  Yes, we find joy as Imitators of God, as beloved children to walk in love, living each day through The Gospel Lens!

Passages in support of this sermon:
1 Thessalonians 4:1-7
4 Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 2 For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.
Ephesians 5: 1-14
5 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

3 But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 4 Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore, it says,

“Awake, O sleeper,
    and arise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
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