A Weary World Rejoices:  Part 2 “Peace—Hear the Good News”
Isaiah 9:6-7          Luke 1:46-55
	Today is, of course, the second Sunday of Advent, a day that is centered on the promise of peace.  Remember, Advent is a season of preparation, a season of active waiting, a season for celebrating the Prince of Peace.  His arrival into the world was announced with peace:  To the shepherds, the angels sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14).  His departure was announced with peace, also: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27).  And yet peace is an element often missing from the hearts of mankind.  What if this Advent season is an invitation to a journey to fall in love with Jesus all over again?  What if this Advent season each heart could rediscover the hope and peace that life with Christ brings?  
The message of Advent is clear:  Because Christ came into the world, we can have transformative peace in our lives—peace with God and recon-ciliation--in our families, in our work, in our communities, in our church.  Stop looking for peace in a world that knows nothing about it.  Family, we can’t have the peace of God until we have peace with God.  This reconciliation brought to us through Jesus was part of God’s plan long ago.  Peace is not something we find:  It is someone we know.  The prophet Micah prophesied of His coming seven hundred years before Christ’s birth.  He records unspeakable violence and injustice occurring in his time, but in chapter 5, he foretells of better days.  Micah says, “You long for peace because there is a peace-giver” (Micah 5:3-5).  This history is established in the pages of eternity by the Author of peace:  “For God is not a God of confusion but of peace” (1Corinthians 14:33).
Look with me at our Gospel reading in Luke, Mary’s song.  Called “The Magnificat,” here meaning to magnify the Lord.  What Mary teaches us about our personal walk with Christ is powerful.  She speaks of the divine attentiveness of God’s plan: 
“48 for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed  (Luke 1:48).
  
Hers is a response to God for God.  One of the first things we see is her words pointing to scripture.  Mary reveals that she is thoroughly familiar with Holy scripture, as she alludes to texts in Psalms 22, 44, 103, and  to Hannah’s song found in 1 Samuel, in which Hannah sings praises to God for His gift of her child.  Mary’s song praises her God.  She could focus on her situation and feel nothing but fear.  She could ask, “Why me?”  But, you may say, “Pastor Chris, it wouldn’t be that hard to praise God when you’ve got Jesus living within you!”  Well, Christian, don’t you have Christ living in you?  Paul testifies to the Galatians, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).  And Paul writes this about God’s peace:
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. --Colossians 3:15-16
And remember, peace is an element of the fruit of the spirit!  Mary’s song is our song.  Paul writes,
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household --Ephesians 2:13-19
Christ is not only our  hope at Christmas, but He Himself is our peace.  We who were once far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  Well, you might say, I once felt near but now not so much.  Family, listen.  You are going to have a hard time finding peace living in an unrepentant sin.  He Himself is our peace.  The Gospel is not good advice.  It is good news.  It is truth to live in.  Mary recognized God as her savior in the very beginning of her song, declaring her need for Him, her dependence upon Him.  This is her expression of trust in her Lord, her declaration of her need for Him, her dependance upon Him.  This—His peace and hers—transforms.  It offers peace with our past, peace with our present selves, peace with one another.  
  But above all, peace with God is available (Colossians 1:19-20).  Mary reminds us that God is mindful of all our needs.  Spurgeon assures us that if God is near us, He sees the tears that scald our cheeks.  He marks our sighs; He sees our heaving breasts.  Our restlessness He sees, and  the troubles of our souls He knows and sees.  Psalm 34 tells us that He is near to the broken-hearted.  Mary confirms a hope rooted in an ever-increasing peace.  In it, we can experience forgiveness, nearness, newness, and a peace that fosters peace with others  
If you want to experience the peace of God, you first must know the peace of God.  No other religion teaches this.  Each one, in some form, teaches that peace of God must be achieved, maybe by some transcendental tranquility—which is why peace never comes for their believers. We receive the peace of God by trusting Jesus for salvation and by the available nearness which He purchased.  And we can enjoy this peace as Mary does:  “The Spirit of truth--The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for he lives with you and will be in you” (John 14:27).  This is a direct promise from the Prince of Peace.  Please bow your heads with me for a moment as we close.  Paul writes, “He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near” (Ephesians 2:17).  Where would you say you are in this moment?  The victorious, enthroned Jesus calls you near—not by your power but by His person and His finished work as Savior.  Maybe you find yourself in a season of anxiety.  Know that the Prince of Peace wants you to draw near.  Maybe, because of Christ in you, you can, and you need to take steps toward peace and reconciliation; step toward repairing your relationship with Him.  “Draw near to God,” James (4:8) writes, “and He will draw near you.” 

Passages in support of this sermon:
Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,
    and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
    there will be no end.
He will reign on David’s throne
    and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
    with justice and righteousness
    from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty
    will accomplish this.
Luke 1:46-55
46 And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
    holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
    from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    just as he promised our ancestors.”
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