Shepherd of the Mountains Church
2020 Advent Sermon Series:  HOW GREAT OUR JOY
Pastor Chris West


Part 2 OUR GREAT PEACE
ISAIAH 9:6-7, EPHESIANS 2:14-18, LUKE 2:7-14

Advent:  A time of expectant waiting and preparation.

What is peace? Is it a feeling, an emotion?  The absence of conflict? Keeping your spouse happy? A warm fire on a cold night?  Some would say even to talk of hope, peace, love, and joy in the year 2020 is out of place.  But I say these things are greater than the sum of their parts because of their source. This second Sunday of Advent, in the midst of our waiting, in the period of “already but not yet,” we are going to unpack what peace truly looks like.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The proclamation of the angel, documented by Luke, presents Heaven’s light piercing the darkness. Isaiah 9 tells us “there will be no end to peace.” This event, planned in eternity, brings peace to the hearts of man.  Listen, Church, peace is more than an emotion.  It is someone we experience, God coming to earth in the form of a baby to make peace available in reconciling us to Himself.  God’s glory and mankind’s peace lie in Bethlehem’s manger. The peace of God comes from peace with God. Peace is justification through faith for believers.  Romans 15:13 tells us that hope lies in believing.  If we want peace to rule in our lives, God must rule in our lives. In coming to earth, Jesus did not lay aside His deity or His glory. The angels announced that through Jesus, true peace had come to earth. 
The birth of Jesus occurred during a time in history known as the Pax Romana (the Peace of Rome).  During this roughly two hundred years, the Roman Empire’s authority ruled over relative peace.  A first century philosopher, Epictetus wrote in these lines in reference to the Pax Roman:  “While the emperor may give peace from war on land and sea, he is unable to give peace from passion, grief, and envy.  He cannot give peace of heart, for which man yearns more than even for outward peace.” The peace we experience this Advent season is not an absence of conflict, not Miss USA’s “world peace.”  No, the angel of Luke’s account is not wishing us a Christmas card greeting, such as “May you have peace in this season.”  It is an announcement that true and lasting peace has come to the hearts of those who are redeemed in Christ.  Peace is a product of a relationship with the Prince of Peace.  In the time of the Pax Romana, when the government claimed it was responsible for its 

residents’ peace throughout the empire, the prophet Isaiah had already declared in chapter 9,  “The government shall rest upon His shoulders and His governing will never end.” It is as if the angel of the Luke account announced, “Ya’ll ain’t seen peace yet!” (Oh, sorry, Church—you know all my angels are Southerners!) Luke 2:11 documents the announcement of His birth and the proclamation of His reign. 
Sometimes, we want the peace of God without the Lordship of God, but we must know in our hearts that God’s Glory and our peace cannot be separated. There is no true peace apart from Jesus Christ reigning as Lord of your life—a calling to repentance and holiness. 
This angel’s announcement is not just a proclamation for our information but also for our transformation. Romans 5:1 tells us that having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  If we want peace to rule in our lives, God must rule in our lives. Family listen:  Peace is a result of believing that God is who He says He is, taking God at His word. (Ephesians 2:14 –“For He Himself is our peace”).  This peace will and should affect each of us and all parts of our lives--our relationships with God, others and ourselves.  When any of our earthly relationships are out of whack, we should go back to the source of peace, the person of peace, Christ Jesus.  
And, Family, can I just say this?  Stop expecting peace from a world that knows nothing about it.  John 16:33 says, “In Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  Peace is the fruit of the Spirit experienced and expressed when we walk in the Spirit.  A heart focused on the glory of God will know the peace of God.  As we walk in the Spirit, intimacy is increased.  There is victory over the flesh.  We magnify God’s greatness.  
Let me leave you with one final thought.  We experience peace when we embrace Christ’s sufficiency. John 14:27 gives us total assurance of His sufficiency: “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” And Paul instructs us in Colossians 3:15, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” Justified through faith, we have peace with God and of God through Christ!



P ——
b HOWGREAT OO 08

RS et O

Wt s pace I fcling an emtion? The bsence of confc? Keeplg your
Spousehappy? Awarm e om cold igh? Some woukd sy evn o alkof hape,
peacelove and o I theyear 2020 ut of plce B | 8y hes hings are.
rte thn the sum ofth parsbecauseof theisorce. This second Sundayof
‘Advnt,nth midst of o wtting i the erad o “ready b ot yet e re.
g o unpck whatpace il ks ke

“The prodmtion of the anol,documened by Lk, presnts Hesve's Ihe
Planned i cloriy,bing pesce o the et of . Liten,Chrehpecels e
hananemoton 115 sameone e expeiene, God comin 0 rth i h o of
baby o make pesceaaibl i reconcling vt sl G lory and
mankind' peae e i Bethchen's manger.

NG Peceis ustcaton through ith o belevers. Romans 15:13 tls s
thope s s belein. e want pesce ol o v, Godmst e 0
s Incoming 0 arth esus did ntay ase His ety o His lory. The el
anmounced tht throughJesus, e pesce had come o o,

Th it of s ocurred duing i sty Known s the P omana (e
Peac ofRome). During i oughlycwo hundred yers e oman Epire’s
authoky ruld ve et pese. A st cemury phlesophr, Epictetus wree
heseines n eference 10 he FaxRoman: “Whiethe mperr may give pece rom
war o lad anc sahe s bl  giv esc rom passon,gri,and envy: He
Connot e pese fheartfor which man yearns more han even froutward
pracThe pace we cxperiance his Advent e ot a bsence ofcnflc, -
MissUSNs warld psce” No,th el ofLke's acount s ot wisin
Christmascard grctin, uch a5 May you hav pesc n s ssson I 5.0
redecmod inChs. Pesce product o elationship with he Prine of Peace. 1n
th time o the Pax Romana when th overment iod fwasresponsblefor s




