The God Who Saves:  No Other Name Series, Part 2
Pastor Chris West, Shepherd of the Mountain Church, Murphy, NC
Psalm 84:11-12; Acts 4:1-12

	Today, we continue our series, “No Other Name.”  But before we go any further, I want to ask a question:  What comes to your mind when someone says the name “Jesus”?  It is the name that is above every name, the name we call on for comfort and counsel, the Prince of Peace, a name with authority and power.  The New Testament was written in Greek; Greek “Jesus” is the Hebrew “Joshua.” In both languages, the name literally means “God is salvation.”  In Matthew 1:20-21, the angels message to Joseph was, “You shall call His name God is salvation, for He will save His people from their sins.”  The New Testament opens with Jesus’ name and ends in the last verse in Revelation with His name.  His name, depending upon translation, appears some 1200 times throughout the New Testament.  Jesus—it is the only name we call upon for salvation (John 1:12). And if we believe in Jesus’ name is “God is salvation,” then we believe God is actively loving and caring for us.
Through Him, we were saved, are saved, and will be saved because through His name we become children of God. That is the Gospel: Through His death, burial, and resurrection, the shedding of His blood, we are rescued from our sin.  That name tells us of Jesus’ purpose in God’s plan—that through Him, God rescues humanity.
	And the core of discipleship is to know Him and make Him known. In our N.T. reading (Acts 4:1-12), Peter and John are arrested following the healing of a lame beggar.  Five thousand men had been saved, and that success of the disciples’ message has upset the religious elite. In verse 7, those religious leaders challenge the disciples:  “By what name?” Well, I see the scene in this way: Peter probably said something like, “I’m glad you asked!” I love how Peter speaks with power and authority.  But I think I appreciate even more how he speaks with familiarity and intimacy, in fact speaking from a place of proof of the resurrection of Christ. Peter knew Jesus, had spent time with Jesus, and was led by the Holy Spirit. Perhaps, his mind went back to Jesus’ words from His High Priestly prayer in John 17:11-13, in which Jesus claimed protection and joy for His disciples, who were kept in His name, in power, for purpose, by His presence. Jesus is the source, and Peter knows this.  So while the high priests were tripping over the cornerstone, Peter was standing on the rock of salvation, source of salvation and joy.  Peter goes on to say in Verse 12 that Jesus is not only the cornerstone but He is also the Savior. And this passage assures you and me that, if we are children of God, we are being kept in His name.  That should be of great comfort to each believer and a source of joy.  It 

should remind each believer that Jesus was not handpicked by God or appointed. No, He was and IS God Himself in human form, Emmanuel, God With Us.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Listen, Family, I absolutely love verse 13.  It is inspiring to me and also convicting.  Those who had Peter and John on trial were amazed.  Not because of their seminary degree (they didn’t have one). No, the religious elite were not blown away by their training or intellect.  It was simple—Peter and John had been with Jesus.  The distinctive feature of the disciples was that they had been with Jesus. May that be said of us.  Because they had known him, they had boldness. They had power.  They had purpose. They had His boldness, His Power, His purpose. Believer, that is the place on which we should build life—the cornerstone, intimacy with Jesus.  When is the last time you have really been WITH Him?  Thanked him for His presence in your life? Thanked Him for saving you?  The distinctive feature of a disciple is not how eloquently we evangelize.  It is that we have been with Jesus.  Being kept in His name, full of joy and love and truth—born again, to be kept in His name.
	Listen, Church, we are objects of grace.  Christ came to make a way for our sins to be atoned.  He calls us to repentance.  He calls us to intimacy, to forgive us and be in relationship with us as prophet, priest, and king.  
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