“Pentecost—The Bride of Christ,” Part 4 of “No Other Name” Series
Pastor Chris West, Shepherd of the Mountain Church, 25 May 2021
Acts 2:1-21; Revelation 19:7-9

	One year ago today, Family, after weeks of worshipping apart, we returned to in-person worship. This is such an important day.  Today we celebrate Pentecost, the birth of the church.  For Christians, Pentecost, of course, marks the coming of the Holy Spirit, 50 days after Easter Sunday.  It is also one of the three main feasts in the Jewish calendar, called “the feast of weeks” or the “feast of harvest.”  Traditionally, Jews bring offerings to thank God for the initial harvest and to express trust in Him for further provision.  In the time of the Book of Acts, Jews of many nations would have gathered in Jerusalem for this celebration.  
	Imagine for a minute being in that room when the Spirit made His appearance.  Imagine the power, the rushing wind, the tongues of fire.  In scripture, wind and fire often accompany divine appearances: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-22), the Ten Commandments (Exodus 19:1-25), Valley of the Dry Bones (Ezekiel 37:1-28). Now imagine if you had been the one who stayed home that day to watch the game.  What if we approached every opportunity to gather in Jesus’ name that way?  Acts 2 is the initial empowering of the Church.  Those gathered were united in the name of Jesus, ignited by the Spirit of God.  They had no money, no buildings, no political influence, and yet won multitudes to Christ.  The “they” were disciples who had carried on the work of their Master after his brutal death and wondrous resurrection. All gathered in one place, they were ignited by the Spirit of God, united in the name of Christ as His Bride.  The eternal church is made up of those who share His Name, who have taken it on through repentance, dying to self, being born again; these believers make up the Bride of Christ. Empowered by the Holy Spirit—a beautiful exchange, providing power to fulfill a purposes, to make the Name Above All Other Names known among the nations.
	Listen, Family, the Holy Spirit didn’t come to inspire the church; books, sermons, and songs can do that.  The Holy Spirit came to empower the Church. The question is, “Are you available to the Holy Spirit?” Will you, as they were, be led by the Holy Spirit? John 16:13-14 affirms, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority,
but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” Yes! The ministry 


of the Holy Spirit is to empower us to glorify the name of Jesus.  In other words, the Holy Spirit equips us to live us to the name that we bare as His Bride in life and in witness.  Vance Havner* said, “We are not going to move the world by criticism of it nor conformity to it, but by the combustion within it of lives ignited by the Spirit of God.”  The result of the Holy Spirit coming to man is transformed lives.  The Holy Spirit gives opportunity to call on the name of Jesus as Lord and Savior, to be forgiven, healed, and comforted; to belong and to be empowered. 
	Family, this is about a beautiful relationship equipping us for beautiful relationships. Too often we consult our feelings more than we consult our Father, instead of using the Power of the Holy Spirit to build relationships in a common cause in His Name—to magnify and multiply the Church. As we magnify the Name Above All Names, Jesus, we multiply the number of those coming to know Him. And the focus must be on Him.  Listen, Family, the ministry of the Holy Spirit draws attention to our Father, not to us.  That is the essence of Peter’s sermon in Acts 2: To be filled with the Spirit is to be emptied of self, and thus empowered to proclaim the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38). 
	Church, listen.  If you have called on the name of Jesus for Salvation, the question is not, “Do I have the Holy Spirit?” The question is “Does the Holy Spirit have me?”  We are not to attempt to read the Holy Spirit but be led by Him.  Peter’s message that day was full of hope, the foundation for a relationship with God, our ability to identify with Him as His bride.  That God had a plan and has a plan, and it included and includes you.  He intended that we experience Him. He forgives our sins, restoring what is lost.  Peter’s message gives us the only way to a solid relationship with God. Death, Peter affirms, has been defeated.  We are empowered for magnifying His name, for devotion, for purpose, to love and to be loved.  These are the foundations of faith for us as members of God’s kingdom. 
	Could you be missing out on the power of the Holy Spirit? Consider this tale:
In the 1920s, Mr. Ira Yates purchased a far in west Texas.  In many ways, he was like so many other farmers and ranchers. He had lots of land and lots of debt. Having trouble making mortgage payments and with little money for clothes and food for his family, he turned to living on a government subsidy. Day after day, grazing his sheep, he was sorely troubled. One day, on a hunch, he invited a seismographic crew from an oil company to see if the land might have oil beneath it. They asked permission to drill a wildcat well; Yates signed a lease. At a depth of 340 meters, the crew struck oil. The first well produced 80,000 barrels a day. Many subsequent wells produced twice as much. Thirty years later the original well remained productive. Sixty years later, in 1985, the land’s wells produced the one- billionth barrel, with twice that many by 2009.
	Mr. Yates owned it all.  The day he purchased the land, he owned the oil and mineral rights. Literally, he was a millionaire on the welfare rolls.  The problem was that he didn’t know that the oil was there even though he owned it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Are we anything like Mr. Yates pre-1926? Do you know that God’s oil—God’s fuel—God’s Holy Spirit is available to you, ready to flow through you? 

Through His salvation, we are equipped to serve God as His children, in His Name, not as guilt-ridden slaves.  Clearly, He desires to do more than just “help out a bit.”  Jesus wants to transform each of us into His image.  He wants to set us afire with strength and courage as those who bare His name. What extraordinary friendship is this! Jesus embraces our identity and encourages us to live out the fruit of the Spirits (Galatians 5:22-27). We must make ourselves available to him and ignited by the Holy Spirit, we will find ourselves quipped for good works and consecrated for the Kingdom.

*Who Is Vance Havner? Please see https://standingforgod.com/vance-havner/
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