Worship is . . . Personal, Part 1 of the “Worship IS” Series
Romans 12:1-2     Exodus 33:12-23

          Good morning family.  It is good to be back with you. Thank you for affording Chasidy and me some time away to recharge.  Thank you, Reverence Fuller, for filling in so ably in our absence.  This morning we begin a new sermon series called “Worship is . . .” We will spend the next few weeks unpacking the beauty of worship, discovering what worship it and it not.  What DOES is mean to worship?  The dictionary defines it as “the feeling of reverence and adoration for a deity.”  But, Family, listen.  Worship is much more than that.  It is personal.  Worship is defined for us in our New Testament reading, Romans 12:1-2:  
	1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 	your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true 	and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 	transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 	approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Listen. Though worship is personal, it is not about us.  We don’t worship God for what we can get out of the effort.  It’s not a weekly motivational speech to rally the troops.  Worship occurs when we encounter God, basing our lives on the principle that He loves us and desires a relationship.  Robert Webber says, “Worship is a meeting between God and His people.” Worship is encountering the presence of the Almighty God, surrendering and obeying to Him.  In our Old Testament reading, Moses has an encounter with God.  The exodus journey has resumed and God has given Moses instructions (Exodus 33:1-3*).  Moses has a literal audience with God. 
________________________
*Exodus 33:1-3
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 2 I will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way.”







And—don’t miss this—he has the full attention of the Almighty. In this encounter, Moses doesn’t ask for silver or gold.  He doesn’t ask that God “Get me out of this mess.” Nor does he ask, “God can we get there faster?”  Moses’ request is that God go 
with him (v.15*).  Family, what we learn from this is that worship flourishes best in our embrace of our need for God.  Worship is embracing and recognizing His presence.  
          Moreover, Exodus 33:16** tells us that worship is the distinguishing characteristic of God’s people.  True worship is based on His character and our relationship with Him.  Moses says in verse 13, “Lord, teach me your ways.” This request springs not from a desire for information but a desire for intimacy.  Moses says here, “God, I want to experience you. Show me your Glory!” The expression of desire, “Teach me your ways,” expresses a longing for God Himself, a passion for His presence.  Moses’ request in verse 18 for God to show him His glory is an embrace of the encounter.  The Hebrew word for glory here is “cabod.” It means “God’s honor, renown, majesty, weight, and His splendor.”  Moses wants to behold God.  He worships Yahweh with his desire for God’s presence—to have God invade his existence with His glory.  He wants to experience the “awe” of God—not for feeling warm and fuzzy, but for God in His Holiness.  This worship flows from a place of intimacy that desires more intimacy.  It flows from deep love, from a longing to go deeper, to have God infuse our existence with and because of His glory.  
_________________________
*Exodus 33:15
15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.
**Exodus 33:16
16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?”




This worship magnifies God’s greatness and splendor (Psalm 8:3-4*).  That the Sovereign God would allow our worship should cause us to be in awe.  Maybe, we are afraid to experience God because of what that might reveal in us. But, THAT’S THE POINT!!! Worship is personal.  
           But, Family, it is not about our personal preferences. It’s about our present God—His character, His glory.  This is what we were created for.  Isaiah 43:21 says, “’The people I formed for myself will declare my praise,’ says the Lord.”  “Ascribe to the Lord,” David writes in Psalm 29:2, “the glory due His name. Worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness.”  And, look at this command in Revelation 22:8-9: “WORSHIP GOD!”  This we must do in our personal life, corporately with other believers, in our relationships.  This we must do in our thought life, privately and publicly.  Worship is a gift.  Because of who He is! In the beauty of His splendor!  Believers cannot be indifferent about worship.  We worship in the middle of a war, a war for our allegiance.  Spirit and truth of worship is about the glory of God and His rightful place on the throne of our hearts.  The Greek word for worship Proskuneo is used 53 times in the New Testament.  It is associated with bowing down or showing reverence—to be in submission.  It speaks to worship as a heart condition, a lifestyle, the joyful duty of a child of the one true King.  Worshippers worship. It is not just an experience but also a lifestyle, a reasonable act of worship (Romans 12:1-2).  It is not oriented or confined to a place or event.  Worship is not dictated by our preferences
________________________
*Psalm 8:3-4
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?
**Romans 12:1-2
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.




or opinions.  Criticism and complaints are not forms of worship.  Your opinion is not the gospel. Our worship is motivated by who God is, His character, His holiness, His beauty, His splendor.  Worship is a passion for God, not just the things of God.  It is celebrating His Glory!  Worship embraces our need for God.  It opens us to His infusing our existence with His glory for His glory.  Worship is experiencing the awe of God again. Awe of God produces commitment and confirming that worship is personal but that it is not about me!  As Moses said in Exodus 33:18, “I pray you show me your glory!” 
Show us your glory, God!

Passages that support this message:

Romans 12:1-2
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Exodus 33:12-23
12 Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.” 14 The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?” 17 And the LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 18 Then Moses said, “Now show me your glory.” 19 And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But,” he said, “You cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” 21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

Pastor Chris West, Shepherd of the Mountains Church
Murphy, NC, 10 October 21
