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PART 3 A Place to Belong
‘1 Corinthians 12:4-14 and Matthew 22:34-40
PASTOR CHRIS WEST SUMMER 2020

I LOVE MY CHURCH . . . A PLACE TO BELONG?
	When I was around eight years old, I put on my first little league uniform.  I remember showing up to that first game, seeing my teammates in their uniforms. How happy I was to be a part of the team. I don’t even remember the name of the team, but I remember how I felt to be a part of something, something bigger than myself.  You and I are wired to belong. We have within our nature a desire to belong, to be part of something.  From street gangs to military to social clubs, people’s actions confirm that they have a fundamental need for a sense of belonging. And as God’s children, you and I belong to something that has existed before the foundation of the world. And He allows us to play out the role He has called us to within the body of Christ. 
	So I have asked, “Why do you love your church?” One reason is that it is a place of belonging, of acceptance, of support, of encouragement, and of love.  Look with me at our New Testament readings. Passages 1 Cor. 12:12-14 and 1 Cor. 12:27describe the belonging beautifully. Listen, family, salvation is a gift; church membership (our belonging) is a gift. When we receive a gift that we treasure, we instinctively respond to the giver. Francis Chan writes, “When we see the church from God’s perspective, we appreciate it according to God’s design.”  We can’t lose sight of the mystery and wonder. The fact that we are part of something instituted before the foundation of the world should stir awe and excitement in our hearts.  And it is something that we cannot afford to compartmentalize.  Not only is the church a place to belong, but let us not forget that we belong to God (Psalm 100:3 and 1Corinthians 3:23). We were bought with a price, and in that purchase we find our belonging, our identity. God created us in love, to love, and to be loved.  
	The Apostle Paul understood that being a member of the church was much different from being a member of Costco or a sports team.  Our church membership means being a vital organ of a living body.  The most effective servants have settled their identity in Christ.  Knowing that, as part of the priesthood of all believers, ministry is for all of us.  In 

[bookmark: _GoBack]the priesthood we operate in the unifying truth of the gospel. Loving us as the sheep of God’s pasture, Christ continues to watch over us as the Good Shepherd. And in calling us to the act of serving as worship, the wonderful truth is that He has already factored in our humanness.  For me, that truth is great comfort.  I am fortified to respond to the marching orders that Jesus gives us in Matt. 22:34-40. Jesus here quotes a portion of Leviticus 19:18: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  This is a central principle of the Torah and for us.  
	Listen, church, the spirit of God should affect all of our relationships. Our belonging should affect our pursuit of holiness, and holiness then should affect our serving and, yes, our relationships. To serve the church by serving others is an act of worship. It is the response of gratitude for the gift we have been given.  We are blessed people, not with material things but because of who dwells within us!
There is peace in belonging. There is power in in belonging--in being created in love for love.
	Think about the lowly sponge: its use is in being filled with water and in being able to deliver water. In the Gospel of John 13:4-17, Jesus gives us a tremendous example. Just as Jesus washed the feet of his disciples, it is important for us to be poured into. But it’s equally important that we pour out into others, as an act of worship in service to others. For this reason, we must be intentional about ensuring that what we consume is the truth—that what we allow ourselves to think , to do, to believe is truth—that we know our identity is in Him.  With that truth and assurance, we can then pour into others His truth. In service, we encourage one another. Jesus set the example. [At this juncture, Pastor Chris washed the feet of our wonderful servants, Pastors David and Ian.] All we who belong to His church must worship with similar personal, intimate service.
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