A Weary World Rejoices:  Part 1 Rejoice in Hope
Psalm 130:3-8          Matthew 1:18-25
	Today is the first Sunday of Advent.  You may be new to Advent, so allow me to give a brief explanation.  Advent is a four-week season in the Christian calendar dedicated to preparing for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  It comes from the Latin “adventus,” meaning “arrival” or “coming.”  At Advent, we remember God coming to us in Jesus.  We look forward to His second coming and celebrate the lived experience of God with us in the “in-between” period.  His hope, peace, love, and joy we experience as children of God, while the world appears shrouded in darkness as Hebrews 6:19 tells us:  “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain.”  We have this hope as an anchor for our souls, a hope that is sure and believable.  It is the hope declared in Matthew 1:21-23: 
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
Usually when we express hope, we express uncertainty.  Our hope, Christian, is, however, rooted in the faithfulness of God.  Joseph bases his hope on God’s faithfulness (Matthew 1:24).  Mary bases her hope on God’s faithfulness:  “‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’ Then the angel left her” (Luke 1:38).  For nothing is impossible for God.  
Some of us may need that reminder today.  You’re not feeling very hopeful. Life has knocked you down, and you can’t see a way up.  Let me remind you of this:  God specializes in making a way when there seems to be none.  The hope we have is a living hope, based upon a living Savior, according to His living Word!  (*John 1:1-5).  Be reminded that Jesus knew what and who He buys on the cross.  I am reminded of how He found me when I wasn’t looking for Him.  And He has never taken His eye off 
__________
*John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
me.  Why would He stop now?   
Let me give you my working definition of biblical hope:  Living in the expectation and security of the salvation and promises of God, now and in His coming again, based upon His finished work and His person.
Let me repeat that:  Living in the expectation and security of the salvation and promises of God, now and in His coming again, based upon His finished work and His person.
Our hope, our only source of hope, is found in God.  Our hope, Christian, is based on His finished work (past), His indelible presence (present), and His unfailing promises (future).  Hope encourages us to persevere in trials, motivates us to live life pleasing to God, and protects our minds from doubt and fear (“And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us” Romans 5:5).  His faithfulness means hope fulfilled.  It is the hope foretold by Isaiah.  Just as Israel waited for the first coming of the Messiah, now we wait in anticipation and expectation for His return.  We can know what this will look like because of the vision of John:  “‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21:4).  
	Hope must have an object:  “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful” Hebrews 10:23).  Hope has come, hope is here, and hope is on the way.  The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament says hope has three elements:  1. Favorable and confident expectation of the future; 2. Trust in the present; 3.  And the patience of waiting:
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  Romans 8:22-25
Family, listen.  We have hope in our salvation.  It is not wishful thinking.  It is security and confident expectation to be lived in now.  It is rooted in God’s promises and based upon His unchanging character:
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. -- 1 Peter 1:3-9
Yes, you have a living hope and a sure salvation.  Our hope is alive because our Savior is alive.  His Hope gives us strength in trials.  Hope is not an escape from reality.  It’s the strength to face reality with faith.  Hope gives us an eternal perspective—assured confidence grounded in divine promises:
Why, my soul, are you downcast?
    Why so disturbed within me?
Put your hope in God,
    for I will yet praise him,
    my Savior and my God.  Psalm 42:5
Hope is a sermon you preached to yourself.  
Imagine the hopelessness so many of the heroes of the faith must have experienced—Abraham, Noah, Joseph, even Mary and Joseph.  Think of the disciples as they saw Jesus crucified.  Family, Listen.  It’s natural to experience doubt.  Doubts do not disqualify you, but they can derail you if they are not dealt with.  Don’t allow them to take control.  Do battle with them!  Be the father of the dying son who hopes in Jesus’ healing:  “Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24).  Be like that father, honest before God.  Focus on the faithfulness of God.  Allow God to fortify your faith.  Family, God is still trustworthy.  Hope is the part of faith that trusts God’s unwavering faithfulness.  Our future inheritance is our present reality.  He is still faithful to see you through, still faithful to forgive, and still faithful to pardon your sin.   He is still faithful to save.
Hope is assured confidence grounded in divine promises. He loves you.  He gave Himself for you, and if you have trusted in Him as your Lord and Savior, you have a confident expectation.  He is the light shining in your darkness.  The phrase the angel spoke to Mary is still true:  “Nothing is impossible for God.”  Our hope is a radical gift of grace, serving for us as an anchor of our faith.  His faithfulness and our hope in Him keep us motivated in service, growth, ministry, and mission:  “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).  HE is the God of hope, abounding in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Don’t let your circumstances or this world talk you out of your hope in Him!  Hope shapes how we live and love and serve while we wait for His second coming. 

Passages in support of this sermon:
Psalm 130:3-8
3 If you, Lord, kept a record of sins,
    Lord, who could stand?
4 But with you there is forgiveness,
    so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
5 I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits,
    and in his Word I put my hope.
6 I wait for the Lord
    more than watchmen wait for the morning,
    more than watchmen wait for the morning.
7 Israel, put your hope in the Lord,
    for with the Lord is unfailing love
    and with him is full redemption.
8 He himself will redeem Israel
    from all their sins.

Matthew 1:18-25 -- Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about[a]: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet[b] did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
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