NAMES OF GOD PART 6 JEHOVAH ROHI, THE LORD IS OUR SHEPHERD
PSALM 23          JOHN 10:11-18
	
	Over the past several weeks, we have been looking at the various ways that God reveals Himself to us in scripture through His names.  Each name reveals to us an aspect of His character that helps us to know Him better.  Today, we look at Jehovah-Rohi, the Lord, Jehovah, the personal, involved, right-now God, who is my Shepherd.  David writes of Him, using this description in Psalm 23.   Theologians and scholars believe that King David wrote this Psalm in the later years of his reign as King of Israel.  It speaks to the personal relationship and intimacy.  I imagine King David writing this as he looks back over his life, first as a shepherd boy; he recalls those responsibilities and rehearses how he trusted his God and how Jehovah cared for his needs then and throughout his life, as a shepherd cares for his flock.  David remembers how Jehovah provided, defended, disciplined, valued, and loved him as He does his flock, Israel.  
	The name Jehovah-Rohi describes the most tender, most intimate relationship between Jehovah and His people.  Jesus describes this relationship in John 10:11-18 (see below in Passage in support of this sermon).
The primary meaning of rohi is to feed; it also means “lead to pasture.”  Prophets like Isaiah and Jeremiah refer to the Lord as a shepherd.  In Ezekial 34:11-16, we read:
11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lord. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.

Ezekial speaks here of the restoration of Israel and contrasts God’s caring and faithfulness to shepherds who are not faithful in leading their flocks.  We are introduced to Jehovah-Rohi in Genesis 48:15 when Jacob gives a final blessing to Joseph and his two sons:  
		Then he blessed Joseph and said,
“May the God before whom my fathers
    		Abraham and Isaac walked faithfully,
the God who has been my shepherd
    		all my life to this day . . .”
Family, this name of God, Jehovah-Rohi, is significant to us because it expresses the nature and heart of our great Shepherd.  He provides for our welfare (Psalm 23).  The Lord in His character Jehovah-Rohi draws near to His people and knows them intimately.  Preceding Psalm 23 is the prophetic Psalm 22 that presages Christ’s suffering and death for us.  Psalm 24 recounts that God establishes His glorious rule over all; sandwiched in between His death and His Glorification is the declaration in Psalm 23 that He did it all for us.  
Psalm 23 describes the fiercely protective, gentle, tender, and merciful shepherd.  Its first line establishes the intimacy:  “My Shepherd.”  This intimacy and commitment to our well-being emerges from His love, not because we deserve it:
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
    each of us has turned to our own way;
and the Lord has laid on him
    the iniquity of us all.         Isaiah 53:6 
Jehovah, the God of righteousness, rescues me, feeds and sustains me, and purposefully and mercifully comes to find me.  And He does these things for you, too:  


12 “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? 13 And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14 In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should perish.  --Matthew 18:12-14
No matter how far off you have gone or how long you have been there—away from Him, your Shepherd seeks you and will rescue you.  Listen today for His voice!  John 10:1-5 tells us that this is true:
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”
Sheep are led.  Cattle, by contrast are driven—chased from behind, herded by dogs that nip at the ankles and whips that crack over their backs.  Sheep follow the voice of their shepherd, willing to follow because they trust him.  For them, he fosters peace, joy, and freedom; they trust his guidance: He leads them to green pastures, still and sweet waters, cups overflowing.  He leads them in paths of righteousness.  As we follow our Good Shepherd, we are not forced into obedience but drawn to Him through a trusting relationship.  The concern of sheep is not provision; the shepherd takes care of their needs.  The concern of sheep is their proximity to the Shepherd.  They focus on the Provider.
	Abundant life is found in proximity to the shepherd.  Abundant life for us is found in our proximity to Our Good Shepherd.  Our personal reflections about God shape us.  Our identity, our worship, our obedience, and our engagement with the world that surrounds us depends upon our understanding of God and our proximity to Him.  Psalm 23 and John 10 both speak to the sufficiency and intimacy of a relationship with Jesus.  They speak to the restoration of His sheep, the guidance of His sheep, His protection of His sheep, and His comfort for them, no matter the danger.  Psalm 23 and John 10 also look to the permanent placement of the sheep with his Shepherd:
Therefore, “they are before the throne of God
    and serve him day and night in his temple;
and he who sits on the throne
    will shelter them with his presence.
16 ‘Never again will they hunger;
    never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat down on them,’
    nor any scorching heat.
17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne
    will be their shepherd;
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’
    ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’”  Revelation 7:15-17
The imagery and the reality of a loving Shepherd is a truth for this life and the next: “Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever” Psalm 23:6.
	Maybe today, you are a sheep in need of restoration.  It is available.  Maybe, you are  lost sheep who needs to be found; “4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?” (Romans 2:4).  His kindness is not a passive attribute but an active force leading His sheep.  Think about this:  David the King and Warrior reflects upon Jehovah-Rohi—His guidance, His provision, His patience, His steadfastness, His deliverance.  We might expect David to reflect on God, the Lord of Heavens Armies—God’s power and might, His zeal and authority.  None of these attributes diminish the attributes of Jehovah-Rohi—His care and His loving-kindness.  David reflects in Psalm 23 upon His graciously walking with us through the dark valleys.  David knows his worth and identity are found in the Good and Great Shepherd because he belongs to Him.  
	In what or in whom do you seek fulfillment?  Family there is great assurance that the Shepherd will walk with you through your troubles—that strained marriage, the financial distress, the prodigal child, the fearsome medical diagnosis.  He cares for you through it all.  Be assured your Shepherd loves you and cares for you.  Be always aware of the proximity of our Jehovah-Rohi, our Good Shepherd.  Where are you right now? Can you hear His voice?
Passages in support of this sermon:
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3     he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
    forever.
John 10:11-118
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So, when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
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