THE NAMES OF GOD Part 2: “Elohim: Mighty Creator”
Colossians 1:16-18          Genesis 1:1-5

	This morning, we continue our series on “The Names of God.”  Understanding the names of God helps us to better understand His character, sovereignty, power, and care.  Understanding God through the revelation of His character helps us to cultivate our own spirits, and it helps us in advancement of our personal holiness.  God is so awesome and complex, so vast in Holiness, that one name just won’t do.  
	In Genesis, God in His grace, introduces Himself to all of humanity as, in Hebrew,  Elohim.  This first name of God appears more than 2500 times in scripture.  It means “supreme one, strong, mighty creator.”  It is a declaration of His power and strength and of His intimate involvement in His creation.  It confirms that He is set apart from creation and time, that He creates everything out of nothing.  Elohim is actually a plural word, here used as singular:  “Elohim created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1) and “For in Him all things were created” (Col. 1:16) confirm that the three-in-one God, the Trinity, existed before time.  Christ existed before creation, was present and involved during creation, and has dominion and authority of all creation through all time.  These lines of scripture reveal a God who is both mighty and near.  Why is this understanding important to us?  Because when truly grasped, this truth has the power to change and empower our spiritual formation.  
	The God whom we are talking about, who never slumbers or sleeps, listens to you when you pray.  He hears you.  He is attentive.  The One who made everything from nothing, who parts seas, and commands angels calls you beloved!  Prayer, then, is not just a religious activity; no, it is our lifeline to Elohim.  There are, indeed, tangible benefits of knowing and understanding the names of God.  Elohim is the personal, engaging character of God, the God who listens to His people’s prayers.  
The proper view of God’s character through the gracious revelation of His nature through His name, through His son, and though His Spirit, changes our view—changes the way we pray and the way we read scripture: “The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe” (Proverbs 18:10).  Family, listen.  Elohim can take a void, a mess, the seemingly unredeemable, and create, transform, and redeem for His glory and purpose.  When we are anxious or overwhelmed or exhausted, we can call out to Elohim and trust Him, as the psalmist assures us:  “Those who know your name trust in you, for you, Lord, have never forsaken those who seek you” (Psalm 9:10). 
Know His name.  In prayer, we talk to god.  He uses His Word to speak to us.  In it, Paul reminds each of us to “let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly” (Colossians 3:16).  A recent survey of reading of God’s Word showed clearly that the more often and the more consistently believers read their bibles, the more they experienced empowerment in their faith lives—the more they became like Jesus:  “So Elohim created mankind in his own image,/in the image of Elohim He created them” (Genesis 1:27).  Because Elohim has created us and all things, we exist to exalt him:  
You are worthy, our Lord and God,
    to receive glory and honor and power,
for You created all things,
    and by Your will they were created
    and have their being.                       --Revelation 4:11
When we give God glory through our devotion and obedience, we fulfill the purpose for which we were created.  Allowing the truth to richly dwell in us, we are equipped to live, in Holy Assurance, within the relationship established with God in Christ:
For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so, through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. 21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. --2 Corinthians 1:20-22

Your Father, Believer, is the Almighty; He is the trustworthy, patient, and protective of all things.  This attentive Father reveals His character in offered fellowship of the Holy Spirit, in the Word of God, and in and through His Son.  Do you live each day trusting joyfully because He is Elohim and is intimately involved in His creation?  Do you live each day in gratitude for His care of you?  Do you thank Him that you are not who you used to be?  And Family, do you hunger to know God better?  The enemy comes at us with lies and doubt, with shame and accusation.  How do you combat that?  What do you do?  Your Father is Elohim and gives you opportunity to know Him and know His truth.  Believe the truth of who He is and know His truth.  Believe the truth of who He is and who you are in Him.  To help you in your day-to-day battle against doubt, I have printed off a “combat” list from the Freedom in Christ Ministries.  Find it included below after this sermon’s text.  Its content can remind you of the truth of who we are in Christ.  Family, your God, Elohim, loves to create.  And He loves to create in you a new heart, a new beginning, a new desire for Him.  He can wipe away sin and shame:   “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  He is devoted to you, and He can create in you a new desire for Him, a new devotion within your own Spirit.  Develop spiritual habits—pray, read and study scripture, and maintain a heart of gratitude.  Repent of having a lack of interest.  Let the name Elohim inspire you to see God’s vastness and His intimacy! 
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Passages in support of this sermon:
Colossians 1:16-18
16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
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