

The Names of God:  Part 1 Jehovah Nissi--The Lord, My Banner
Psalm 105:1-3       Exodus 17:8-16

	Today, we begin a five-week sermon series on the names of God.  Throughout the pages of Scripture, God reveals Himself through names that reflect His identity, His character, and His relationship with His people.  Our series will help us to grow in our understanding of who God is and the true nature of His faithfulness and character.  Exodus is about God making Himself known:  “Moses built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner.  He said, ‘Because hands were lifted up against the throne of the Lord, the Lord will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.’” (Exodus 17:15-16).  He made Himself known first to Moses, then to Pharoah, and then to the Egyptians and to the nation of Israel.  
The people of Israel become restless on their journey, like children on a long car ride:  “Is the Lord among us or not?” (Exodus 17:7).  They forget past deliverances; they question God’s presence and purpose; they doubt “Jehovah Shammah,” the God who is with them; and doubt “Jehovah Jereh,” the God who provides.  Now, while at Rephidim, getting refreshed, the Amalekites attack.  The Amalekites are descendants of Esau, enemies of God and God’s people.  It would help us to view this assault by the Amalekites as a spiritual attack—the sin that we battle and the common enemy we face.  God’s people have become passive, complacent, and complaining.  Now, they are called to action while being reminded that they cannot be effective by using their own strengths:  Moses must call on God, holding high his staff (Exodus 17:9-13, see below, after the text of the sermon).  
This display of God’s power in the staff of Moses recalls Psalm 121:1-7:
	Psalm 121--A song of ascents.
1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains—
    where does my help come from?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
    the Maker of heaven and earth.
3 He will not let your foot slip—
    he who watches over you will not slumber;
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel
    will neither slumber nor sleep.
5 The Lord watches over you—
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6 the sun will not harm you by day,
    nor the moon by night.
7 The Lord will keep you from all harm—
    he will watch over your life;
The staff of Moses represents God’s hand of favor and protection and power.  The same staff transforms into a snake; it initiates plagues on Egyptians; it parts the Red Sea; it draws water from a rock to satisfy Israel’s thirst.  Moses’ staff is a physical representation of God’s presence in the battle against the Amalekites.   
	After the victory over the Amalekites, Moses built an altar, identifying it as The Lord Is My Banner, Jehovah Nissi.  In biblical times, a banner was a flag or sign indicating the identity or allegiance of a nation.  Moses tells the Israelites, “Jehovah is our identity.  We are under His authority.  His priorities are our priorities.”  And any more than Israel could serve more than one authority, Family, we cannot be under more than one banner.    The banner marks and distinguishes us, pledging our allegiance to Him, just as the banner of Moses serves as a rallying point at the battlefield.  It serves the Israelites as a focus, a way to find direction and hope in God.  Spurgeon has said, “Christ is the point of union for all soldiers of the Cross.”  Our banner does not fail in the fact of battles or hardship.  
	How does this apply to me, you might ask.  Well, first of all, you are going to have battles, some from within and some from without. And you need to understand that victory is not always immediate, but the Bible is clear:  We are victors because of what Christ has done for us:  “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” Paul declares in Romans 8:37.  And the Apostle John tells us, “for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.  Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God” (1 John 5:4-5).  Some of us have struggled with the same sin, the same wrong thinking, the same weight of regret, trials, and temptations of long years past.  Just like the Israelites battle the Amalekites all day, sometimes we battle the Enemy for a long time before we see freedom.  But we need to persist—fight the good fight.  Some of us may give up, or we may give in to the sins that have dogged us because we just don’t believe victory or freedom will ever come.  But keep rallying, we must, just as the ultimately successful Israelites did.  Keep rallying under the God’s banner! As psalmist writes, “With God we will gain the victory, and he will trample down our enemies ” (Psalm 60-12).
	Jehovah Nissi—our Banner—helps us understand that we cannot stop being pro-active in our battles.  Add to persistence prayer:  Intercede in prayer and act in obedience.  Moses provides the intercession on the mountain while God provides the intervention in the valley amidst the battle.  And Family, notice Moses’ posture:  Hands raised as in worshipful prayer.  Moses’ posture is that of worship!  Some of us might need to check our posture.  Are we to be victim or victor?  Moses is a picture of Christ as intercessor—the affirmation that victory comes through faith and reliance upon God.  In Moses, we see a posture of prayer and worship that should be the posture of all believers.  
	Next, we see in Moses’ leadership and example that we need like-minded people to come with us, to fight the battle beside us, pray for us, and to hold us up when we grow faint.  We are designed to live in community, under the one banner:  “When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset” (Exodus 17:12).  The praying hands of Moses are held steady by his brother and their compatriot until the battle is completely won.  We all suffer fatigue—physical, spiritual, emotional weariness.  Can I tell you this?  I believe that while the battle raged in the valley, Moses engages in the most important, effective work.  Prayer matters.  But praying alone is not necessary.  Don’t go it alone.  You have a church family, a prayer team, small groups, and potential prayer partners and accountability partners! Find them!  
	Finally, Church,  be like Moses.  Don’t settle for partial victory.  Persist with God.  God wins battles.  His victory flag soars.  Paul writes, “So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want” (Galatians 5:16-17).  We must wage war against our flesh and the Enemy, trusting God, until we’ve won a complete victory.  You are called to freedom, but don’t go it alone.  Stay under the Banner of your God!
Passages in support of this sermon:
Psalm 105
1 Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done.
2 Sing to him, sing praise to him;  tell of all his wonderful acts.
3 Glory in his holy name;  let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
Exodus 17:8-16 The Amalekites Defeated
8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 9 Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites. Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.”
10 So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the hill. 11 As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword.
14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.”
15 Moses built an altar and called it The Lord is my Banner. 16 He said, “Because hands were lifted up against[a] the throne of the Lord,[b] the Lord will be at war against the Amalekites from generation to generation.”
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