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A message from Fr Christopher's desk.

This week we hear a very uncompromising and difficult message from Jesus: 'If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me." As hard as the last year has
been for us all, we have not had to give up our life for the sake of our faith. There are many around the
world who daily risk their life by identifying as Christians, while also going through the Coronavirus like
the rest of us. So, this week, if we are not called to die for our faith in this country, what might we be
called to give up for the sake of Him and our brothers and sisters? Do we give to those without and to the
church as a priority, or just our loose change? When we pass a beggar, do we sit down with him or her and
ask how their day was, or do we look the other way, because we have somewhere to be?

Our faith in Jesus requires us to look deep into our hearts and think about whether we would risk
everything for Him. And the very least we can do is risk people thinking us different from the rest of the
world in the way we put others before ourselves - really put them before ourselves, not just give them our
leftovers.

Fr Christopher

GOSPEL Mark 8

Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to
them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
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This week please pray for: Jean, Linda, Wayne, all those
celebrating their birthdays this week and everyone living
on Conisborough Crescent.




