














your faces to have a realistic look.The
skin tones and lighting are so
important.”

Animals are also something Danial
really got into painting again.The first
one was a wolf and raven piece, based
on a dream he had three nights in a
row a couple of years ago.“I kept
dreaming about this wolf and raven,’
Danial explains,“and on the morning
after the third night, my sister called
me and told me that our grandma died.
That same day I did a painting titled
Raven’s Moon because 1 thought
there was some meaning there; maybe
me being the lone wolf and my
grandma being the raven looking out
for me”

His art can frequently be seen at
various fine art fairs. Just recently, he
had a very successful show at the
Waterfront Art and Wine Festival in
Scottsdale, Arizona, and looks forward
to being at other ones this year."I love
meeting people and talking about art.
Not just my art, but art in general,” he
says.“Some of my favorite artists who
have inspired me were Mucha,
Norman Rockwell, and David Mann.”

Occasionally, he’ll add an airbrush to
his tool box.“I first picked up the
airbrush during high school.” Danial
says,“and I even taught airbrushing
classes. I've done some nose art on an
operating airplane, and the guy's wife
also commissioned me to do a leather
jacket to match it for him. It was really
cool because I hadn’t used the airbrush
in about four years before that.”

A recent series of paintings
celebrates a culture having little to do
with Danial’s Midwestern roots.The
large paintings show how the
bootleggers started NASCAR. “I just
completed the third painting of the
series of five. The originals are already
sold before they're painted. My client
that purchased them has a museum
called Legends Museum in Springville,
Utah. He has a phenomenal collection
of motorcycles and is purchasing a
1940 Ford Coupe Deluxe to display in
the Museum along with my Bootlegger
Series paintings.That was the number
one moonshine-running car back
then.”

Danial recently finished another one
of his Strap Tank pin-ups for the Strap
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Tank Brewery, which is located next to
the Legends Museum. Ultimately, there
will be several Strap Tank Breweries at
different locations, and his artwork
will be displayed in all of them.“The
newest pin-up has a western barmaid
theme,” Danial says,“and the pin-up

he calls one of the most challenging
pieces he’s ever done. It was taken
from a black and white glass plate
negative from 1924.“A lot of time
went into colorizing and bringing the
painting to life,” he says.“I'm really
excited about that one.”
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In Deadwood. SD check out Jacobs Gallery to see more of Danial’s work




