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The Order of Worship 

~ We Worship ~ 
 
 

*  Those who are comfortably able, please stand 
Welcome to St. John’s UCC, Fullerton! We are a place where love can grow! 

As the music begins, please find your place and begin 

to center your spirit for our worship of God together 

Prelude   Medley of Carols 

(Silent Night, O Holy Night, the First Noel) 

Patrick Sandt, Piano 

Chimes 

 

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Steven Davis 
~ New Year’s Day - Sunday, Jan. 1, 10:45 a.m. only 

~ Consistory Installation, Sunday, January 8 

~ Baptismal Affirmation, Sunday, January 15 
 

*Greeting and Sharing the Peace of Christ 

 One:  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you! 

 

*Call to Worship            (Inspired by Isaiah 9) 
 

 One: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

Those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them, light 

has shined. 

 All: We long for a light to guide us.  

 One: You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy. 

 All: We long for God's joy in our lives. 

 One: For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken. 

 All: We long to be relieved of all the heavy burdens we carry. 

 One: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; he is 

named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 

 All: He is named Emmanuel: God with us. In this tiny baby, 

this vulnerable child, we find our light, our joy, our 

eternal hope. Joy to the World! The Lord is come! 
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*Opening Hymn                            O Come All Ye Faithful 
Verses 1 and 3 
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Prayer of Confession  
 

 One: When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 

 All: Forgive us, Lord. 

 One: When we reduce Christmas to plastic and tinsel, 

 All: Have mercy on us, Gracious One. 

 One: When hardness of heart keeps us from seeing and 

hearing and touching the needs of others, 

 All: Let your grace consume us, O God. 

 One: When the wars around us are of no concern, 

 All: Forgive us, Prince of Peace, and move us to 

compassion for those who suffer. 

 One: When our caring is not extended to action, 

 All: Move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 

 One: We come to confess our sinfulness before you and 

before each other. 

 All: Remove all barriers that divide us, and let there be 

no obstacle to our love for you and for one another. 

(Time for silent prayer) 

Words of Assurance   

 One: We come to adore you, little one. On bended knee, with 

hopeful heart, and eyes stretched wide with wonder and 

awe. The gentleness of your gaze draws us into the 

mystery of all that lies beyond, and in that place of 

falling into joy we yield all that we are to you. We pray 

for those who are broken, those who seek, the trembling 

and the rumbling tummies, the haggard spirits and the 

ragged lives, for those who cling to the last best thing, 

and those whose hearts pine for love. 

 All: Bless us, O Lord, whom we adore, and turn our lives 

ever toward you. For peace, for mercy, for the sake 

of all that is holy, with hearts full and hearts longing, 

we come to adore you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Message   
 Children and the youth are welcome to come up to the chancel steps. “Busy 

bags” are at the kids table in the parlor and Rm 201 is open for those whose 

children want additional activities and space during worship. 

The livestream of worship is shown there. Please have an adult join them! 

 

Hymn  Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

 Verses 1 and 2 

Hymn found on page 5 

 

*Scripture Reading Isaiah 52:7-10 and John 1:1-5 
   Nancy Bowman 
               *Please stand in body or in spirit for the reading of God’s Word. 

 

 One: The word of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Sermon Rev. Steven Davis 

The Piano Man's Christmas 

A Christmas Story written by the Rev. Dr. Ira Williams (1986) 

Newly Illustrated by Bill Castello 

 

Hymn Away in a Manger 

 Verses 1 and 2 

Hymn found on page 6 
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~ We Love ~ 

Pastoral Prayer                                                           Rev. Davis

 God of many names, in faith we name these persons and 

 needs before you, trusting you to bring your peace, healing 

 and hope to people and circumstances.  Hear our prayers 

 for… 

 

 We offer our prayer in the name of Jesus, the Christ, whose  

 hope, peace and joy draw us together to pray, saying… 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (page 7) 
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The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever.  Amen 
  
Prayer Response “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

Offering Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings to God 
 

Thank you for your generosity and 

faithfulness in 

supporting the ministry of 

St. John’s UCC! 

 

*Doxology                    Based on The First Noel                            
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures 

here below. Praise God above ye Heavenly host. Praise Father, Son 

and Holy Ghost. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel Born is the King of Israel. 

Amen.  
 

*Prayer of Dedication                        

One: God of goodness and kindness, whose mercy is from 

everlasting to everlasting,  

All:  All that we have are gifts of your grace.   

One:  As the heavenly host sang of your glory, 

All:  Accept what we bring as offerings of praise.   

One:  With the shepherds we have witnessed the birth of our 

Savior 

All:  Our response is gratitude for the hope of new life we receive 

in Christ Jesus. Amen 
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~ We Serve ~ 

*Hymn                                       

 Joy to the World 
 Verses 1,2, and 4 
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*The Benediction Rev. Davis 

Postlude Hymn Concerto on Joy to the World 

G.F. Handel/arr. Douglas J. Benton 

 
       When the altar candles have been extinguished, our time of worship 

is concluded and our service in the world continues. 

The Benediction and Postlude send us out 

to be the people of God in our community. 

All music in this bulletin is copyrighted and reprinted under OneLicense #A-735634. 

 

In Our Prayers 

 Please remember in your prayers all those who are ill or are in our 

area hospitals: Richard Baatz, Jim Carr, Carl Case, Sandra 

Diefenderfer, Robert and Nancy Dougherty, Shirley Downing, Milton 

Focht, Sally Gibson, Tracey Glass, Ron Glass, Ginny Hess, Ted Hess, 

Travis Kaintz, Geraldine Keim, Jean Litzenberger, Karen Moyer, 

Eleanor O’Donnell, Jack Ohl, Brenda Pascoe, Joey Raszler, Donna 

Rice, Barbara and Jeff Seeds, Marietta Seyfried, Madeline Slivka, 

Eleanor Smith and Nancy Weaver. 

 We continue to pray for all those serving in our nation’s military 

and for their families for their sacrifices on behalf of our freedom. 

 If you or a family member is admitted to the hospital, tell them you 

are a member of St. John’s or use the church code, 473. 

 If you have someone for us to remember in prayer, please contact 

the church office. 

 

Attendance - December 18 

Onsite - 8:15 - 38   10:45 - 68   Total Onsite - 106  Online - 35 

 

Serving in Worship Leadership 

December 25 

 Ushers 10:45 - Colleen Kulhamer, Wayne Lichtenwalner & 

 Dewey Yeatts  

 Worship Tech 10:45 - Bill Castello 

January 1 

 Ushers 10:45 - Wayne Lichtenwalner, Pete Mohr 

 Worship Tech 10:45 - Bill Castello 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

 

 
 

Church Calendar for the  

Week of Dec 25, 2022 - January 1, 2023  
 

Sun., 12/25 10:45 am Worship Service 

Mon., 12/26  Office Closed   

Tues., 12/27  Office Closed 

Sun., 1/1    10:45 am  Worship Service 
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 GRIEF SUPPORT ~ HEALTHCARE MINISTRY 

If you are grieving the death of a loved one, you are invited to attend a grief 

support group at Asbury UM Church, 1533 Springhouse Rd., Allentown. The 

group meets the 4th Tuesday monthly at 1pm in the upper-level Parlor and is 

led by Rev. Evelyn Stupp, Asbury’s Pastor of Bereavement and Care 

Ministries. Please contact her at estupp@asburylv.org or 610-428-9095 for 

more details and to indicate your interest.  The next support gathering is 

Tuesday, December 27. 

THE CHRISTMAS FUND 

The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay 

employees of the UCC for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, 

supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas 

“Thank You” gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. The 

offering will continue to the end of the month.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP 

The Men’s Breakfast Group of St. John’s meets on the first Saturday of the 

month at the Hamilton Family Restaurant located at 2027 Hamilton St. in 

Allentown. Our next meeting is on January 7 at 8:30 a.m.  We would be 

pleased to have you join us. If you would like to know more about this group, 

please contact Bob Bold at 610-393-6123 or email at QVRRBold@aol.com. 

  

OUR STAFF 
Rev. Steve Davis Senior Pastor 

 sjfsrpastor@sjuccf.org 

Patrick Sandt Director of Music Ministries 

 sjfmusic@sjuccf.org & Organist 

Alison Berger Boor Office Administrator 

      sjfofficesecretary@sjuccf.org 

Sue Weldner Treasurer 

sbweldner@gmail.com 

Thomas and Emilie Moyer Financial Secretary 

tommoyer54@gmail.com 

Michelle Gutekunst 

sjfstars@sjuccf.org Worship Tech & 

sjfcustodians@sjuccf.org Coordinating Custodian 

Bob Czekner Custodian 

rczekner11@aol.com 

Christina Bach Custodian 

ironton1@verizon.net 

New Newsletter Articles email address! newsletter@sjuccf.org 

mailto:custodiansofstjohns@gmail.com
mailto:Ironton1@verizon.net

