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We Worship

We are proudly an Open & Affirming (ONA) Congregation
of the Keystone Conference of the United Church of Christ!

You are WELCOME HERE!

Our Offering is received as we gather for worship, with plates located on pedestals
at the back. We graciously accept your gifts of praise and gratitude to God, to be
presented during the service. While guests are welcome to contribute, please know
there is no obligation, the financial support of our church is primarily the
responsibility of our congregation members.

Sunday Social is a time to gather for light refreshments and connection time, to visit,
make new friends and build relationships. Join us in Fox Hall July 5 and August 2
as our kitchen leaders and volunteers take a break during the summer months.

Hymnal Abbreviations
WR—Worship and Rejoice NC—New Century Hymnal

All music in this bulletin is copyrighted and reprinted under
Onelicense #4-735634

* Those who are comfortably able, please stand

Chimes

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Steve Davis
e July 11 — Men’s Breakfast Group, Hamilton Family Restaurant
e July 12 — Funds Due for July 25 Ocean City Bus Trip
e July 26 — Jerusalem Singers — 7pm
e July27-VBS

*Greeting and Sharing the Peace of Christ
One: May the peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you!

Music to Prepare our Hearts for Worship Remember
Arranged by James Michael Stevens

*Call to Worship Liturgist: Samantha Kistler

One: Today we gather in gratitude celebrating 250 years of
courage, sacrifice, justice and hope.

All:  'We come remembering that freedom is both a gift and a
calling to which we aspire and pursue.
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One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

From voices that cried out for liberty to lives given in its
defense, the story continues.

We stand within that story called to justice, to
compassion, to truth.

In a world often divided, we are summoned to something
greater

Unity that honors dignity, bridges difference, and seeks
the good of all.

Let us not only celebrate freedom, but live it together, with
humility and courage.

Come, let us worship the One who calls us into deeper
freedom and binds us together in the more perfect union
of hope and love.

*Opening Hymn WR #731 My Country Tis of Thee

Verses 1 and 2

*Affirmation of Faith Liturgist: Samantha Kistler

All:

We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in
God: who has created and is creating, who has come in
Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make
new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to
celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in
Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and
resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our
judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

Invitation to Confession Liturgist: Samantha Kistler

One:

Two hundred fifty years ago, a vision of freedom was
declared — bold, costly, and unfinished. For while freedom
was proclaimed, not all were free. While unity was named,
division endured. And even now, we confess we have fallen
short of the freedom and justice we honor. We have held
tightly to our differences, and too loosely to Jesus’ command
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to love. Yet even though we are different in story, in
background, in experience — Jesus has made us one. One
body. One people. One in grace. Let us now confess our sins
before God and one another — seeking a freedom deeper
than history can offer: freedom in Christ, where all are
reconciled and made new.

Time for Silent Prayer

Prayer of Confession

All:

On this 250th anniversary of our nation’s independence,
we pause in humility. We acknowledge the wounds
woven into our history — the displacement of Indigenous
peoples, the sin of slavery, the weight of injustice carried
across generations, and the ways inequality still shapes
our common life.

We confess our complacency in the face of division, our
quickness to judge, and our slowness to listen. We have
too often chosen comfort over courage, convenience over
compassion, and silence over solidarity.

Forgive us for the times we have treated liberty as a
possession rather than a responsibility. Forgive us when
we have failed to love our neighbors with the same
devotion we give to our own interests. Renew in us a
spirit of truth, repentance, and repair. Make us builders
of peace, seekers of understanding, and protectors of the
vulnerable. Amen.

Sung Response

Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our Prayer, O Lord;
Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace.

Hear our Prayer, O Lord, Hear our Prayer, O Lord;
Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace. Amen
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Assurance of Forgiveness Liturgist: Samantha Kistler

One: God has created us to be a family — sisters, brothers,
siblings, neighbors, friends. No longer strangers, we are all
welcome in God’s kingdom of love, grace, and hope.

All:  In Christ, we are one. There are no barriers, no
differences, no divisions. We are a new people, forgiven
and made whole. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Children’s Message Rev. Steve Davis / Samantha Kistler
Children and youth are welcome to come up to the chancel steps.

Special Music This Land is Your Land
Gregg Fisher, Guitar; Regi Mohr, Violin

*Scripture Reading: Read by: Dewey Yeatts
Psalm 145: 8-14

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love. The LORD is good to all, and his compassion is over all that
he has made.

All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your faithful shall
bless you. They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your
power, to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious
splendor of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures
throughout all generations. The LORD is faithful in all his words, and
gracious in all his deeds. The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises
up all who are bowed down.

Romans 7: 15-25a Read by: Donnal_ee Yeatts

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do
the very thing [ hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is
good. But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For
the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but not the ability. For I do not
do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what [ do. Now if [ do what I
do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me.

So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at
hand.

For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of
sin that dwells in my members.
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Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

One: The word of God for the people of God!
All: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Rev. Steve Davis
Core Faith: The War Within

Song of Praise I Dream of a World

Mark Miller

Soloists: Corinna and Jeffrey Purdon

We Love

Prayers of the People and Pastoral Prayer Rev. Steve Davis
(Requests shared from the entry table basket) Samantha Kistler

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Please sign the communion book in the back of the church
if you have not done so at a service of communion in 2026.

We Are an Inclusive Community!
In the United Church of Christ, we observe an “Open Communion.”
ALL persons are welcome to receive
the gifts of God’s grace and love with us at the table.
In The UCC, ALL means ALL!
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The Invitation to Receive Rev. Steve Davis / Samantha Kistler

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

Holy and loving God, Creator of all people and all nations,

we come before you with grateful hearts for the gift of this
land, for the freedoms we cherish, for the sacrifices of those
who have served, and for the generations who have worked to
build a nation rooted in hope. Yet today we also come with
humble hearts, knowing that the dream of liberty and justice
for all is still a work before us.

We have too often allowed division to become louder than
compassion, fear to become stronger than love, and anger
to become greater than our call to serve one another. God
of peace, heal our hearts and unite our nation.

Merciful God, you have called us not simply to be citizens of a
country, but citizens of your kingdom of love. Remind us that
every person bears your image, that every neighbor is worthy
of dignity, and that every voice matters in your sight.

Where there is hatred, plant the seeds of love. Where there
is bitterness, bring forgiveness. Where there is injustice,
allow courage to be awakened. Where there is division,
create a deeper understanding. Make us instruments of
your peace.

God of all nations, we pray for the people of this country. For
those who lead and those who serve, for those who defend and
protect, for those who teach, heal, build, and care, for those
whose hopes are strong and for those who feel forgotten.

Bind us together with love that is greater than our
differences and perseverance to diligently strive for your
more perfect union.

Therefore, with all who have gone before us, with the saints of
every nation and every generation, we join our voices in
proclaiming your goodness and your glory:

Sung response on page 7
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One: On the night Jesus gathered with his disciples, he took bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them saying: “Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” In the same way, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it to them saying: “This cup is the new
covenant, poured out for you and all people for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, remember me.”

And so, O God, we remember Christ’s life, his love, his
suffering, his death, his resurrection, and his promise of a
world made new.

Sung Response
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One: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us gathered here and upon
these gifts of bread and the fruit of the vine. Make this meal a
sign of your reconciling love. Strengthen us to be people of
peace in a world of conflict, people of hope in a world of
uncertainty, and people of love in a world that so desperately
needs compassion.

All:  Send us forth as peacemakers in your world. Bless those
who gather around God’s open table and those who long
for their place. May we never forget that the freedom we
celebrate is fulfilled when it becomes love shared with
others.

One: Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, Almighty God, now
and forever.

Sung Response

AMEN
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
Music: Land of Rest, American melody
Sharing the Meal

The elements will be passed in the pew,
and we will receive the bread and wine.

One: The body of Christ given for us.

All:  Amen

One: The cup of our salvation, given for us.

All:  Amen

Communion Hymn This is My Song

Please join in singing Verse 1 as the element of bread is distributed,
Verse 2 as the element of Wine is distributed
and Verses 3 as elements are returned to the Chancel.

found on page 9
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THIS IS MY SONG

FINLANDIA
Verses 1 and 2: Lloyd Stone, 1912—-1993 Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957
Verse 3: Susan Briehl Arr. by Marty Haugen
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Verse 3 Text Copyright © 2007 by GIA Publications, Inc. « All Rights Reserved
Arrangement published by GIA Publications, Inc. in 2007

Prayer of Thanksgiving Samantha Kistler

All: Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. We are fed by your
love; we are strengthened by your life. We are sent forth into
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this world to live your way and share your joy. We are now
called to feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have been
forgiven, love as we have been loved. Thanks be to God.
Amen

Offering Our Gifts, Tithes and Offerings to God

Thank you for your
generosity and faithfulness
in supporting the ministry of

St. John’s UCC!
Scan, Support & Sustain
BECUIVI?AN AUTOMATIC.CONTRIBUTOR!
*Doxology Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Liturgist: Samantha Kistler
All:  Holy and loving God, use these gifts, and use us, to offer
hope where there is despair, light where there is shadow,
and love where there is brokenness. We give because you
gave first—and because your Spirit empowers us to live
not by our strength, but by your grace. In Christ’s name,
we pray, Amen

We Serve

*Closing Hymn WR #727 America the Beautiful

Verses 1 and 2
*Benediction Rev. Steve Davis
*Postlude Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory

Arr. by Mary McDonald
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Our Worship & Faith Formation Sunday Schedule
9:30am Worship

During July and August,
Adult and Children’s Faith Formation activities take a break
with special opportunities announced. We look forward to coming
together again on September 6.

Sunday Social will be held the first Sundays of July and August

Attendance — June 28
Onsite — 64 Online — 31

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, July 5
Lectionary Readings
Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 and Psalm 45:10-17 or
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Zechariah 9:9-12 and Psalm 145:8-14
Romans 7:15-25a and Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Serving in Worship Leadership
Liturgist: Samantha Kistler Altar Guild: Corrina Purdon
Scripture Readers: Donnalee Yeatts and Dewey Yeatts
Worship Tech: Bill Castello
Greeters and Ushers: Janet Boyd, Robin Brensinger, Linda Powell,
Wayne Lichtenwalner, Dewey Yeatts

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost, July 12
Lectionary Readings

Genesis 25:19-34 and Psalm 119:105-112

Isaiah 55:10-13 and Psalm 65:(1-8), 9-13

Romans 8:1-11 and Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Serving in Worship Leadership
Liturgist: Sharon Czekner Scripture Reader: Joy Gravely and Regi Mohr
Worship Tech: Bill Castello Greeter: Kim Hillegass
Ushers: Carole O’Connell and Wayne Lichtenwalter
Altar Guild: Charlotte Kerrigan

IN OUR PRAYERS

Please remember in your prayers all those who are ill, in our area
hospitals, or otherwise in need of prayer: Phyllis Ambearle, Gracie Arnold,
Margaret and Richard Baatz, Nicholas Bach, Tammy Beitzel, Sherry
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Castello (Bill’s mom), Rob Czekner, Marion DeMilio, Janet and Jim Ebert,
Sally Gibson, Sandy Glass, Tracey Glass, Mike Gravely, Donna Held, Rev.
John Hoff and Charlee Hoff, Ray and JoAnn Hower, Barbara Jennings,
Geraldine Keim, Mary Jane Kistler, Dawn Luckenbill, Jean McGonigle, Dale
Millham, Karen Moyer, Molly Nicholas, Eleanor and Joe O’Donnell, Elaine
Parsons, Joey Raszler, Rebecca Schneck, Bobby Sherman, Bert Smith,
Leona Snyder, Lori Stocker, Barry Stephens and Rev. Becca Stephens,
Martha Strauss, Pat Thompson and George Williams.

Continued prayers for those in our military, especially Dominic DeMilio,
Kaden Rossanese, and Nathan Unger.

If you or a family member is admitted to the hospital, tell them you are a
member of St. John’s or use the church code, 473. To add someone to our
prayer list please contact the Church Office.

GRIEF SUPPORT ~ HEALTHCARE MINISTRY
If you’re grieving the loss of a loved one, you are invited to attend a
monthly daytime grief support group at Asbury UMC, 1533
Springhouse Rd., Allentown. Rev. Evelyn Stupp, Asbury’s Pastor of
Bereavement and Care Ministries, leads the group. For more
information and to indicate your interest in attending, please contact her
at estupp@asburylv.org or 610-428-9095.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS will be held this year on Monday, July 27 through Friday, July
31. Keep an eye on your Sunday bulletins and monthly newsletters —
more news is coming!

OCEAN CITY, NJ BUS TRIP

Join St. John’s for a day trip to Ocean City, NJ on Saturday, July 25th! The
cost is $50 per person. Epic Tours will depart from the church parking lot
at 8:00 AM and will leave Ocean City at 7:00 PM for the return trip. Beach
tags are $10 for anyone age 12 and older. Children 11 and under are free.
Active-duty military members and veterans receive free beach admission
with proper military or veteran ID. Please sign up on the sheet located on
the red board and see me, Michelle G., or any member of the fundraising
committee to submit payment. The deadline to sign up and submit
payment is Sunday, July 12th.
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WHITEHALL FOOD PANTRY

For the month of July, we are collecting pancake mix, pancake syrup,
pasta, canned corn, and coffee. Any other food donations as well as
monetary donations are always welcome. Your donations can be placed
in the shopping card found in the coatroom area next to the sanctuary.
For more information or to volunteer on the 4™ Monday of the month,
contact Gary Black at (484) 274-2405 or email at
gary.t.black@outlook.com.

GIANT, WEIS, REDNER’S
Buy Giant and Weis gift cards and the church receives 5% back. Also
good for purchasing gas. You can get your gift cards from the office or
by seeing Tom Moyer & Carol Raszler every Sunday. Save the register
tapes from Redner’s and the church receives 1% back. A collection jar
for the tapes is on the table in the lounge area or see Karen Stoisits.
Please do not roll the Redner’s tapes and do not include other stores’

receipts.

BASEBALL AT IRONPIGS
Thank you to almost 50 people who reserved seats at Coca Cola Park
for the IronPigs vs. RailRiders baseball game on Tuesday, August 11,
at 6:45 p.m. It’1l also be “Dollar Dog Night” where hotdogs are $1 all
night long. Park information, game tickets, and food vouchers will be
distributed to everyone by mid-July. If you have any questions, see
Carol Raszler.

BACKPACKS, CALCULATORS

& SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE
We are collecting backpacks and school supplies for the children in
the Whitehall-Coplay School District. A list of items was included in
the July newsletter. A shopping list and a collection bin can be found
on the table in the coatroom area next to the sanctuary for you to bring
in your donations. In addition, there is also a drive-by scheduled at
the Pavilion on Thursday, July 23, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
See Carol Raszler if you have any questions. Deadline to receive
items is Sunday, July 26.
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MUSIC AT ST. JOHN’S
Mark your calendars! Sunday, July 26, 2026 beginning at 7pm
St. John’s Music Ministry is honored to welcome The Jerusalem
Singers, under the direction of Pete Deshler. The Jerusalem Singers are
a non-profit, volunteer organization dedicated to public service and the
performance of quality choral music.

COLLECTING ITEMS FOR BAZAAR
While the Bazaar isn’t until November, we are beginning to collect
items during the summer months. If you have items left from your
yard or garage sale; if you are moving and downsizing; if you received
gifts you don’t like or will never use; or if you have items you don’t
need anymore, we will take them. They can be brought in to the
church office of given to Amy Feidler or Carol Raszler on a Sunday
morning. Items we will not accept: clothing, furniture, bowling
balls, computers, monitors, printers, encyclopedias, magazines,
and records.

READERS, LITURGISTS, GREETERS, AND USHERS
We are seeking additional readers, liturgists, ushers, and greeters to
help lead and support our Sunday worship services. These important
ministries help create a welcoming and meaningful worship
experience for all.

A new schedule for the fall season will be prepared in August, and we
would love to include you! If you are interested in serving, please
contact Patrick at Music@sjuccf.org or call the church office at
extension 13.

MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP
The Men’s Breakfast Group of St. John’s meets the first Saturday of
every month at the Hamilton Family Restaurant located at 2027
Hamilton St. in Allentown. However, because of the 4™ of July
holiday, we will meet on July 11 at 8:30am. Rev. Cliff Herring will
be the guest speaker. We would be pleased to have you join us. If you
would like to know more about this group, please contact Pastor Steve.
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Dear St. John's UCC, Fullerton Members,

My name is Samara Bush and |
have been hired as St. John's
next Office Administrator. I
very much look forward to my
new role and to meeting all of
you. Here’s a peek at my
background. I am a native
Pennsylvanian, born and raised
in the West End of Monroe
County. I attended college at
Ursinus College and received by
BA in English in 2004. My
career history is mainly local
government, where I've worked
for the courts here in
Pennsylvania, as well as Las
Vegas Justice Court, and as
Assistant Zoning Officer in the
Borough of East Stroudsburg. 1
am also a veteran of the United States Navy, where I served on a
destroyer based out of Norfolk, Virginia. Additionally, I received my
Master's of Public Administration in 2024.

I sought the position of Office Administrator because I have wanted to
work in a church environment for several years. I've wanted to work
in a faith community for several reasons, including being able to use
my skills in a way that benefits and supports the good work of the
church and its ties to the community. I am a faithful and spiritual
Christian and I am so excited that my work will be in service to St.
John's UCC. I am deeply aligned with St. John's UCC open and
affirming position and truly believe that all people should be accepted
and loved by the church. I enjoy meeting and getting to know people
different from myself, and especially enjoy learning new things from
them.

Thank you and blessings,

Samara
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

MONTHLY OFFERINGS Proaress
JUNE 2026 g
OOverall Target
overall m Overall Total
Overall Target 22,500.00 25,000
Overall Total 19,454.02
Overall Percent 86.5% 20,000
19,454
Last Week 15,000
Start: 6/27/26
End: 7/3/26 10,000
Total: 1,807.50
5,000
Amt needed to reach Target
JUNE 2026 3,045.98
0 —
86.5%
MONTHLY OFFERINGS Prodress
MAY 2026 g
OOverall Target
Overall m Overall Total
Overall Target 22,500.00 25,000
Overall Total 7,295.71
Overall Percent 32.4% 20,000
Last Week 15,000
Start: 5/10/26
End: 5/16/26 10,000
Total: 2,402.50
5,000
Amt needed to reach Target 7.296
MAY 2026 15,204.29 0
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CHURCH CALENDAR
FOR THE WEEK OF JULY § - 12

Sun 7/5 9:30 am

10:30 am

Tues 7/7 9:30 am

6:30 pm
Wed 7/8 9:00 am
12 noon
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Sat 7/11 8:30 am

9:30 am

Sun 9:30 am
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Worship
Sunday Social

Staff Meeting
Stewardship and Finance

Verso Chat

Painting Group
Painting Group
Zumba

Mission Committee
SAA Recovery Group

Men’s Breakfast at the Ham Fam
Zumba

Worship



Senior Pastor

Director of Music

Ministry Intern

Office Administrator (July 15)

Treasurer

Financial Secretary
& Coordinating Custodian

Worship-Media Tech

& Connections Newsletter Editor

Custodian

St. John’s Christian Early
Learning Center Director

OUR STAFF

Rev. Steve Davis
srpastor@sjucct.org

Patrick Sandt
music@sjuccf.org

Samantha “Sam” Kistler
samanthamkistler@gmail.com

Samara Bush
officesecretary@sjuccf.org

Sue Weldner
sbweldner@gmail.com

Michelle Gutekunst
financialsecretary(@sjucct.org
custodians@sjuccf.org

Bill Castello
stars@sjucct.org
newsletter@sjuccf.org

Christina Bach
ironton1@yverizon.net

Jazmin Smith

staff@stjohnslearningcenter.com

610-443-0254

Thank you for your gracious support and affirmations for Alison Boor’s
retirement last week as our Office Administrator.
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