I KNOW WHO | AM.
I am God's child. (John 1:12)
I am Christ's friend. (John 15:15)
I am united with the Lord. (1 Cor. 6:17)
I am bought with a price. (1 Cor. 6:19-20)
I am a saint (set apart for God). (Eph. 1:1)
I am a personal witness of Christ. (Acts 1:8)
I am the salt & light of the earth. (Matt 5:13-14)
I am a member of the body of Christ. (1 Cor. 12:27)
I am free forever from condemnation. (Rom. 8:1-2)
I am a citizen of Heaven. | am significant. (Phil. 3:20)
I am free from any charge against me. (Rom. 8:31-34)
I am a minister of reconciliation for God. (2 Cor. 5:17-21)
I have access to God through the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 2:18)
I am seated with Christ in the Heavenly realms. (Eph. 2:6)
I cannot be separated from the love of God. (Rom. 8:35-39)
I am established, anointed, sealed by God. (2 Cor. 1:21-22)
I am assured all things work together for good. (Rom. 8:28)
I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit. (John 15:16)
I may approach God with freedom and confidence. (Eph. 3:12)

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. (Phil. 4:13)
I am a branch of the true vine, a channel of His life. (John 15:1-5)
I am God's temple. (1 Cor. 3:16) | am complete with Christ. (Col. 2:10)
I am hidden with Christ in God. (Col. 3:3) I have been justified. (Romans 5:1)

I am God's co-worker. (1 Cor. 3:9, 2 Cor. 6:1) I am God's workmanship. (Eph. 2:10)
I am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected. (Phil. 1:5)
I have been redeemed and forgiven. (Col. 1:14) | have been adopted as God's child. (Eph. 1:5)
I belong to God
Do you know
Who you are?

Have a blessed Advent and Christmas season from the entire
Consistory and Staff at St. John’s!
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New Beginnings!

"l thank Christ Jesus, my Lord, that he counted me faithful, putting me into
ministry."

~ 1 Timothy 1:12
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V. Sunday, October 24, 2021, will be another one of those days where | can affirm
“ X that | felt the Spirit of God giving confirmation to the actions we took together in
presenting myself for your consideration and your election of me as your next Senior Pastor. As we
entered the sanctuary following your affirming vote, you were singing "Great Is Thy

Faithfulness!" This hymn has long been a favorite of mine, with virtually all my significant spiritual
moments having this hymn as part of the event. I'll share more about those moments in upcoming
messages. Your praise to God in affirmation of the choice you made to call me as your next Senior
Pastor moved me greatly!

-

The words of scripture came to mind immediately. Once again, the honor and great responsibility has
been given me to serve Christ by guiding and leading the people of God. The gifts | possess will
stand side by side with yours. Together, a new day of ministry, service and love will begin. We will
build upon your commitments to Worship, Love & Serve, No Matter What!

My husband, Bill, and | thank you all for your generosity of spirit and depth of love in responding to
God. You heard a call to a new day of leadership, and trusting that the Search Committee and
Consistory had diligently listened to you and the Spirit in bringing me as your candidate, you voted to
call me. For this high honor, | will work each day to be faithful to the trust you've offered. With each
new place of ministry, | find myself thankful for the power of Christ giving me strength for the tasks
and grounding me in grace and hope. Excitement and anticipation fill me for all that God has in store
for us.

Let us step forward in this time of new beginnings!

Yours in grace and hope,

Steve


http://www.stjohnsuccfullerton.org/

December Music Notes

Wait-for-it-wait-for-it-wait-for-it! That's what Advent is all about. Waiting, sometimes, impatiently, until
we can sing those beloved Christmas carols; and having to sing those Advent hymns that we don’t
seem to enjoy. It seems only the organist knows those.

The Advent scriptures bring us messages of hope and joy as we await the coming Christ. We will
hear about signs, repentance for the forgiveness of sins, the coming of one more powerful than John
the Baptist, and a beautiful song of praise by Mary.

Choir anthems will tell the story of people waiting in darkness, preparing for a King who brings peace
and hope, partaking in the wonder of the holy supper, and asking God to lighten our darkness with the
light of Christ.

Finally, after we have patiently waited, Jesus is here. We will sing the most beloved carols of
Christmas and we will rejoice with the good news from the very first Christmas: Be not afraid! ‘A
child has been born for us, a son given to us,..and He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace”(lsaiah 9:6).

Musically, ADVENTDECORA T/NG
Gail IN THE SANCTUARY

The altar guild and the property committee
will be decorating the church for the
advent/Christmas season. We would love
to have some new people join in the

~
wawa fun. Festivities begin at 9:00 am on

go**a bav 5

WAWA coupons are here!! Saturday, November 27. The altar guild will
Get yours while they last also be working on candles for Christmas
They are $5.00 each for a eve.
Shorti Hoagie.
They make fantastic stocking stuffers, Ellen Sagazio

good for Teachers, Co-workers, Mailmen,
and they never expire!!
Please see Kenda Catalini or call 484-358-7453




HELPING YOUR CHURCH FINANCIALLY
WITHOUT SPENDING ADDITIONAL MONEY

Giant and Weis gift cards are available for purchase in a variety of denominations. The church
receives a percentage back from these purchases. Cards are available weekdays through Debbie in
the church office 610-264-8421 or can be purchased on Sundays, at church through Cheryl Weaver
or Tom Moyer. These can be used for your weekly grocery purchases or make nice gifts as well.
Checks for the gift cards are to be made out to St. John's UCC Fullerton. If you have any difficulties

obtaining them either of these two ways, please contact Cheryl Weaver.

Jubilee Breakfast [Ministry

The Jubilee Breakfast Ministry, held at Zion's UCC located at 620 W. Hamilton St. in Allentown,
will begin on Thursday, Movember 4. This ministry provides a free hot breakfast from November
to April to those who are homeless and to the working poor. Only take-out meals are being offered
from 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays during those months.

SCRIP GIFT CARD SALES

Hello fellow St. John’s UCC members! It's that time of year again! You know the holidays are just around the
corner when we start getting ready for our annual Scrip gift card sale. Below is the order form that you can use
to place an order for all of your holiday gifts. What better way to shop for those on your gift list than with a Scrip
gift card? It makes finishing your shopping easy and the gift cards cost so much less to send!

If you are interested in making a purchase, please fill out the order form, complete with your check made
payable to St. John’s UCC Fullerton and mail to St. John’s U.C.C., 575 Grape St., Whitehall, PA 18052,
Attention: Tracey Glass. Order form and payment must be received by 11/28/21. Gift cards will be available for
pick-up on or after 12/12/21. If you have any questions call the church office @610-264-8421 or Tracey @610-
905-8426.

Order forms may also be placed in her mailbox in the church office or placed in the offering plate. Happy
shopping!!

Men’s Breakfast Group

The Men's Breakfast Group of $t. John's meets on the first Saturday of the
month at the Hamilton Family Restaurant located at 2027 Hamilton St. in
Allentown. We would be pleased to have you join us. The next meeting is
scheduled for December 4 at 8:30 a.m. Because New Years Day falls on
January 1, there will be no meeting in January. To kick off the new year, the
first Men’'s Breakfast for 2022 is scheduled for February 5 at 8:30 a.m. If you
would like to know more about this group, please contact Bob Bold at 610-393-6123 or email at
QVRRBold@aol com.




Do You receive St. John's “Mail Chimp”
email blasts?

They are sent out periodically to provide
updated information about upcoming church
events. If you don’t receive these emails, and
would like to, pleases provide your email
address to the church office at 610-264-8421, or
sjfofficesecretary@gmail.com.
Thanks.

St John's Prayer Chain Committee

Did you know St John’s has a prayer chain
group, currently with about 15 members? If
you are interested in keeping others in prayer,
we are always welcoming new members to
join us. Please contact Kim Hillegass at 610-
360-7895 or kim1257@aol.com and we will
gladly add you to the group.

Most of our communications are done by
email when requests come in but calls will be
made to members who don’t have an email
address. Please join us.

In need of prayers for you or someone you

know? You can contact the Office or Pastor
or Kim to have someone added to our list.

LADY PEEPS

The next Lady PEEPS Women’s Group meeting is
Tuesday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. in Fox Hall.
The theme will be a Birthday Cake for Jesus. Nancy
Bowman will be telling the story of the traditional
Jesus Cake as we celebrate His birth. There will be
other fun activities and games. We will be taking up
our final group contributions for the Pavilion Fund
as well as the Food Bank. Also, please bring along a
S5 Blessing Gift to be exchanged with your PEEPS.
This should be a fun and relaxing evening together
with friends! See you there!!
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Text-to-Give!

Here's another way you can make secure donations to
St. John's via your smartphone! Text the amount you
want to donate to (844) 935-3593 - it's a free calll The
first time you do this, you will be led through a step-by-
step process to set up your giving account and make
payments via a credit card or direct debit from your
checking account. For future donations, all you will need
to do is text the amount of your donation to that number.
(Note from Pastor Bonnie - | have that phone number
saved on my phone as "Give" so | don't have to
remember the phone number!) All donations made via
text-to-give will be included on your end-of-the-year
giving statement.

You can also text funds to the same number to see a list
of funds to which you can donate to, then text the
amount you want to give, space, and fund name to
donate to a specific fund. Unspecified donations
received through text-to-give will go to the St. John’s
UCC General Operating Fund. Thank you for supporting
the mission and ministry of St. John's!

Let’s Help Save Trees!!

If you would prefer to receive your newsletter
by email as opposed to mail, please call Deb at
the church office, so she can add you to the
email group.

Thanks.

COMING IN 2022

St. John’s has reserved the
IronPigs party porch for Saturday,
July 9. Reservations will be taken
heginning in lanuarv



mailto:kim1257@aol.com
mailto:sjfofficesecretary@gmail.com

LADY PEEPS

The January Lady PEEPS Women’s Group meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, January 18" at 6:30 p.m. in
Fox Hall. The theme will be The Amen Corner —
Growing Up Baptist!

The guest speaker will be Colleen Kulhamer. Come
and find out just how | got this way!

Enjoy the warmth of friendship at St. John’s and as
always, refreshments are served at all meetings!

Colleen

To the Congregation,

| wanted to extend the district’s sincere
appreciation for your generosity in donating and
delivering school supplies for the students in the
Whitehall-Coplay School District. There are
simply no words to express our heartfelt thanks
for the kindness that you have extended
towards our school family. Your donation will
allow us to provide students in need with
supplies necessary to enhance their education
during this new school year. We are grateful
that our schools are located in such a caring
community!

Sincerely,

Robert J. Steckel, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Confirmation Class - We Are On Our Way

Confirmation is a wonderful opportunity for the young people of this congregation to affirm their faith in
Jesus Christ. We officially began our confirmation journey, on Sunday October 3, although there was

much preparation behind the scenes beforehand.

A Confirmation Task Force was formed in September to work out the details of offering a confirmation

program before the arrival of the new pastor.

Task Force members are:

Brian Fisher - Consistory Vice President
Linda Powell & Wayne Lichtenwalner

Lay Confirmation Teachers

Wendy Fox & Jill Williams - Parents of Confirmands

Becca Stephens - Clergy Confirmation Teacher




We are proud to present this year’s confirmation class:

Madison Berg - daughter of Amber and Austin Berg
Grant Brobst - son of Michelle and Ryan Brobst
Fortress Chryst - daughter of Tom and Kay Chryst
Elijah Fox - son of Wendy and Keith Fox

Jacob Hannis - son of Kim and Ron Hannis

Laney Headman - daughter of Nicole & Craig Headman
William Hoffman - son of John Hoffman

Nathaniel Kuhns - son of Christopher and Jennifer Kuhns
Rion McNicholas - Marybeth and Michael McNicholas
Zane Saeger - son of Kimberly Saeger

Tyler Shankweiler - son of Jayne Shankweiler

Audra Sommer - daughter of Tim and Stacy Sommer
Austyn Venanzi - son of Ashley and Ricardo Venanzi
Jacob Verba - son of Rebecca Loch

Maya Williams - daughter of Jill and George Williams

Whenever a child is baptized here at St John’s, we as a congregation promise our love, support and
care. Whether the confirmands were baptized here or not, keeping them in your prayers is a way to
keep your baptismal promise of love, support and care. Thank you for your prayers as we make our
way toward their confirmation day, growing in our faith together. Becca Stephens

Are you receiving church envelopes, but
not using them?

If you are giving electronically, please call
the church office so we can stop the church
envelopes from being mailed to you.

Thanks.

Memorial Donation from the Strauss and Evereit Families

As this is being written, our pavilion project is nearing an end. By the end of this week (10/29/20) hopefully, the
construction will be behind us

Along the way, many of our members have stepped forward to make St. John’s “wish” a reality. Most
recently, the Strauss and Everett families have made a significant contribution of $50,000—which will
be used to reduce the amount we need to borrow for this project.

Their gift was in memory of Sallie and Barry Everett—who were long-time, devoted members of our
congregation. For the families, it must be a humbling experience to be able to make such a significant
gift which, along with all of the other contributions, will help fund a project that will serve generations to
come.



St Johns UCC Fullerton - Statement of Finances

OCT 2021

Income Electronic 10/3/2021 10/10/2021 10/17/2021  10/24/2021  10/31/2021 Total
Offerings for Operating Expenses $ 578198 $ 469600 $ 86200 $ 327800 $ 250000 $ 249600 $ 19,613.98
Rental Income--Gross $ 1,187.50 $ 118750
Fundraising Income--Net of Exp $  (1,315.09) § 169.00 $  (446.68) $ 4300 § 4200 $§ (1,507.77)
Endowment Interest $ 5271.00 $  5271.00
Flowers $ 5000 $§ 10000 $§ 5250 $ 202.50
Christian Education $ 130.00 $ 130.00
Special Gifts $ -
Total $ 591198 $ 338091 $ 1,031.00 $ 815232 § 3,830.50 $ 2590.50 $ 24,897.21
Expense Summary Actual Budget Difference
Pastoral Services $ 791657 § 12,868.00 $ (4,951.43)
Staff Salaries & Expense $ 868142 § 10,926.00 $ (2,244.58)
Property $ 1,904.01 § 3,160.00 $ (1,255.99)
Parish Programs $ 1,808.55 § 2,973.00 $ (1,164.45)

Total $ 20,310.55 $ 29,927.00 $ (9,616.45)

Month Year
Total Income $ 24,897.21 $239,743.11
Total Expenses  $  20,310.55 $ 226,642.44
Hikakk | NetINCOME ¢ 48666 § 1310067 | FFFFRF

Mission Giving, OCT 2021
Our Churches Wider Mission $ 1,588.00
Neighbors in Need $ 446.00
Whitehall Food Bank $ 660.00

Total $ 2,694.00

St John's UCC Fullerton
Fund Balances
For Month Ending, OCT 2021
Account Sep-21 Oct-21 Difference
Checking Account--KNBT $ 37,039.79 $ 4242075 $ 5,380.96
Giant Card Funds $ 885.01 $ 44251 § (442.50)
Weis Card Funds $ 72000 § 72000 $ -
sub-total General Fund Assets $ 38,644.80 $ 43,583.26 $ 493846
IN & OUT Account--KNBT Checking $ 79,901.36 $ 94,880.13 $ 14,978.77
Restricted/Property Money Market $ 31,86142 § 31,862.04 $ 0.62
sub-total Restricted Assets $ 11176278 $126,742.17 $ 14,979.39

Endowment Fund--KNBT $ 521,334.07 $ 532,522.22 $ 11,188.15
TOTAL ASSETS $ 671,741.65 § 702,847.65 $ 31,106.00
Cornerstone Pavillion Loan $ (38,886.63) $ (38,886.63) $ -
TOTAL LIABILITES $ (38,886.63) $ (38,886.63) $ -
NET FUND BALANCE $ 632,855.02 $ 663,961.02 $ 31,106.00

ELECTRONIC OFFERING - AVAILABLE NOW!
Electronic Offering is a great way to give to the church on a more consistent basis!

It is simple to get set up! Call Tom Moyer for more information

or fill out a form located in the back of the church!
If you have any questions, please contact me. --Sue Weldner, Treasurer

610-509-4674 or shweldner@gmail.com




DECEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
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12/08/2018 John & Nicole McWilliams 12/22/1990 | Eugene Gallagher & Barbara Thomas
12/11/2010 | Joseph Trippett & Anne Welsh 12/27/2009 Walter & Janice Walenta
12/17/2005 Gary & Cheryl Weaver 12/28/2011 Gerald & Patricia Yanavok
12/18/2004 | Eric Thompson & Melanie Bayer 12/29/1984 Peter & Regina Mohr
12/21/2012 Edward & Melanie Eckert 12/31/2010 Kevin & Barbara Hoderman

JANUARY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

1/01/2016 | Edward & Dianne Wilson

1/24/1970 | Dennis & Carole O’Connell

1/30/1971 | Ronald & Doris Smith




DECEMBER BIR THDA YS

12/01 Barbara Thomas 12/17 | Brooke Heffelfinger
12/02 Joseph Bonshak Tara Rapchak
Andrew Mill Brittany Rothrock
12/03 Austin Sommer 12/18 | Amanda Kaiser
12/04 Phyllis Ambearle Andrea Leibensperger
Myles Silfies 12/19 | Spencer Riedy
12/05 Carol Bislorl Daniel Schlenker
12/05 Nancy Weaver 12/20 | Annamarie Barrall
12/07 Alycia DeMilio 12/21 | Susan Albus-Evans
12/08 Elijah Fox 12/22 | Robert Sherman
Kelsey Gallagher Walter Walenta
12/09 Craig Bryant Joanne Ziegler
Rylee Schmoyer 12/24 | Sally Gibson
Ryan Weiner Daniel Reid
John Williams 12/25 | Michael Kulhamer
12/10 Donna Brown 12/26 | Paul F. Geissinger
Cliffert Herring Christopher Kuhns
Rudolph Kaintz 12/27 | Rebecca Csaszar
12/11 Rachel Pollitt Jesse Wright ll|
12/12 Keith Fox, Jr. 12/28 | Anne Welsh
Kim Hillegass 12/29 | Debra Hausman
Steven Schlenker Mary Ann Knauss
Kaitlyn Weidner Dennis Pascoe
12/13 Melissa Szoke Fay Salivonchik
12/14 Beverly Peters 12/30 | Kerry Geissinger
Janet Smith Faith Schaffer
Jo Ellen Wexler 12/31 Frank Csaszar
12/16 Kayla Held
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JANUARY BIR THDA YS

1/01 Lamar Peters 1/14 Timothy Christman

1/02 Patricia Thompson 1/15 Jacob Hannis
Carter Troxell 1/16 Kimberly Hannis

1/03 Bettyjane Bonshak Kathy Nelson
Chace Miller 1/18 Chloe Martin
Carole O’Connell Lori Stocker
Guy Schwenk 1/19 Nikolas Christman
Sherri Sutter Jillian Sommer
Donnalee Yeatts 1/20 Joseph Trippett

1/04 Shannon Fenstermacher 1/24 Megan Marinkovits
Susan Rarich Natalie Reichl

1/05 Nathaniel Kuhns 1/25 Bonita Cocivera
Georgine Long Natalie Schutts
Owen McNicholas Betty Shankweiler

1/06 Nancy Cusati Matthew Sommer
Doris Hunsicker 1/26 Quinn Fenstermacher

1/07 Milton Focht Robert Jones
Zachary Frana Olivia Powell
Noemi Quinn 1/27 Rachel Focht
Franklin Reichl Terry Leibenguth

1/08 LeAnn Focht 1/28 Gladys McCarthy
David Fritzinger, Jr. Edward Politt
Rosemary Hess George Romberger
Karly Myers 1/29 William Hoffman
Kristen Riedy Larry Martin

1/09 Brenda Pascoe Paul Raszler

1/10 Mark Chwastiak Sue Wright
Emilie Moyer 1/30 Theresa Kuhns

1/13 Brian Deutsch 1/31 John Hoff

Cathy Kuhns

Ronald Patterson
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Crafters Corner

DoN’T BE A GRINCH!

There's still time for last minute Christmas shopping! We have an assortment of
Christmas decorations and ornaments as well as our selection of kitchen, household,
baby items, cookbooks, and 12-bean soup mix.

ATTENTION KNITTERS & CROCHETERS

The Crafters Group was given over 75 hard cover books and over 175
leaflets/brochures on knitting and crocheting. The books and leaflets contain
instructions and pictures for projects for you to make that are for:

* Aighans + Animals + Babies +Bath +Beginners -+ Bookmarks + Children

* Christmas » Dogs * Doilies = Dolls » Hats/Caps + Kitchen * Mittens

* Novelties « Pillows * Ponchos « Potholders « Purses » Scarves » Shawls

* Slippers = Socks » Stockings  sSweaters sToys = Vests

We also were given almost 300 assorted knitting needles and crochet hooks in various
sizes as well as knitting accessories. There is no charge for any of these items; however, we
ask you to please consider making a donation to the church.

12-BEAN Soupr MiX

During these winter months, keep 1n mind we have 12-Bean Soup Mix available for sale
at $4.00 each.

WomMEN’S GROUP CHURCH COOKBOOK — PRICE REDUCTION

“rroma | Cookbook features 350 Recipes: Appetizers & Beverages, Soups & Salads, Main
i | Dishes, Vegetables & Side Dishes, Breads & Rolls, Desserts, Cookies & Candy,
4 g

“ = | and This & That. Now only $10.00.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CRAFT PROJECTS

We could use your help if your talents include: knitting, crocheting, sewing, counted IMM

cross stitch, gluing and assembling of crafts. e
., giuing g nees

BuTtTONS NEEDED

The Crafters are in need of buttons for their craft projects, particularly for their T-
towels. We need 1 inch or larger buttons in white or any color. They can be brought
to the church office or given to Carol Raszler.

IfF you are interested in any of the above items, please contact Carol Raszler
at 610-393-7572 or email Craszier@aol.com.
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IronPigs Game Scheduled for 2022

We have reserved 80 seats in Section 105 of the grandstand for the IronPigs vs.
Syracuse Mets game. Game day is Thursday, August 4, at 7:05 p.m. Cost will

O\N\K\‘ still be $12 per person which will include a ticket to the game, $2 ball park credit, and
N\

Nut & Fruit Sale — It’s Not
Too Late!

For anyone who did not
place an order for our annual Nut & Fruit
Sale, we have a few extra bags left of
Deluxe Mixed Nuts, Cashews, Pecans,
Harvest Medley, Healthy Mix, and
Bridge Mix. Cost is $11.50 each.
Contact Carol Raszler at 610-393-7572
to arrange pick-up or delivery.

raffle ticket. While it is too early to know of any give-aways, we know that hotdogs
will again be $1 all night long. So mark your calendar—we won't be taking
reservations and payment until spring. If you have any questions, please contact Carol Raszler at
610-393-7572 or email at craszler@aol.com.

WELCOME
The Consistory of St. John’s UCC
Fullerton, welcomes Pastor Steve
Davis to our church family as we are
all anxious to start our new
beginnings with an enthusiastic and
blessed pastor.
Come join us and give Pastor Steve
all our support as he starts a new
chapter in life at our church.

In Christ,
Marion DeMilio, Consistory
President

HEALTHY HEART TIPS

1.

Avoid smoking and tobacco products. Smoking damages the blood vessels ar
heart tissue, lowers good cholesterol, and contributes to high blood pressure.
Cigarette smoking may be to blame for one in five cardiovascular deaths.

. Be physically active. The heart foundation recommends 30 minutes a day.
. Eat a heart healthy diet including whole grains, lots of vegetables, fruits, nuts,

legumes, low-fat dairy, skinless poultry, and fish.

. Keep a healthy weight.
. Control your blood pressure to prevent heart attack, stroke, and heart failure.

Normal blood pressure is 120/80.

B High blood pressure

Pre-high blood pressiire
1] |deal blood pressure

Ed Low
L) pressure

Systolic (top number)

40 sole0| | om0 % 100
Diastolic (bottom number)

Keep a healthy cholesterol level. Together with other substances, cholesterol
can form a thick, hard deposit called plaque that can narrow the arteries and
make them less flexible. This condition is known as atherosclerosis. If a clot
forms and blocks a narrowed artery, a heart attack or stroke can result. Have
your cholesterol checked every four years.

Control high blood sugar. Over time, high levels of blood sugar can damage yol
heart, kidneys, eyes and nerves, and increase the risk of diabetes. Diabetes
alone is a very serious risk factor for heart disease.

Ellen Sagazio, RPh
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“God is still speakmg R me"’

very year, the United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance receives
E dozens of letters, cards, emails, and phone calls saying “thank you” for

much-needed financial assistance funded by your gifts to the Christmas
Fund for the Veterans of the Cross.

Donations of any amount to the Christmas Fund truly do bring “great joy” to so
many people, year after year. The assistance and connection provided by your
gifts lets these servants of the church know that they are not forgotten. Here are
excerpts from just a few of the notes of appreciation we have received:

From a retired pastor in Chicago. ..

| do not have words adequate to express my appreciation for the Christmas gift
from the Christmas Fund. My prayer is that those who contributed to make this
gift possible experience God’s manifold blessings.

From a retired pastor who received assistance to purchase hearing aids . . .

Thank you for the gift from the church. | had no idea such help was available,
especially to that extent. It gladdens my heart to know the church still cares.
Sometimes, we don't always gat that affirmation while in the midst of doing mini-
stry. But, God is still speaking . . . to me. Thank you so much!

From a pastor’s spouse in North Carolina . . .

My husband and | thank you so very much for the ministerial assistance that was
provided for us. It was so helpful and took a lot of stress from us, so we could
concentrate on my husband’s medical care and treatments. We never thought
we would need ministerial assistance, but believe me, we are thankful for our
national church and all those who give.

In 2020, gifts to the Christmas Fund enabled:

e Monthly pension supplementation for 276 retired dergy and lay employees ($1,180,187)
® Health benefits supplementation for 89 retired dergy and lay employees ($274,008)

e Emergency grants for 96 individuals and families ($214,649)

e Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to 504 retired clergy and lay employees ($252,000)

The Christmas Fund
For the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund
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Mission Moment!
“Operation Santa” — Mitten Tree Project

We are not collecting gifts this year. Instead, we are encouraging everyone to give
a donation to Phoebe Ministries and Valley Youth House. From vyour
contribution, gifts will be purchased by the staff at both locations and delivered to
their clients and residents. Here’'s what to do: Send in your donation payable to © agis
St. John’s UCC, Fullerton. Be sure to specify Phoebe or VYH or both in the <&
memo section. Deadllne to receive your contribution is no later than Sunday, m
November 28.

* & &

The Christimas Fund
“Good news...Great Joy...All the people!” ~ Luke 2:10

The past 18 months have had a profound impact on UCC clergy and
congregations—physically, emotionally, spiritually, and financially. But because
of gifts to the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross, the people who
have been affected the most have known they are not alone.

e |_ast year donations to the Christmas Fund helped pay the rent for low-income
, | retired ministers and bridged the gap for one active ministers family when her
et  husband lost his restaurant due to the pandemic. Christmas Fund gifts took care
- sl of the unexpected expense of a major car repair; helped a retired minister attend
his brother's funeral; and assisted in paying for daunting medical expenses.

Gifts to the Christmas Fund bring relief and hope to those who have dedicated their lives to serving
our churches. It provides supplementation of small annuities, supplementation of health
premiums, emergency grants, and Christmas “thank you" checks for retirees and those facing
unforeseen financial hardship.

Enclosed with this newsletter is an insert and a special offering envelope. Contributions can be
put in the offering plate, mailed in to the church office, or donate on-line or text—Deadline

is Sunday. December 19. Be sure to specify your donation is to go to the “Christmas Fund.”
* & &

Whitehall Food Pantry

Donations needed in December for holiday meals: canned fruit cocktail, canned sweet potatoes,
and canned or instant mashed potatoes. Monetary donations are also being accepted to go
towards certificates to purchase turkeys for Christmas. Donations needed for January: pancake
mix, syrup, jelly, and peanut butter. A shopping cart can be found in the coatroom area off the
sanctuary where you can place your donations. If you would like to volunteer at the food pantry,
please contact Gary Black at 610-262-6114 or email at gary .t black@outlook.com.

* & &

Jubilee Breakfast [Ministry

The Jubilee Breakfast Ministry, held at Zion’s UCC located at 620 W. Hamilton St. in Allentown,
began on Thursday, November 4. This ministry provides a free hot breakfast from November to
April to those who are homeless and to the working poor. Only take-out meals are being offered
from 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays during those months.
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Mission Moment — Contihued

Whitehall-Coplay Hunger Initigtive’s Community Meals

WCHI and the Faith-Based Community are providing free meals once again to low-income
Whitehall-Coplay households starting twice a month from October 2021 through December 2022.
All are welcome to attend both meals on the 1%t Sunday and 3™ Tuesday of each month from
4:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. The host locations change every time, and they will decide if masks are
required and if it is a sit-down or take-out meal. Muslim Assoc. of Lehigh Valley at 1988 Schadt
Ave. in Whitehall will host on December 5. 5t John's Evangelical Lutheran Church at 835 Third
St in Whitehall will host on December 21. As of this mailing, no church or organization has
scheduled to host on January 2. Redeemed Christian Church of God at 5 N. 3™ St. in Coplay will

host on January 18.

Update on Other Mission Qutreaches

* & &

¥ Thank you to everyone who contributed to Neighbors in Need. We received $471.00.
¥ We continue to receive donations all year long for Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM).

* & 4
Houw did St. John’s Family do?
Recent Outreaches October 2021 YTD 2020 YTD
Our Church's Wider Mission $1,588.00 | $15.086.30 | $15.943.18
Neighbors in Need $ 44600 $ 47100 | % 175.00
Whitehall Food Pantry $ 36000 | $ 239500 |% 2613.00
CROP Walk $ 75600 $ 756.00 |$ 50200
Mitten Project — Phoebe &VYH | $ 12500 | $ 125.00 | Info. not avail.
Wheat Basket Sponsorship $ 30000 % 30000 N/A
Mask Ministry $ 4800 [ $ 126.00 | $ 1.343.00
* & &

Here's A Way for You to “Be the Church™

“Here I am Lord, send me.” — lsaiah 6:8

M&ﬁ%m&?@% Have you been thinking of becoming more involved at St. John's other than
-/ _ worship on a Sunday? Then becoming a member of the Mission Committee
- may be your answer. Through UCC National, we plan and organize St. John's
. giving to Our Church’s Wider Mission and its four other special mission offerings.
We work with various non-profit organizations like the Lehigh Conference of
Churches, Valley Youth House, Jubilee Breakfast Ministry, Whitehall Food Pantry and others to
support their ministries. Whenever a disaster occurs, we respond to those in need whether it be
locally, nationally, or across the globe. If you would like to become a member of this committee,
please contact Jean McGonigle at 464-350-2041 or email at jeanemcgonigle@gmail com.

3
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~ #  Congratulations to St
John's Fall Walking Challenge
Teams.

They accumulated a total of 4,026,836
steps in four weeks. Since we started
these challenges during the pandemic,
our walkers did 14,737,266 total steps in
three challenges. We had a lot of fun
and found many benefits to walking. |
am alreadly being asked if there will be a
Spring 2022 Challenge. Check your
newsletters. Thank you to all
participants.

SharonA on behalf of St John's
Healthcare Ministry

Sharon Antrim

17

THE RED BORDERED
ENVELOPES

Remember that St. John’s borrowed
money from ourselves to pay for our new
efficient heating system. This money
was borrowed, interest-free, from our
recent Capital Campaign that was
dedicated to paying for all of the
improvements to our “Field of Dreams”.

We encourage you to use the red
bordered envelopes that are included in
the envelopes mailed to your home to
help lower this debt. At present, a little
more than $23,500 needs to be
collected. Thank you for any donations,
large or small, that you put into the red
bordered envelopes.

OUR STAFF

Steve Davis Sr. Pastor

sifsrpastor@gmail.com

David Quinn Visitation Pastor

Pedalinpastor@gmail.com

Deb Hoffmann Office Administrator

sifofficesecretary@gmail.com

Gail Hanzl
Stjohnsucc.music@rcn.com

Music Director

Sue Weldner
sbweldner@gmail.com

Treasurer

Thomas and Emilie Moyer
Tommoyer54@gmail.com

Financial Secretary

Michelle Gutekunst

Starsofstjohns@gmail.com Custodian

Bob Czekner Sexton

rczekner@aol.com

Worship Tech & Coordination



mailto:sjfsrpastor@gmail.com
mailto:Pedalinpastor@gmail.com
mailto:sjfofficesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:Stjohnsucc.music@rcn.com
mailto:sbweldner@gmail.com
mailto:Tommoyer54@gmail.com
mailto:stjohns@gmail.com
mailto:rczekner@aol.com

CHRISTMAS CARD FOR SHUT INS

Due to COVID 19, we haven’t been able to visit our shut-ins the past few months. We still keep in
touch by phone and they are so appreciative.

Since we will not be able to do the Christmas bags again, we would like to do the “Christmas Card
Shower.” The names and addresses are below.

Send to one person or send to all. It is up to you. Your cards are your gifts to our shut-ins. Be
creative, | know you are!

Thank you so much for your kindness.
Pat Thompson - Visitation Committee

CEDARBROOK, ALLENTOWN - 350 S. Cedarbrook Road, Allentown 18104
¢ Theresa Kuhns - D4-409A

FELLOWSHIP TERRRACE - 3010 Fellowship Drive, Whitehall, PA 18052

¢ Adrianne Kiesbar - Room 157
¢ Roy Luckenbill - Room 161B
¢ Karen Moyer - room 262

FELLOWSHIP VILLA - 3020 Fellowship Drive, Whitehall, PA 18052

¢ Emma Repp Kuczek - Room 312B

GRACEDALE- 2 Gracedale Avenue, Nazareth, 18064
¢ Sandra Diefenderfer - S.E. 2, Room 4

GREENFIELD SENIOR LIVING - 1415 St. Francis Road, Bel Air, MD 21014
¢ Frank Nolt - Room #5

HCR MANOR CARE - 2021 Westgate Drive, Bethlehem, 18017
¢ David Walters - Room 216B
PARKLAND MANOR - 4636 Crackersport Road, Allentown, 18104

¢ Elaine Lentz- Room 9
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ROBINWOOD VILLAGE - 407 Manchester Road; Saylorsburg, PA

¢ Elearnor Smith

UNITED ZION RETIREMENT COMMUNITY - 722 Furnace Hills Pike, Lititz, PA 17543
¢ Roberta Haberern

WHITEHALL MANOR 1177 6t Street , Whitehall 18052
¢ Anita Beil -C106

¢ Marilyn Piskula - L-110 (lower level)
HOMEBOUND

Nancy Bennett = 420 15t Ave., Whitehall 18052

Jean Coombe ™ 950 Towamensing Rd., Lehighton, PA 18235

Fae Erney = 2574 Halleck Drive, Whitehall 18052

Sylvia Hafer = 2574 Halleck Drive, Whitehall 18052

Lucille Hicks =~ 1210 Broad Street, Apt. 2, Whitehall 18052
Geraldine Keim ~ 4142 Cambridge Court; Schnecksville, PA 18078
Thomas Miller =~ 3005 East Blvd., Apt. 5, Bethlehem 18017
Marietta Seyfried ~ 1210 Broad Street, Apt. 5, Whitehall, 18052
Bert Smith - 3114 N. 5th Street, Whitehall, 18052

Ethel Weiland - 7566 Molasses Barrel Rd., Slatington, 18080

L ZBR ZER JER JER JER 2N JEE R JER 2

OUT OF TOWN

¢ Peggy Snyder ~ Providence Place, 2200 1t Avenue, Room 251, Pottsville, PA
17901

¢ Susan Felegy ~ 90 Eden View Road, Apt 29, Elizabethtown, PA 17022-3112

¢ Sally Gibson =™ 1029 Sixth Street, Apt 204, Whitehall, PA 18052
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2021 Poinsettia Qrder

You will once again be able to order 6 2™ poinsettia plants to beautify
the sanctuary at the Christmas season. Please complete the order form
below and place it in the offering plate or mail to the church office with
vour money included.

Deadline to order is Wednesday, December 1, 2021.

The cost of a red poinsettia plant is $10.50.
Red poinsettia(s) @ $10.50 each =
Total amount enclosed

Name
Phone No.

In memory of

BY

In honor of

BY
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Family Order Form

St John's UCC, Fullerton

Plaase write "Gift Cards” in the mamo araa of your check. Send complated order form along with check to St John's UL.C.C., 575 Grape

St, Whitehall PA 18052 Questions call 6 10-264-8421.

Created: 9122021 5:16:34 PM

Name Customer #
Check # Oirder Date
Product %|QTY |Total Product %|QTY |Total Product %(QTY |Total
Advance Auto Parts i % Boston Market $10.00 12% 5 Denny's $10.00 i %
£25.00
- Bubba Gump Shrimp % 5 Dick's Sporting Goods 8% 1
=erie S25.00 109 -1 Co. $25.00 £100.00
Asropostale 525,00 10% -] Buca di Beppo 525.00 8% 5 Dick's Sporting Goods 8% -1
£25.00
Am . 100,00 2% Buffalo Wild Wings® 8%
szon.com $ ® goon 0T ® Discover Gift Card - No | 1.25% s
- Activation Fese $100.00
Amazon.com $25.00 2% 5 - - -
_ T g B s Discover Gift Card - No | 1.25% $
AMC Theatres Single 108 5 ' Activation Fee $50.00
Ticket $10.00 Build-A-Bear 8% 5 -
Di=ni 100000 3%
American Eagle® 10% $ Workshop® $2500 =s :
£25.00 Burger King $10.00 4% % Disney $25.00 3% 5
Amexican Clirt $100.00 h Burlington $25.00 % s Doming's $10.00 B 5
Ameri Girl $25.00 %
erican Girl § buybuyBABY $25 00 7% s Doming's $25.00 P 5
S oreiAppis com | 5% u Cabela's $25.00 10% s DSW (Designer Shos 8% s
- - - Warehouse) 525.00
g.gg.lgnsmra.'nppla.cum 5% 5 ggggghaa tealian Grill 108 1 Duriin' Donuts §10.00 % s
Applebes's 525.00 8% % Carrabba's ltalian Grill 108 5 Dunkin' Donuts $25.00 3% %
550.00
Applebee's $50.00 &% % Creel 52500 = s EE Games $25.00 3% -
Arby's $10.00 8% % Chart Houss $25.00 o s Express 52500 10%: %
Auntie Anne's $25.00 &% 1 Cheddars $25.00 &% s Exxon $50.00 1% 1
AutoZone $25.00 8% 5 Ches Faciory T s gzagnglﬁls Footwear 8% %
5.00 -
Bahama Breeze % 5 52
$25.00 Childran's Place 52500 | 12% s Fandmgo 325.00 A $
giagnann; Republic 14% 1 Chilis Grill & Bar 525.00 1% s Five Below $25.00 2.5% -1
Fioot Locker $25.00 8%
Banana Republic 142 5 Chilis Grill & Bar 850.00] 112 s ocker 52 s
£25.00 GameSio
- - - p $25.00 3% E
Bames & Noble $10.00 | &% s iy Mexiean Grll - f - 10% u
: Gap $100.00 14% %
Barnes & Moble $25.00 % ] Chipotie Mexican Grill 10% 3
ﬂm Gap $25.00 14% 3
Baes Pro Shops $25.00 102 % .
op Chuck E. Cheese's &% ] Golden Corral §25.00 g% %
Bath & Body Works 12% 5 $10.00
$10.00 Cinnabon $25.00 ) s Golf Galaxy 525.00 &% 5
Eza'g.'uﬂ&n Body Works 12% 5 Claire's $10.00 % P Great Clips 52500 8% 5
Bed Bath & Beyond 7o s Cold Stone Creamerny 112 5 Groupan.com $25.00 7% 5
$10000 $10.00 Hallmark £25.00 40 s
Bed Bath & Beyond T 5 Cold Stone Creamerny 1% 5
%25.00 55.00 Happy Dining $25.00 B 3
Best Buy $100.00 4% 5 Cracker Barmal $10.00 &% 5 Happy Moments 525 00 o 5
Best Buy $25.00 4% 5 Cracker Bamal $25.00 8% 1 Harry & David $50.00 189 %
Blimpie $10.00 11% 5 CWS Pharmacy 525.00 &% ] Holiday Hair 525.00 R %
Bonefish Grill $25.00 10% 5 Dairy Quesn $10.00 3% 5 Home Depot® 5100.00 % s
Bonefish Grill $50.00 109 -1 géasrd;; Restaurants 8% 5 Home Depot® 52500 4% 5
Boscov's $25.00 8% s Dave & Buster's $25.00 13% 5 HomeGoods $25.00 % &
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Family Order Form

St John's UCC, Fullerton

Plgase write "Gift Cards” in the memo area of your check. Send completed order form along with check to 5t John's ULC.C.. 575 Grape

Sr, Wihitahall P4 18052 Questions call 6T0-264-8427.

Created: 912/2021 5:16:34 PM

Mirme Customer §
Check # Order Diate
Product %(ATY |[Total Product % |QTY |[Total Product %|QTY |Total
Icing §10.00 9% 5 Old Navy $100.00 14% 5 Smashburger $10.00 10% 5
IHOP §25.00 8% Oid Mawy $25.00 14% $ Sonic $10.00 8% -
iTunes & App Store e % Olive Garden $25.00 8% % Staples $100.00 e 5
£15.00
TTunes & App Store P s Omaha Steaks $25.00 11% & Staples $25 00 EE 3
s25.00 On The Barder $25.00 1% 5 Starbucka $10.00 4.5% 5
J_ Crew $25.00 13% 3
On The Border $50.00 1% $ Starbucks $25.00 4.5% -
Jamba Juice $25.00 &% 3
Outhack Steakhouse 10% - Subway Restaurants 4.5% 5
JCPennay $100.00 R 3 £25.00 $10.00
CPenney 525,00 % s ESUI;IJS? Steakhouse 10% - Sunoco $50.00 1% 5
- T T H
Jiffy Lube 530,00 % 3 Owverstock.com $25.00 8% H MaxxMarshalls/Homed
Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft | 6% s Panera Bread $10.00 a% $ i/ $100.00
Stores §25.00 T T 5
oe's Crab Shack preny s Panera Bread $25.00 8% % ia;xﬂa:zhaﬁ!izsgl-&rmﬁ
25,00 o . /Sl :
pa John's Pizza 8% 5
Kohl's $100.00 4 5 £10.00 Taco Ball $10.00 5o, %
Kohl's 325.00 4% 5 PetSmart 525.00 S% 5 Talhots $25.00 13% %
L L Bean $100.00 16% s Pizza Hut §10.00 8% H Tanger Outlets 525.00 &% 5
Pottery Barn §100.00 a9
LL Biean £25.00 18% 5 =ry =am N Target $10.00 25% $
Landry's, Inc. $25.00 % s Pottery Barn $25.00 8% 5 Target $25.00 2.5% 5
Lands' End $25.00 15% s 22":33 Mexican Gril i $ Targst §50.00 2.59% 5
Lane Bryant® §25.00 a% s Rainforest Cafe 525,00 o% % Egﬁgn”““d““”“ % §
Little Caesars Fizza 8% % Rave Cinemas $25.00 4% H TGl Fridays §25.00 % 5
£20.00
Long John Silver's 8% s Red Lobsier $25.00 8% % ;‘:.E.annnmE Depaoti e 5
$10.00 Red Robin $25.00 &% 5 o———
LongHom Steakhouse B% 3 Eg:;ma 4% s
£25.00 Regal §10.00 &% 1 :
s 5100.00 ) s Regal 525,00 o s Tim Hortons $10.00 5o 5
ULTA 525 00 &%
Lowe's 520000 4% - Regis Salons 525.00 % & $
Viera Bradley $50.00 7%
Lowe's 52500 4% 3 Rite Aid $25.00 4% % ra Hradiey 5
Macy's $100.00 10% 5 Foes s orLoes 8% s e a0 | P *
Macy's 525.00 10% 3 - ‘Walgreans $25.00 5% -
Sally Beauty 52500 12% s
Marshalls $25.00 T % ‘Walmart $25 00 2.5%
Sam's Chub 25.00 2 5% $ e s
Michasis $25 00 4% B Walmart $50.00 250
Sam's Chub 850,00 2 5% % =ma N
Mobil $50.00 1%
55 % Shoots $25.00 e s Wawa 525.00 1% %
Moe's Southwest Grill &% % Wendy's $10.00 6.5%
$25 00 Shell 525.00 15% s ye s .
- Williams So 8%
Movie Tavern by 8% % Chall S50.00 1 5% s gos arnns noma %
Marcus $25.00 .
Mordstrom Rack S25.00 | 4% ) Shopfite $100.00 4% § ;‘;ﬁaﬁnﬁ 42500 % #
Office Depot / Ofice 5% s ShopHila 325.00 4k i
Max $25.00
Make Checks Payable To:  StJohn’s UCC Fullerton Total Due All Columns:
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SUNDAY MOMNDAY TUESDAY WEDMESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Nov 28 29 30 Dec 1 2 3 4
6:30pm Stars 7:00pm Music and Z:00am Men's Breakfast
Committee Meeting Worship meeting [Hamilton Family
8:30am Men's Breakfast
Group (Ham Fam)
%:30am Zumba classes
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
930 AM Worship %:30am Staff Meeting £:30pm "Fun” Raising 7:00pm Mission %:30am Zumba classes
Service [Room 201 andzoom Committee [Fox Hall) Committee [Zoom] [Foe Hall)
meeting)
£:30pm 5 & FMeeting
(Room 201}
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
%:30 AM Worship %:30am Staff Meeting %:30am Zumba classes
Service [Room 201 andzoom (Fox Hall)
10:30am Candy pick-up 10:30am Visitation
10:30am Gift Cards £:30pm Elders Meeting
Available for Pick-up 7:00pm Consistory
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
930 AM Worship %:30am Staff Meeting 8:00am Office Closed for
Service [Room 201 andzoom Christmas Holiday
meeting)
£:30pm Lady Peeps [Fox
Hall)
26 27 28 29 30 31 lan 1, 22
%:30 AM Worship ®:30am Staff Meeting

Service

[Room 201 andzoom
meeting)
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Bnuary 2022

hmzcm N°N~ W Mo u ‘We h F o 5a
1 4 5
2 31 4 5 4 7 8 i 7 L ]
9 10 11 12 11 1 1% 13 14 O]
16 17 18 W X o 22 0 A n%
21 24 25 W™ & M 29 7o
ET
SUNDAY MOMNDAY TUESDAY WEDMESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Dec 26 27 28 29 30 31 lan 1, 22
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
%30 AM Waorship %:30am Staff Meeting 6:30pm Stars %:30am Zumba classes
Senvice [Room 201 andzoom Committee Meeting [Fox Hall)
8:00am Chancel Choir m eeting) 6:30pm Zumba Class
Sings 7:30pm Chancel Choir
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
&30 AM Worship %:30am Staff Meeting £:30pm Zumba Class 7:00pm Music and %:30am Zumba classes
Senvice [Room 201 andzoom [Fax Hall) Worship meeting [Fox Hall)
%30am Chancel Chair 10:30am Visitation 7:30pm Chancel Choir
Sings Committee
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
%30 AM Worship %:30am Staff Meeting £:30pm Zumba Class %:30am Zumba classes
Senvice [Room 201 andzoom [Fax Hall) [Fox Hall)
%30am Chancel Choir 6:30pm Lady Peeps [Fox 7:30pm Chancel Chair
Sings Hall}
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
%30 AM Waorship 6:15pm Jubilation Chair %:30am 5taff Meeting £:30pm Zumba Class %:30am Zumba classes
Service 7:00pm Handbell Choir [Room 201 and zoom [Fax Hall) [Fax Hall)
%:30am Chancel Chair m eeting) 7:30pm Chancel Chair
Sings
30 31 Feb 1 2 3 4 5

%30 AM Worship
Senvice

%30am Chancel Choir
Sings

£:15pm Jubilation choir
7:00pm Handbell Choair
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