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Dear Friends,

“Our Church
Connection”

It is said that April showers bring May flowers. So what does May bring? I love the
cutesy ways we use rhymes, acronyms and adaptations to remember things. I find them
helpful. Growing up I learned that April is a month that often has lots of rain. Rain
helps flowers to grow. So April showers (rains) bring May flowers! Lots of learning
here. So what does May bring?
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“Our Church
Connection” newsletter
is published monthly.

As we get older, whatever little tips we have to help us remember, are often
welcome. The old rhymes comes back and we may recall things like “Every Good Boy
Does Fine” as musical cues. Then there is the whole world of acronyms. A shortcut
is to use the first letter of something to reduce words needed for many things/people.
Some acronyms become common place and known by all such as MD (Medical
Doctor), AWOL (Absent With Out Leave) or UCC (United Church of Christ). Other
acronyms are best known; or only known, by people in the work place or family or
organization.
Recently; at worship announcement time, someone shared that we needed help with
501. Later that day I was asked by a new member, “What is a 501?” I explained it was
the house next door to the church (501 Grape Street address). “Oh,” she said, “I didn’t
know that and I was also wondering where our baseball field is.” I told her we didn’t
have our own baseball field and that our team played at various locations. “Oh,” she
said again, “I heard talk of the Field of Dreams. So where exactly is our Field of Dreams
located?” (the land between the church and Olive Garden, location of the new parking
lot, is lovingly known as the Field of Dreams.)
Sometimes acronyms and cute terms become known as “Insider language,” or terms
that are known by the people in the know. New folks or visitors have no idea what
insider acronyms mean. 501K, 403B, CDBG may not make any sense to you. You
probably have your own acronyms. What I think we need to remember is to find ways
to help people feel comfortable enough to ask if something is happening or being said
that they don’t understand. That would be an outstanding learning for all of us.
So, back to what exactly does the month of May bring? I’ve decided the month of May
is going to bring forth great things. I’m putting on my “optimistic hat” and getting
ready to do some great things! I’m going to take some time and give thanks for Mom
who was beloved by her entire family. I’m going to give thanks for all those who are
graduating and pray they take some time to celebrate their own successes. I’m going
to take some time and sit outside, breathe in the springtime smells, enjoy the flowers
and tell God how grateful I am for the many life blessings. These things are on my ‘To
Do’ high priority list. I hope you have great things planned for May.
LOL
See you in church!

Dear St. John’s Family,

Thank You!!!
Dear St. John’s UCC, Fullerton,
On behalf of the Lehigh Conference of Churches,
thank you for your recent committed contribution of
$273.55 to support our neighbors who are in need.
For more than 60 years, The Lehigh Conference of
Churches has brought together area congregations like
yours in responding to the needs of “the least among
us” while building ecumenical and interfaith
partnerships and fostering unity within the body of
Christ. With you, we can carry out the work of God
well beyond the church walls, providing housing, hope
and healing to those who need it most.
The Conference of Churches is most grateful for your
support.
Faithfully,
Rev. Dr. Larry D. Pickens, Esq, Ecumenical Director

Pastor Becky’s page in the April
newsletter spoke of good intentions falling
short. It reminded me that I never wrote a
thank you for the calls, cards and good
wishes after my surgery.
Thank you all and for the prayers, they’re
greatly appreciated.
Judi Doyle

St. John’s UCC,
With heartfelt thanks we appreciate your
generous donation. We are also thankful that
you are thinking about the Coplay Food Bank.
Our families in the Coplay Food Bank will
greatly benefit by this generous donations of
yours.
May the blessings of God be upon your church
members.

Thanks to everyone for all their visits, cards, phone
calls and concerns. It is great to have a wonderful
family like St. John’s.

Thanks again,
Faye Schreiner, Treasurer
Coplay Rec & Welfare Food Bank

I am so glad we (Dubbs) decided to come to St. John’s.
Thank you so much.
Emma Repp Kuczek

Thank you to Pastor Quinn for the lovely visit and
prayer while I was in the hospital. Also thank you to
Pastor Becky and Pastor Michelle for the phone calls.
Ruthann Hallman

Calling All Graduates!
It is almost graduation time! Those who are graduating are finishing up papers, thinking of final exams
and getting ready for this important milestone. If you are going to graduate in 2019 please let us know.
We want to know from where you are graduating and your future plans. Please call the church office or
email Susan our Office Administrator with the details (stjohnsucc.secretary@rcn.com).
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Our Church Family
Baptism
Baptism

Upcoming Baptisms

Sofia Claire Miller was baptized on
March 31st. Sofia is the daughter of
Amy and Jairus. She has a big sister
Felicity. Her grandparents are members
Bruce and Noreen Miller.

June 23 – Rowan Sarah Legath
June 30 – Maura Jane Rarich

Birth
Maura Jane Rarich was born on March 15th at
Lehigh Valley Hospital, Cedar Crest. She
weighed 6lbs. 14oz. and was 20 inches long.
Maura has an older brother, Zander. Her parents
are Emma and Adam Rarich.

Deaths
Virginia “Ginny” Beck died on April 12th. Her
service was held on April 17th. Virginia is survived
by her daughters, Kareen Bleam, Pamella Nagle, and
sons, Randall, Conrad and Kevin Beck and
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Congratulations!

Bruce Coombe died on April 14th. His celebration
of life service was held on April 18th. Bruce is
survived by his wife, Eileen, son, Matthew,
daughter, Lauren and mother, Jean.

Upcoming Wedding
June 29th – Carol Myers and Jason Snyder

Change of Address
Robert Sherman
Episcopal House
15 & Walnut Street, 15th floor
Allentown, PA 18102

David & Jenna Martin
375 N. Granger Road
Northampton, PA 18067-9113

Bonnie Weikel
430 Virginia Avenue
Whitehall, PA 18052

Doris Guldner
1925 W. Turner Street T309B
Allentown, PA 18104-5513

Rebecca Loch
865 6th Street
Whitehall, PA 18052
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Change of Address?
Please Let us know
stjohnsucc.secretary@rcn.com
or
call the church office
610-264-8421

May Anniversaries
May 2 – LeeAnn & Robert Lopez - 27 years

May 18 – Shirley & Gary George – 51 years

May 3 – Lauren & Craig Schutts – 11 years

May 20 – Barbara & Ned Bateman - 41 years

May 4 – Paige & William Albert - 35 years
Kenda & Joseph Catalini – 17 years

May 21 – Nancy & Walter Ebling - 70 years

May 6 – Judith & Owen Eberhart, Jr. – 58 years

May 22 – Ashley & Ricardo Venanzi – 9 years
Mary & Roger Knauss – 3 years

May 7 - Janet & James Ebert - 8 years

May 23 – Laurie & William Dovico – 10 years

May 8 – Wendy & Keith Fox – 20 years
Casey & Justin Brosious –9 years

May 24 – Staci & Jesus Pagan – 4 years
Kristen & Michael Jordan – 4 years

May 12 – Karen & Frank Stoisits – 40 years
Julia & Thomas Gross III – 7 years

May 25 – Candra & Ernest Zellner, Jr. - 45 years
Susan & John Weldner – 33 years
Jennifer Rarich & Eric Lord – 6 years

May 13 – Robin & Kerry Dorney - 41 years
Alexandra & Philip Baer – 2 year

May 30 – Lisa & Alan Weiner- 37 years

May 16 – Rosemary & Bruce Hess -35 years

May 31 – Adele & Samuel Yoder – 11 years
Sandra & Steven Nagy – 17 years

May 17 – Jill & George Williams – 16 years

The Church”
BE THE CHURCH
Protect the environment.
environment.
Care for the poor.
Forgive often.
Reject racism. (March)

The theme for St. John’s UCC, Fullerton for
2019 is “Be The Church.” We will be
explaining more during the upcoming months
but the idea is that each of us must Be The
Church. This occurs when we are together but
we also go into the world where we must Be The
Church.

Fight for the powerless (April)

Share earthly and
spiritual resources.

How will you Be The Church this year? How
will God make a difference through the
willingness of each member at St. John’s. Start
visioning on how each of us can embrace this
Be the Church movement.

Embrace diversity.
Love God. (February)
Enjoy thisLife.
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New Members Joined April 14th
On Palm Sunday we received new members into our church family.

Constance is the
Director of the
Butterfly Learning
Center in Allentown.
Her hobbies include
crossword, reading,
music and cleaning.

John Chavanic
John is pictured with his children Addison and
Nolan and Erin Troxell and her children Carter,
Corynn, Cole

Constance Arnold

John is employed at East Allen Township. His
hobbies are fishing, hunting, and hiking. He has
two children Addison and Nolan. Addison
enjoys softball and Nolan enjoys baseball.

Roger Knauss is
retired. Roger
enjoys camping and
caring for their furry
kids-cats/kittens.

Nancy Delp
Nancy is retired. Her hobbies
include reading, music, traveling
and photography.

Roger Knauss
(Pictured with Roger is
his wife, Mary)

(Pictured with Nancy is her
sister, Evelyn Stupp)
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Leeza and Brent became new members of
St. John’s UCC, Fullerton. Leeza is
employed at HCR Manor as an
Occupational Therapy Assistant/Director of
Rehab. Her hobbies including coaching
football and arts and crafts.
They have a son, Jack and a daughter,
Kaitlyn.

Leeza and Brent Ohl
Children – Kaitlyn and Jack
Rebecca Sausser is
employed at St.
Luke’s University
Health Network.
Her occupation is a
Student/Associate
Chaplain. Her
hobbies are music,
woodworking,
family and reading.

Rebecca Sausser

Lori Yocco works at
Air Products as a
Foreign Currency
Trader. She has a
husband, Gregory, and
children Matthew,
Nicholas, Zane and
Kassandra. Her
hobbies include puzzles
and walking.

Lori Yocco

Janice & Walter Walenta
Walter is retired.
He
walking and bike riding.
works at Catasauqua Area
District and is a teacher.
enjoys walking and biking.
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enjoys
Janice
School
Janice

Church News
May Worship Services 8:15 & 10:45 A.M.
Date
5-5
5-12

Scripture
John 21:9-19
Acts 9:36-43

9:30 A.M.
5-19
Revelation 21:1-6, John 13:3-5
5-26
John 14:23-29

Additional
Holy Communion
Mother’s Day, Dancers
One service starts – 9:30AM
Confirmation

May 9th - 7:00 pm Worship-Worship-"Let's Choose Joy!"

Boundary Trainers
Pastor Becky has been invited to attend
the “Boundary Trainers” workshop in
Cleveland, Ohio on May 22nd and 23rd.

When I go into Cedarbrook, the county's nursing
home, the Chaplain's office is right there, on the
left. Recently, she had put up pictures that residents
had colored with colored pencils. It was a picture of
Jesus---laughing! Frequently, pictures of Jesus
show Him looking so serious. Sometimes, Jesus
looks like He has a stomach ache!! I think we need
more pictures of Jesus laughing. After all, Jesus is
the one who said, "I have said these things to you, so
that my joy may be in you, and your joy may be
full." (John 15:11.)

She will represent Penn Northeast
Conference. Cleveland is home for our
National United Church of Christ.

April 28th: Fight For
The Powerless

On Thursday, May 9, at 7pm, we will have a special
worship service about Christian joy. Also, there
will be a special offering---An Offering of
Jokes! Bring a joke or funny story to share during
our Joke Offering! Let's laugh, and sing, and
celebrate! Jesus offers us His joy! See you on May
9 at 7 pm.

Dr. Bradley Beckwith will be sharing
the message on April 28th. Brad, a
member of St. John’s, is a Licensed
Psychologist with Valliere & Counseling
Associates and Forensic Treatment
Services.
They are experienced at assessing and
treating interpersonal violence and its
lasting impact on the victim.
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Congratulations to Pastor Michelle!!
Michelle!!
Pastor Michelle was approved by the PNEC Authorization
Committee to move toward ordination. Michelle will be doing some
additional courses and experiential work to obtain this goal.

Conference Of Churches:
Lehigh Valley
Over The Edge

Update: “End Of Life
Decision Making”

The St. John’s Mission Committee Is
Supporting Pastor Dave’s Efforts!

Special thanks for our St. John’s
Healthcare
Committee
and
their
sponsoring “End of Life Decision
Making.”
The group provided an
awesome lunch. The presenters: Rev.
Lynne Mikulak, Mr. Jay Gilbert and
Pastor Becky were informative and
helpful. The attendance supported how
necessary it is for us to be talking about
this important issue.

Pastor Dave Quinn is going over the edge!!!!
AND, we should support his efforts! He hopes to
be one to climb to the top of Two City Center, an
11 story office/retail building on the
corner of 7th and Hamilton Streets
in Allentown. He will rappel
down the 11 stories along with
up to 75 others. We need to
work with him to raise $1,000.
Be sure to read the insert
included with this newsletter
along with a special offering
envelope.

Be The Church
May:
“Care For The Poor”:

Donations of cash or checks can be placed in the
special donation box located at the rear of the
sanctuary or mailed into the church office. Checks
need to be made payable to St. John’s UCC,
Fullerton with Dave’s name and OTE in the memo
line. Help Pastor Dave reach his goal!

Free Community Meal: We planned to
have our community meal in May but it
was scheduled for April 16th – Holy
Week! Our wonderful staff headed by
Nancy Dougherty stepped up and did an
awesome job.

Lehigh Conference of Churches is partnering with
Center City Allentown to raise over $100,000 to help
local families and individuals facing severe
consequences of poverty such as homelessness and
food insecurity as well as behavior health conditions
and severe mental health disorders.

May 5th (Sunday) we will get donations
to send our Visitation Pastor Dave Quinn
“Over The Edge”

If you are also interested, or want to be part of a team
that helps sponsor this event, please speak with
Pastor Becky.
Check out our website!
www.stjohnsuccfullerton.org
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!! Save the Date !!
St. John’s
John’s UCC, Fullerton
June 2nd
Community Celebrates 2019 –
Beginning at 9:30AM with Worship

Church Membership: Something To Think & Talk About
What does it mean to be a member of a church? What are the responsibilities? Is it okay to belong to a
church and not attend? Give? So many things continue in society and relationships with a church also
evolve. Today individuals are not joining clubs, organizations, etc. as they had in the past.
St John’s continues to welcome everyone, wherever they are on life’s journey, to worship with us. We
are an Open and Accepting congregation but, where does that leave membership? The Consistory is
currently talking about this important matter. A task force has been formed and would like your input.
Please speak with Pastor Becky, Consistory or Task Force member to share your thoughts. The Task
Force includes: Emilie Moyer, Tom Moyer and Dewey Yeatts.

Friendship Bible
Bible Class
As Sunday School comes to a close,
the Friendship Bible Class will
celebrate their time together this past
year as an Adult Sunday School
class. They will be attending a
luncheon after worship on Sunday,
May 19, at 1:00 p.m. at the Deitsch
Eck Restaurant in Lenhartsville.
It’ll be a time of fun, fellowship and
enjoying a wonderful family-style
meal. A class picnic is planned over
the summer, and the class will come
back together again in September.

Miller Keystone Blood Drive
The April blood drive was a great
success with 29 donors participating in
honor of 13 year old Jack Ohl,who is
battling acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
It was a blessing to welcome Jack and
Leeza, his mother, at church as they
personally thanked the congregation
for their support and prayers during this
difficult time. Also a big thank you to all the donors
who made this a great day at St. John's.
Healthcare Committee

MillerMiller-Keystone
Blood Center

Our Code – 0872
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The Men’s

June Scripture
Readers & Ushers

Breakfast Group
The Men’s group of St. John’s
meets on the first Saturday of the
month at the Hamilton Family
Restaurant in Allentown.
We
would be pleased to have you join
us.

We have placed a sheet in the back of the
sanctuary for you to sign up to read
scripture or usher. May 19th we will start
one service at 9:30AM.
Please think about volunteering or better
yet… pray about it.

May’s meeting is Saturday,
May 4th at 8:30AM.

“Give“Give-Back Nights”
 Join us from Sunday through Thursday, April 28 to May 2, (closed
(closed Mondays)
at the Blue Monkey Restaurant located at 1094 Howertown Rd. in
Catasauqua. Times are Sunday, 11:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.; Tuesday, 3:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.;
and Wednesday and Thursday, 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. From your dinner receipt, 10% will be
donated back to St. John’s. A flyer is required and can be found on the table in the lounge,
bulletin, and in this newsletter.
 Join us on Tuesday, May 28, from 11:00 a.m.
a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
at Friendly’s Restaurant located at 1836 Catasauqua Rd.
in Allentown. From your dinner receipt, 10% will be donated back to
St. John’s. A flyer is required and can be found on the table in the lounge, bulletin, and in this
newsletter. If you have any questions about our Give-Back Nights, please contact Tracey
Glass at 432-4997 or Carol Raszler at 610-393-7572. Stay tuned for more upcoming GiveBack Nights in the next few weeks at different locations. We’re happy to announce that the
proceeds from our Give-Back Night at Chili’s amounted to $184.88.

Wine And Word Update
Watch for the next gathering in August.
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Crafters Group
Thank you to everyone who supported the Easter and Spring Craft Sale.
Sale The proceeds from that
sale amounted to $436.00. The profit from any craft sales will go towards Missions. At the end of the
year, the Mission Committee will determine where there is a need, and the funds will be given
accordingly.
We always need volunteers to help with our craft projects—sewing, knitting, crocheting, counted cross
stitch, stuffing, gluing, and assembling. You can work on the projects out of your home on your own
time.
Our hand-made items, cookbooks, and 12-bean soup mix are sold all year long. Please contact Carol
Raszler at 610-393-7572 if there is anything you need.

Turkey Pot Pie Sale
Our delicious Turkey Pot Pie will be made on Friday, June 7.
7 Cost is $7.00 a quart. Pickup
times are that Friday from 3:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. down in Fox Hall or after worship on Sunday,
June 9. A sign-up sheet for orders is in the back of the sanctuary or you can call Carol Raszler
at 610-393-7572 to place your order. Anyone willing to help is welcome to come starting at 8:00
a.m. that Friday down in Fox Hall. Deadline for orders is Sunday, May 26.
Thank you to everyone who purchased and helped make the Beef Vegetable Soup on April 5. A
total of 108 qts. were made.

***
Pies are Back!
A Bake Sale with The Bakery Nook is scheduled for Friday, May 17.
17
We are taking orders for Funny Cakes and WetWet-Bottom Shoofly
Pies.
Pies Cost is $10.00 for a 10” pie. Pies are too big for you?—cut in half and freeze!
Pickup time is from Noon to 2:00 p.m. that Friday in Room 201 or in the lounge after worship on
Sunday, May 19. A sign-up sheet for orders is in the back of the sanctuary or you can call
Carol Raszler at 610-393-7572 to place your order. Deadline for orders is Sunday, May 5.

11

Another IronPigs
IronPigs

Hospital Admission

Opportunity

Policies

Mark your calendar for Monday, August 19, at
7:05 p.m. to see the IronPigs vs. Syracuse Mets
(affiliate of the New York Mets) baseball game. St.
John’s has reserved a block of 100 seats in Section 105
of the grandstand at Coca Cola Park. The cost of $12
per person includes a ticket to the game, $2 food
voucher, raffle ticket, and handling fee to St. John’s.
While it’s too early to know of any give-aways, we
know that it’s Dollar Dog Night where hotdogs will
again be $1 all night long.
Deadline for
reservations is Sunday, June 30,
30 and payment
must be made in advance (checks payable to St. John’s
UCC). See Carol Raszler to make your reservation and
payment or for further information, you can reach her
at 610-393-7572 or email at craszler@aol.com.

When being admitted to an area
hospital please inform them your
church code is 473.
Please have a member
of your family also call
and let us know you
have been hospitalized.
Susan, our Office
Administrator calls the hospitals
daily but sometimes is not told of
a member’s admittance. We want
to visit and pray for all of our
members. Help us to know when
you need us! Call the church and
pastor.
Hospital Code for our
church - 473

Lady PEEPS Invites You to Our Last
Meeting of the Season with Our
Production of:

“The Wizardess of Oz”
Put on your ruby red slippers and come to a night of fun and fellowship on Tuesday, May 21, at
6:30 p.m. in Fox Hall. We will be traveling through stormy weather to meet the Wizardess of Oz
and find out how to “Be the Church.” As we journey down the yellow brick road to Oz and back
home to St. John’s, there will be some
amazing guests from the Land of Oz who will tell their stories. Come and meet Scarecrow Lady,
Tin Woman, the un-cowardly Lionessa, the Wicked Witch of the Northeast, Glendachelle the
Good Witch, the Wizardess of Oz, and of course, Dorothy. There will be lots of interesting food to
“munchkin” on, so don’t eat dinner before you come. This will be an evening to remember!
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St. John’s Night at the
Ironpigs Party Porch
Friday, June 28th. Ticket price
includes great view of game from
our “porch”, food until 8:30,
unlimited soft drinks and water,
and great view of post-game
fireworks. Price is the same
as the past few years; $37. Contact
Tom Moyer for reservations. (610-432-3372)

Christian Early Learning Center (CELC)
Now accepting registrations for our preschool classes! Check out our website:
www.stjohnslearningcenter.com

Join us on Wednesday, May 15th for an Open House!
6:30 - 8:00PM

What Exciting Things Did the
CELC Children Learn in April?
April is the time of year where we can really start to see the changes that
are happening for Spring. In the month of April, the children learned
about gardening, different types of bugs, the story of Easter, Spring, and
how to keep the Earth clean. While learning these themes they engaged in different types
of learning centers, hands- on experiences, and also through different stories. This way,
they were able to investigate each topic and try new things.
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From Stewardship & Finance
Ahh, the final chapter of our stewardship series, the principle of reward. We all love reward, right? Let’s dive
right in now that we are all experts on the other three stewardship principles, ownership, responsibility and
accountability.
The principle of Reward. Well this is no secret, right? It’s Heaven! It’s eternal life! It’s knowing we will see all
our loved ones once again in a different time and different place. It’s knowing all the pain in this world will be
gone, all the suffering in this world will cease. We will be reconciled with our master surrounded by abundant
love and light. That’s the reward! Wow! GOD is GOOD! Who can argue that! We are all striving to hear the
master say” Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in
charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:21). It’s the last part that gets
me, the invitation. To be invited to the party despite all my brokenness and imperfections. The invitation can’t
be earned but is given freely to believers. The rich, the poor, the weak, the strong, doesn’t matter, all who believe
are invited. Thanks be to GOD for the sacrifice GOD and Jesus made on the cross for me and for you.
I want to digress back to this life and my friend who doesn’t believe in GOD. He asks, “What if your wrong and
heaven doesn’t exist?” He says, “you’ve wasted your whole life believing in something that isn’t real, there is no
benefit.” Is this true? No benefit? One thing I think all believers can say is there is plenty of benefit/reward with
Christian living. What is noticeable to me, as our faith, trust and relationship with GOD becomes stronger, our
lives become much clearer, less stressful, decisions become easier because they’re based on GOD’s likes and
dislikes. There is hope in our lives. All our relationships become stronger. We walk and talk with humble
confidence because we are serving our master knowing the rewards are both here on earth and beyond. I’m
enjoying the earthly rewards and I don’t necessarily want to rush into the everlasting reward just yet.
To me, the real question is to my good friend, “What if I’m right and heaven is real? What if Jesus did die on the
cross for you and for me and you’ve ignored his calling?” His answer, “Well I guess I’m going to Hell, but I lived
my life the way I wanted to, I was a good person, No regrets!” Where do you stand? Is Christian living a benefit,
or a waste of time?
I hope you enjoyed the series.
Blessings
Gary Madaus, Stewardship and Finance Committee

St. John’s
John’s UCC, Fullerton Mission Statement
St. John’s United Church of Christ, Fullerton provides a welcoming and safe place for all people
to worship God, grow in faith and fellowship, and serve others and God by following the example
of Jesus Christ. We believe all persons are created in God’s image and are loved,
valued, and blessed equally by God.
This community of faith is an open and accepting congregation who seeks to
welcome, without judgment, all persons, including those of all races, ethnicities,
ages, sexual orientation, gender identities and expressions, family structures,
faith backgrounds, abilities and economic circumstances.
Everyone is invited to fully share and participate in the life, ministry, and joys of our church
family.
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May 2019 Music Notes

Printed below is a summer music schedule. Congregation members and friends are encouraged to share their
musical talent for special music throughout the summer at our 9:30 am worship services. If you are interested in
sharing your musical gift, please sign your name by the Sunday you are available and return the sheet to me. If you
need help in selecting appropriate music, I will be happy to assist you. More than one person can sign up for a
particular Sunday.
If you have any questions you can talk with me. Please consider sharing the talent God has given you with others.

Musically,

Gail
June 9

_____________________________________________________________________

June 16

_____________________________________________________________________

June 23

_____________________________________________________________________

June 30

_____________________________________________________________________

July 7

_____________________________________________________________________

July 14

_____________________________________________________________________

July 21

Jerusalem Singers____

July 28

_____________________________________________________________________

August 4

_____________________________________________________________________

August 11

_____________________________________________________________________

August 18

_____________________________________________________________________

August 25

_________________________________________________________________

September 1

_________________________________________________________________
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Christian Education & Youth
Youth Group Crossover
Worship service
Monday, May 6th 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
All Youth Groups will enjoy our Crossover Worship &
Celebration in Fox Hall! Pizza and dessert will be
provided! Please RSVP total number of people attending
to Pastor Michelle by April 28th! sjuccyouth@gmail.com
or 610-264-8421.

Confirmation Sunday!
The confirmands are getting ready for their
special day! Join us on Sunday, May 26th at
the 9:30 am service as we witness our 2nd
year confirmands reaffirming their baptism!
This is a special day on their faith journey,
please join us! Please plan on attending and
supporting the next step in their faith
journey!
2nd year Confirmands and Parents
rehearsal with gown fitting on Thursday,
May 23rd at 6:30PM.

Last Day of

Vacation Bible School

Faith Formation Classes!

“To Mars and Beyond"

Sunday, May 12th

Monday, June 24th-Friday, June 28th

*************

5:45 pm - 8:00 pm. Grades PreK - 6th
Volunteer Leader and Teen VBS including
dinner at 5:00 pm
Register online:

Last 20182018-2019
Sr. Youth Group Meeting

May 20th 7:00 pm

http://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/stjohnsuccfullerton

or use the registration form in this newsletter

Easter Hat Parade
Once again we held our Easter Hat
parade during the prelude at the
10:45 worship service! A great way
for our children and youth to
participate in leading worship! What great hats
they made too!
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Egg Hunt Fun!
We had an amazing time at our Annual Community Egg Hunt!
Over 170 children and their families attended! We are continuing
to grow!
A Huge thank you to everyone from Christian Ed and beyond that
helped the day of the event and to our Egg Hunt prize makers
Evelyn Broad and Barbara Thomas!
5 Large Prize Baskets, 15 Small Prize Baskets, and 5 Action Karate Bag
prizes were won by the Egg Hunters! Congratulations to all our winners!
Thank you to our members for filling thousands of eggs so our egg hunters
would have a wonderful morning! Special thanks to Action Karate
Whitehall for their donation of 500 filled eggs and 5 drawstring backpack
prizes! One of our children won a free birthday party at action karate in one
of their eggs! actionkaratewhitehall.com
Thank you to the Christian Early Learning Center Board of Directors for
adopting the Bunny Photo op!

Palm Sunday Walk

Find Out What the
“Buzz”
Buzz” is All About . . .

The KidZ JAM Classes and families
enjoyed a morning learning about Palm
Sunday. They participated in a reenactment of Jesus’ triumphant entry
into Jerusalem, Holy Week Storytelling
by our Confirmands and Youth
Classes, and enjoyed making a craft
together!

Join us as we welcome
Blaine “the Beekeeper”
Holden! He’s got a great
story to tell and we will learn
why caring for bees as
part of God’s creation is so
important!
You won’t want to miss this special youth
group gathering!

Thank you to our confirmands and
youth for helping the Holy Week story
come to life!

Middler & Sr. Youth Group combined
Monday, May 13th 7:00 pm
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Healthcare Ministries
Ministries
Finally, the snow is melting as the temperatures warm and spring is right around the corner! For those of
you who enjoy gardening, it's time to start thinking about what you're going to plant this year. It can be so
rewarding planting a garden of vegetables and/or herbs even if you just plant a few selections in big pots
on your deck or patio. With some nutrient-rich soil and water everyday, you soon have steady growth and
then the fruits of your labor to eat at your table! There is nothing more nutritious than eating fresh
vegetables right out of the garden and a sense of accomplishment that you grew them by yourself free of
pesticides. The whole family can be involved and learn some life lessons and things about nature. If you
eat these foods from nature rather than processed food made by manufacturers, you will give your body
what it needs to stay healthy and functioning at peak performance.
Spring is a time of renewal. Often we find ourselves in a rut, doing the same things day after day.
Sometimes it seems almost impossible to break free of the routine with our demanding jobs, long
commutes, care of the children and other obligations. Sometimes our health isn't the best or we might have
a disability that limits us. Maybe this spring, challenge yourself to do something different. It could be by
yourself or together with a loved one or your family. Maybe even something that scares you a little bit.
Research suggests that a little excitement is great for you and your self-esteem and your relationships.
Think of the laughter and fond memories created when you do something exciting! It could be a daily walk
with your spouse if you currently don't do that, a new hobby, a roller coaster ride, running in a race,
climbing a mountain, the possibilities are endless and the choice is up to you. The news is full of negative
things that happen in the world, it's up to each one of us to try to be more positive, starting with ourselves.
Submitted by Diane Buss

Online Giving
Do you want to give an offering to help with missions,
Capital Campaign, current expenses, etc. and do not have
the cash available? Simply scan the QR code where it will
take you to our new online giving website!

The articles for the June
newsletter are due on May
The newsletter will
12th.
be collated on May 21st at
9:00AM.
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Mission Moment!
Whitehall Food Pantry
For the month of May, donations are needed for the following: cereal, fruit cocktail, white or brown rice,
coffee, tea bags, pancake mix, and pancake syrup. Any other non-perishable food items can always be made
at any time throughout the year. A shopping cart can be found in the coatroom off the sanctuary where you
can place your donations. Thank you to everyone who made monetary donations to the Food Bank during our
March campaign. A total of $395 was received.
Jubilee Breakfast
We wish to thank the following volunteers who participated in the Jubilee Breakfast by serving breakfasts
this past year at Zion’s UCC in downtown Allentown: Pastors Becky and Michelle, Diana Beck, Ginny
Brokenshire, Nancy Delp, Marion DeMilio, Nancy Dougherty, Amy Feidler, Becca Stephens, Evelyn
Stupp, and Sue Weldner. Our outreach to the homeless and poor took place the third Friday of every month
from November through April. The team of volunteers will be back again on November 15 for the start of the
new season.
WhitehallWhitehall-Coplay Hunger Initiative Community Meal
In order to help alleviate hunger in the area and in support of the Whitehall-Coplay Hunger Initiative, St. John’s
served a free Community Meal on April 16. We were able to feed 105 people with the help of 26
dedicated volunteers. Our appreciation also goes to members of the congregation who provided the desserts,
went food shopping, prepared the meal, and contributed to its cost. Thank you to Nancy Dougherty for
coordinating the event.
Update on Other Mission Outreaches:
Outreaches:
 One Great Hour of Sharing – A special offering was received for One Great Hour of Sharing on
March 24. OGHS enables the UCC to provide sources of clean water, food, education, medicine, healthcare,
and shelter to people and communities in crisis. It provides advocacy and resettlement for refugees and
displaced persons and emergency relief and rehabilitation. OGHS also supports domestic and international
ministries for disaster preparedness and response. Thank you to everyone who contributed. To date a total of
$670.00 was received.

How did our St. John’s Family do?
Recent Outreaches
Our Churches Wider Mission
One Great Hour of Sharing
Whitehall Food Bank
Christmas Fund

March
$1,847.50
$ 670.00
$ 395.00
$ 20.00

21

Year-to-Date
$5,080.50
$ 670.00
$ 495.00
$ 20.00

May Worship Services 8:15AM and 10:45AM
May 5th
Hymns:

John 21:9-19 3rd Sunday of Easter
*Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna! *Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore
*Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen

8:15AM
Acolyte: Tyler McNicholas

STARs Tech: Joe Trippett

10:45AM
Scripture Reader: Melissa Mendiolina
Children’s Message: Pastor Michelle

May 12th

Acts 9:36-43

Acolyte: Kayleigh Fisher

STARs Tech: DonnaLee Yeatts

4th Sunday of Easter

Hymns: *Great Is Your Faithfulness *Now the Green Blade Rises *Savior, like a Shepard Lead Us
8:15AM
Ushers: Judy Miranda

Acolyte: Andrew Deutsch

10:45AM
Usher: Bruce Pope, Bobbi Pope
STARs Tech: Corrina Schneck

May 19th
Hymns:

Scripture Reader: Karly Myers
Children’s Message: Sharon Czekner

START 9:30AM SERVICE

Revelation 21:1-6

Hymns:

Acolyte: Kyrah Gedroic

John 13:3-5

5th Sunday of Easter

*O Holy City, Seen of John *Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
* Bless Be the Tie that Binds

Ushers: Judy Miranda, Jim Ebert, Janet Ebert, Diana Beck
Scripture Reader: Tommy Saeger
Acolyte: Karly Myers
Children’s Message: Pastor Michelle
May 26th

STARs Tech: Tom Moyer

John 14:23-29
*Here I Am, Lord

Scripture Reader: Confirmands
Children’s Message – Pastor Becky

STARs Tech: Susan Rarich

6th Sunday of Easter
*The Summons

*Peace I Leave with You My Friends

Acolyte: Zoey Gedroic

Altar Guild:
8:15AM - Margaret and Sarah Young
10:45AM – Cheryl Weaver and Kim Hillegass
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STARs Tech: Tom Moyer

Consistory
• Sharon Antrim
• Sharon Czekner
• Marion DeMilio
• Bob Dougherty
• Wendy Fox
• Ted Hess
• Colleen Kulhamer
• Eireann Hunsicker, Youth Deacon
• Noreen Miller
• Pete Mohr
• Paul Raszler
• Anne Welsh
• Dewey Yeatts

Staff
Rev. Dr. Becky J. Beckwith,
Senior Pastor
stjohnsucc.pastor@rcn.com
Assistant Pastor Michelle Funk, L.M.
stjohnsucc.youth@rcn.com
Rev. David Quinn,
Visitation Pastor
pedalinpastor@gmail.com
Mrs. Gail Hanzl
Director of Music
stjohnsucc.music@rcn.com
Mrs. Emilie Moyer, Pianist
Mrs. Susan Kuder
Office Administrator
stjohnsucc.secretary@rcn.com

Committees & Chairpersons
o Altar Guild – Kim Hillegass & Nancy Dougherty
o Altar Flowers – Sally Gibson – 610-264-1210
o Bowling & Softball – Donald Schneck –
610-216-2707
o Christian Education – Karen Stoisits
o Church Usage – Ted Hess
o Community Celebrates – Jinny Hess – 610-821-8856
o Crafters Group – Carol Raszler – 610-393-7572
o Evangelism – Kenda Catalini – 484-358-7453
o “Fun” Raising Committee –Tracey Glass
(610-432-4997) & Cheryl Weaver
o Healthcare – Marion DeMilio – 610-797-9652
o Interior – Connie Viglione – 610-398-9663
o Mission –Robert Dougherty
o Personnel – Robert Scheirer
o Prayer Chain – Mary Jane Ott – 610-434-9732
o Property – Charlie Apple – 610-928-7193
o STARs – Michelle Gutekunst
o Stewardship & Finance – Gary Madaus
o Visitation – Pat Thompson
o Women’s Group – Colleen Kulhamer –
610-264-2499
clkulhamer@aol.com
o Worship & Music –Cheryl Weaver – 610-443-0161
o Youth Ministry – Kenda Catalini

Mrs. Susan Weldner, Treasurer
sbweldner@gmail.com
Mr. and Mrs. Tom & Emilie Moyer,
Financial Secretaries
thomasmoyer@rcn.com
Mr. Donald Schneck, I.T. Tech
eedon@ptd.net
Mr. Gary Weaver,
Coordinating Custodian
gary.weaver53@aol.com
Mr. Dan Riedy – Custodian
Mr. Robert Czekner – Custodian
Mrs. Michelle Gutekunst –
EZ Worship Tech

Office Hours
Monday – Friday 8:30AM – 4:00PM
610-264-8421
Two Worship Services –
8:15AM and 10:45AM
Faith Formation Classes – 9:30AM
May 19th – Starting one service a week
@9:30AM
th
May 12 – Last Day of Faith Formation

St. John’s UCC, Fullerton Website
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www.stjohnsuccfullerton.org

