
 
2026 Chief Manuelito Scholarship Awards Ceremony Packet 

Congratulations on earning the prestigious Chief Manuelito Scholarship. In preparation for 
the 2026 Chief Manuelito Awards Ceremony, we ask each scholar to submit a vertical, high-
resolution photograph for use in online and print media. In past years, the Office of Navajo 
Nation Scholarship & Financial Assistance (ONNSFA) published a full-page advertisement in 
the Navajo Times (an example is included in this packet). 

If you choose to have your photo published in online and print media, please submit a 
vertical, high-resolution photo of yourself adhering to the following standards: 
 

• Refrain from wearing clothing that displays sayings, brands, logos, etc. For 
your background, we suggest using a blank wall or uncluttered outdoor 
space. 

• Do not digitally alter the photograph or include props in your photo. i.e. 
No SnapChat, Instagram, or Facetune filters. 

• Do not submit “professional” portraits unless written permission from the 
photographer is included. Letters that state “personal use” will not qualify, as 
your photos will be used online and published in the Navajo Times. 

 
What should I wear? 

• Avoid busy prints and small patterns. 
• Plain colors show up best. 

How should I pose? You have a few options: 
• A photo that includes your head, neck, and shoulders – a headshot, works great. 
• You can also use a photo that shows you from the waist up. 
• Avoid including others, group shots, or large props. 

Where should the photo be taken? 
• Anywhere that is appropriate and represents you. 
• Keep the background simple; plain colors work well. 
• Be sure there’s enough light – outside facing away from the sun or inside with 

ample light or using one of the portrait modes on your camera. 
 

What kind of camera do I need? 
• Standard resolution, smartphone camera quality or higher, vertical orientation. 
• Make sure your image is sharp and focused. Blurry photos will not be accepted. 



What file type should I submit? 
• PNG or JPEG 
• No iPhone “Live” photos 

What else do I need to know? 
• All photos are subject to review/removal. 
• You will be asked to sign a photo release allowing the ONNSFA to copyright, use, 

and publish your photo for such purposes as publicity, illustration, and 
advertising. Parents of scholars under the age of 18 also will be requested to sign 
the photo release. 

What if I don’t send in a photo? 
• You will not be featured in the full-page advertisement if not submitted by the 

July 24, 2026, deadline. 
 

Who do I submit my photo to? 
• Email your photo, signed photo release and information by July 24, 2026, to 

stephanienez@navajo-nsn.gov. Photos and information submitted after this date 
may not be included in online or print media due to production timelines. 



Mya Maria Willie
Richfield High School

Snow College

Billy Ralph Yazzie
Monument Valley High School

Arizona State University

Kalayla Alice Yazzie
Red Mesa High School

Fort Lewis College

Linsey J. Yazzie
Farmington High School
Utah Valley University

Madison L. Yazzie
La Joya Community High School

Northern Arizona University

Qoah Yazzie
Chinle High School

Central Arizona College

Joshua L. Peacock
Tuba City High School

Northern Arizona University

Kailiah Jo Peters
Shiprock High School

University of New Mexico

Hailey C. Powell
Desert Edge High School
Arizona State University

Kevin Pruitt
V. Sue Cleveland High School

University of Arizona

Grace Shandiin Raptis
Monument Valley High School

University of Rochester

Kelyssa Mecah Redhorse
San Juan College High School

Northern Arizona University

Kayah Ann Redhouse
Great Oak High School

Stanford University

Wesley Dale Reid
Winslow High School
University of Arizona

Braydon Leo St. John
Borah High School

Utah State University

Aviana  Scharfenberger
Coconino High School
University of Arizona

Kristin E. Harris
Page High School

Northern Arizona University

Adin Verla Harrison
San Juan College High School

University of New Mexico

Devyn Rae Harvey
Middle College High School

 New Mexico State University

Hailey N. Haven
Rehoboth Christian School
Northern Arizona University

Kennedy B. John
Cornerstone Christian Schools

University of the Incarnate Word

Lanticia J. Kee
Farmington High School
University of Redlands

Daivian Rayne Kelley
Holbrook High School

Arizona State University

Nicole Ann King
Middle College High School
Northern Arizona University

Elena A. Klopfenstein
Coconino High School

Stanford University

Matthew Johndavis Lara
Navajo Preparatory School

Utah State University

Aliyah L. Tsedah
Piñon High School

Copper Mountain College

Dylon Rey Tso
Farmington High School
University of New Mexico

Megan Tsosie
Arizona Virtual Academy

University of Southern California

Tynathan N. Tsosie
Sunrise Mountain High School

Arizona State University

Niya N. Turnbull
Arcadia High School

Arizona State University

Caitlin I. Valencia
Rowlett High School

Baylor University

NOT PICTURED: Kendra L. Barreto, Bloomfield High School, University of New Mexico; Chloe N. Begay, Tuba 
City High School, Northern Arizona University; Haili S. Begay, Volcano Vista High School, Brigham Young 
University;  Isaac M. Begay, Early College Academy, University of New Mexico; Jayden M. Begay, Flagstaff 
High School, University of Arizona; Kavya Begay, Cortez High School, Glendale Community College; Kirilena K. 
Begieh, Piñon High School, Arizona State University; Karmine K. Bennett, Page High School, Northern Arizona 
University; Maelei Ann Bowen, Tuba City High School, Arizona State University; Brenna K. Chicharello, Middle 
College High School, New Mexico State University; LaRoy M. Cisco, Miyamura High School, University of New 
Mexico; Tyler J. Durant, Eldorado High School, University of New Mexico; Andriella K. Flores, Tuba City High 
School, Northern Arizona University; Matthew Aaron Hansen, Cibola High School, University of Colorado-
Boulder; Deelilah L. Harvey, Many Farms High School, Arizona State University; Robert A. Higgins, Holbrook 
High School, Northern Arizona University; Evan Z. Hood-Orillie, Tohatchi High School, University of New 
Mexico; Sparrow Kewenvoyouma, Tuba City High School, Arizona State University; Lee A. Martinez, Horizon 
High School, Arizona State University; Angela Rome Miles, Middle College High School, University of Southern 
California; Heavenleigh S. Miller, Hopi Junior Senior High School, Arizona State University; Elijah T. Mountz, 
Mountz Homeschool, University of Arizona; Angel K. Nazwood, Ganado High School, University of Michigan 
- Ann Arbor; Nevaeh R. Nelson, Window Rock High School, Arizona State University; Zilong Nez, Explore 
Academy, University of New Mexico; Dakota James Peshlakai, Navajo Preparatory School, New Mexico
Institute of Mining; Haylei Redhouse, Navajo Preparatory School, Harvard University; Erin D. Rivas-Johnson, 
Explore Academy, Fort Lewis College; Chase K. Salabye, Holbrook High School, Northern Arizona University; 
Zackery T. Shoemaker, Vernon Hills High School, College of Lake County; Thedeous Brody Tah, Miyamura
High School, Stanford University; Clara G. E. Talker, Verrado High School, Arizona State University; Isaac J.
Teller, Middle College High School, Western New Mexico University; Kodi Jace Yazzie, Tohatchi High School, 
Texas Tech University; Noble Young Blackgoat, Coconino High School, Northern Arizona University

Honoring Hastiin Chi’ihaajiin’s Legacy
One hundred thirty-seven graduating high school seniors earned the Navajo 
Nation’s highest academic award – the Chief Manuelito Scholarship – in 2025. 
The Chief Manuelito Scholars were recognized at an awards ceremony held 
at the Twin Arrows Navajo Casino Resort on July 25, 2025. The Navajo Nation 
established the Chief Manuelito Scholarship program in 1980 to recognize 
high-achieving high school graduates. The scholarship honors Chief Manuelito, 
Hastiin Ch’ilhaajiin (1818-1893), who encouraged the Navajo people to seek 
education and protect and preserve Navajo tradition and culture. Students 
seeking eligibility for the scholarship must be admitted to a post-secondary 
institution and have a minimum ACT score of 21 to 36, in combination with a 
proportionate cumulative grade point average. Students must complete courses 
in Navajo Language (1-unit high school credit or 1+ college credit) and Navajo 
Government (.5-unit high school credit or 1+ college credit) before high school 
graduation. Students may also qualify by earning 24 college credit hours with 
a GPA of 3.0. To maintain eligibility, recipients must earn a 3.0 GPA and 12 or 
more semester credit hours per academic term. Additional details about the 
scholarship may be found at: https://onnsfa.org/chief-manuelito   
Photo courtesy of History Colorado – Denver, Colo.

Special thanks to our sponsors for supporting the 
Chief Manuelito Scholarship Awards Ceremony.Ahxé’héé’

Keira Erin Allen
Middle College High School

University of New Mexico - Gallup

Azur River Anderson
Tivy High School

University of Chicago

Harley James Anderson
San Juan High School
Utah Valley University

Natashia M. Anderson
Navajo Preparatory School

University of Denver

Maddox Ryan Andre
San Juan College High Schoo, 

University of New Mexico

Mckenzie Ashley-Willie
Navajo Preparatory School
University of Washington

Alana L. Begay
University High School

 University of California - Berkeley

Maven P. Begay
Holbrook High School

Northern Arizona University

Cadence Aria Begaye
Jersey Village High School

University of Minnesota-Twin Cities

Ayla A. Benally
Barry Goldwater High School

Arizona State University

Kiara D. Bia
Corona Del Sol High School

Arizona State University

Treyshawn W. Bia  
Middle College High School
 Northern Arizona University

Paige Lynn Bitsoie
San Juan High School
Weber State University

Becynthia O. Bryant
Shonto Prep Tech High School
Northern Arizona University

Kyli Lynn Burgett
Rio Rancho High School 

Texas Tech University

Journey D. Burnside
St. Michael Indian School

Fort Lewis College

Kanisia F. Butler
Tuba City High School

Canisius College

Keegan J. Butler
The Classical Academy

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Coral Elsie Chadwick
McLean High School

Brigham Young University

Erin J. Charley
Navajo Preparatory School
Colorado State University

Kari S. Chato
Tohatchi High School

University of Utah

Dexter Glenn Clark
Mountain View High School

Utah Valley University

Tionne McKenna Claw
Tohatchi High School

University of New Mexico

Autumn N. Clitso
San Juan College HIgh School

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University

Tyri C. Cly
Monument Valley High School

University of Nevada - Las Vegas

Wes Tyler Colliflower
Coconino High School

Northern Arizona University

Tatum S. Collins
Flagstaff High School

Arizona State University

Alyssa Ruby Curley
V. Sue Cleveland High School

University of New Mexico

Devin A. Deale
Farmington High School

Colorado State University

Andrea M.D. Denny
Piñon High School

Arizona State University

The Office of Navajo Nation Scholarship & Financial Assistance Proudly Presents

Office of Navajo Nation Scholarship & Financial Assistance
https://onnsfa.org /onnsfa @onnsfa

Isabella M. Dewyer
Cactus High School
University of Arizona

Sequoia Irisz Dickson
Page High School

Northern Arizona University

Skyla-Jinxi E. Dixon
Farmington High School

Haskell Indian Nations University

Adriana Dominquez
Monument Valley HIgh School

Mesa Community College

Esias Chee Esplain
Coconino High School

Northern Arizona University

Dathan C. Esson
Kirtland Central High School

Fort Lewis College

Savannah J. Etsitty
Piñon High School

Grand Canyon University

Takarra Neena Fonseca
Sandia High School

Grand Canyon University

Elias Gomez
Arrowhead Park Early College High 
School; Northern Arizona University

Ashkiilani Hanamaikai
Davis High School

Salt Lake Community College

Krischelle L. Largo
Thoreau High School

University of New Mexico

Amaya Rae Lee
Volcano Vista High School

University of Arizona

Phildeya E. Lee
Piñon High School

University of New Mexico

Jadan Lamar Lewis
Gilbert High School

Arizona State University

Jordyn Darryl Lomakema
Hopi Junior Senior High School

Arizona State University

Adrianna A. Long
Coconino High School

University of Pennsylvania

Elena Sol Lucero
Monterey Senior High School

University of Texas - Austin

Keiryn W. Mann
Monument Valley High School

Centralia College

Darren G. Mark
Winslow High School

Arizona State University

Mikaela K.T.  Mason
Poudre High School

University of Colorado – Boulder

Graciella Lee Miranda
Desert Vista High School

University of Colorado - Boulder

Haini-Wiragusge Morgan
Winnebago Public High School
University of Nebraska - Lincoln

Nolan E. Morgan
Wingate High School
University of Arizona

Julianna W. Nava
Perry High School
Phoenix College

Bryce P. Nelson
Flagstaff High School

Northern Arizona University

Xavier T. Nez
Navajo Preparatory School
University of New Mexico

McKenzie Rose Notah
Gallup High School

Northern Arizona University

Cillian O’Gleason
Window Rock High School

Northern Arizona University

Samira Lyla Old Elk
Coconino High School
University of Arizona

Sydnee Lynn Patterson
South Sevier High School
Mesa Community College

Robert James Singer
Middle College High School

University of New Mexico

Cyanna V. Stewart
Chandler High School

Arizona State University

Seanna N.B. Sylvester
Farmington High School

Fort Lewis College 

Payton Sah-Povi Tacheene
Hopi Junior Senior High School

Northern Arizona University

Aleah Dinae Tagoai
V. Sue Cleveland High School

Brigham Young University

Joaquin B. Tate
Millennium High School
Arizona State University

Lorelai Grace Taylor
East Valley High School
University of Washington

Madeline G. Thacker
Ganado High School
University of Arizona

Leyton P. Tom
Holbrook High School

Northern Arizona University

Tiana Louise Tom
Gallup High School

Oklahoma State University



Chief Manuelito Awards Ceremony 
Information for Publications | Livestream | Introductions 

Please fill out and return by July 24, 2026, for inclusion in ONNSFA’s digital and 
print publications. 

Name: 
Maternal Clan: 
Paternal Clan: 
Maternal Grandfather’s Clan: 
Paternal Grandfather’s Clan: 
High School: 
College: 
Where you are from: 
Mother’s Name: 
Father’s Name: 



 
MEDIA RELEASE FORM 

 
I hereby grant Diné Development Corporation and subsidiary companies the 
permission to use my likeness in a photograph, video, or other print/digital media 
in any of its publications without payment or other consideration. I understand that 
all photos will become the property of Diné Development Corporation and 
subsidiary companies. 
 
I irrevocably authorize Diné Development Corporation and subsidiary companies 
to edit, alter, copy, exhibit, publish, or distribute these photos for any lawful 
purpose.  In addition, I waive any right to inspect or approve the finished product 
wherein my likeness appears.  Additionally, I waive any right to royalties or other 
compensation arising or related to the use of the media. 
 
I hold harmless, release, and forever discharge Diné Development Corporation 
and subsidiary companies from all claims, demands, and causes of action, which 
I, my representatives, executors, administrators, or any other persons acting on my 
behalf, have or may have by reason of this authorization. 
 
I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE MEDIA RELEASE.  I AFFIRM THAT I AM 
AT LEAST 18 YEARS OF AGE; OR IF I AM UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE, I HAVE OBTAINED 
THE REQUIRED CONSENT OF MY PARENTS/GUARDIANS AS EVIDENCED BY THEIR 
SIGNATURES BELOW.   
 
 
____________________________  ______________________________ ______________ 
Print Name    Signature    Date 
 
 
 
If under 18, BOTH PARENTS MUST SIGN 
 
 
        
Individually and as Parent/  Date 
Legal Guardian 
 
 
        
Individually and as Parent/  Date 
Legal Guardian 



Office of Navajo Nation Scholarship & Financial Assistance 
Department of Diné Education 

Permission to Use Photograph / Release Contact Information 

Subject: 

Location:

I grant to the Office of Navajo Nation Scholarship & Financial Assistance 
(ONNSFA), its representatives and employees, the right to take 
photographs of me and my property in connection with the above-
identified subject and I authorize ONNSFA, its assigns and transferees, 
to copyright, use, broadcast and publish the same in print and/or 
electronically. I agree that the ONNSFA may use such photographs of 
me with or without my name and for any lawful purpose, including for 
example, such purposes as publicity, illustration and advertising. 

I authorize ONNSFA to provide my contact information to news 
media for news articles. (Name, phone and/or email addresses 
will only be released to media if box is checked.) 

I have read and understand the above: 

Signature: 
 

Print Name:  

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

Date: 
Signature of 
Parent if under 18: 

2026 Chief Manuelito Scholarship Awards Ceremony 

Twin Arrows Navajo Casino Resort, Flagstaff, AZ

Return completed form to Stephanie Nez 
at stephanienez@navajo-nsn.gov no later 

than Friday, July 24, 2026.



Yá’át’ééh,
Shí éí								        yiníshyé.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 nishłį.
									         báhishchíín,
									         dashicheii,
									         dashinalí.
Akoot’éego ch’kęę nishłį. 	 [young woman]

Akoot’éego diné nishłį. 	 [young man]

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 dęę’naashá.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 di i’iiníįłtá.
Shimá éí 							       wolyé.
Shizhe’é éí							      wolyé.

All Chief Manuelito Scholars will be provided an opportunity to introduce themselves during the 
awards ceremony. We suggest scholars use the format below. A list of clans is available below for 
reference.
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