
Projection Concept 
A Tell-Tale Heart by Benjo Verge 

The show I chose was a Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe. The setting of the short story will 

be a “Trap House” in the south.  A “Trap House” is a place where illicit drugs are bought, sold, 

or used. The time period is somewhere between 2007-2010. The two characters are from African 

American decent. The old man is blind in one eye and going through dementia. The narrator is a 

young man in his 20s. The house is placed it in a predominately black neighborhood. The house 

is beat up and the owner has no plans on restoring the house. The narrator is only there for light 

housekeeping, keeping the old man company, and helping the old man with drug distribution. 

Unfortunately, the old man doesn’t know the narrator is using the drugs as well. The abuse of the 

drugs created a psychotic break which created delusional thoughts and beliefs, auditory and 

visual hallucinations, and paranoia. The overall message I am going for is to “never bite the hand 

that feeds you” and the urgency to regularly check on your mental health before you do 

something you might ultimately regret. The space I’m choosing to use is the Allen Bales Theater 

on the campus of The University of Alabama. I chose to use a Hitachi CP-WU9100B DLP 

Projector with Hitachi ML904 Middle Lens CP-WX9210 216"-329" and one 110V 15a Edison 

non-dimmable power source. Lastly, I will be using a Da-Lite 39310 Fast-Fold Deluxe Portable 

Projection Screen (8 x 14') and Da-Lite Fast-Fold Drapery Masking Panels to cover borders and 

excess screen that I do not want the audience to be able to see.  



Projection Concept: Part 2 
A Tell-Tale Heart by Benjo Verge 

The show I chose was a Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allen Poe. The setting of the short story will 

be a “Trap House” in the south. A “Trap House” is a place where illicit drugs are bought, sold, or 

used. Because the theatre is such a small space, there is no way to build a physical house on that 

stage. By showing a projection of a house it can give you a visual of the police knocking at the 

door and then going into the side door of the house. I wanted to give the short story a dramatic 

title page. It’s a distraction for the upcoming Lighting Strike sound effect coming right before the 

first word of the story. I chose to use the circle of light to represent the character using the 

flashlight to peak into the old man room. It makes sense to do this because I chose to use a 

flashlight instead of a lantern because of the time period chosen for this story. The heartbeat 

monitor gives a visual of what’s going on inside the brain of the narrator as he is going through 

this psychotic break. The Post credits are only there to give credit to those involved and simply 

because I wanted it to be there.   
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“The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe 
 
from Carol Oates, Joyce, Ed. The Oxford Book of American Short Stories.  
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1992. 
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