
IDIOMS FOR IELTS

Break the ice:

​ *Example: "To break the ice, let me share a personal experience related to this
topic."

Cost an arm and a leg:

​ *Example: "Some people believe that studying abroad can cost an arm and a
leg, but in my opinion, the benefits outweigh the expenses."

Hit the nail on the head:

​ *Example: "I think the speaker in the lecture really hit the nail on the head
when discussing the impact of technology on education."

Bite the bullet:

​ *Example: "Sometimes, to achieve our goals, we need to bite the bullet and
face challenges head-on."

A piece of cake:

​ *Example: "For me, learning a new language is a piece of cake because I find it
fascinating and enjoyable."

Spill the beans:

​ *Example: "I won't spill the beans about the surprise, but I can assure you it's
something exciting."

Jump on the bandwagon:

​ *Example: "Many people are jumping on the bandwagon of sustainable living
to contribute to environmental conservation."

Turn a blind eye:

​ *Example: "Some governments may turn a blind eye to certain social issues,
which can lead to long-term consequences."

Burn the midnight oil:



​ *Example: "During exam periods, students often burn the midnight oil to
ensure they are well-prepared."

A piece of cake:

​ *Example: "Completing this project was a piece of cake for me since I had
prior experience in a similar field."

Cutting corners:

​ *Example: "It's essential to follow ethical practices in business rather than
cutting corners to achieve short-term success."

Throw in the towel:

​ *Example: "Even when faced with challenges, it's important not to throw in the
towel but rather find solutions."

Bite off more than you can chew:

​ *Example: "Sometimes, students bite off more than they can chew by taking
on too many extracurricular activities alongside their studies."

A picture is worth a thousand words:

​ *Example: "In discussions about cultural differences, a picture is often worth a
thousand words, conveying nuances that words alone cannot capture."

The ball is in your court:

​ *Example: "After the interview, the ball is in the employer's court to decide
whether to offer me the job."

Burn bridges:

​ *Example: "It's crucial not to burn bridges with colleagues, as professional
relationships can be valuable throughout one's career."

Hit the ground running:

​ *Example: "When starting a new job, it's essential to hit the ground running to
make a positive impression on your colleagues."



Let the cat out of the bag:

​ *Example: "I won't let the cat out of the bag regarding our surprise party plans,
but it's going to be memorable."

The elephant in the room:

​ *Example: "Addressing climate change is the elephant in the room that many
countries need to tackle collectively."

Raining cats and dogs:

​ *Example: "During the monsoon season, it can be challenging to go outside as
it's often raining cats and dogs."

Keep an eye on the ball:

​ *Example: "To succeed in a competitive job market, it's crucial to keep an eye
on the ball and continuously update your skills."

Throw the baby out with the bathwater:

​ *Example: "While making changes in education, we need to be careful not to
throw the baby out with the bathwater and lose valuable aspects of the
system."

Under the weather:

​ *Example: "I might not perform at my best today as I'm feeling a bit under the
weather."

A storm in a teacup:

​ *Example: "Some conflicts can turn into a storm in a teacup if not addressed
calmly and objectively."

Every cloud has a silver lining:

​ *Example: "Although facing challenges, every cloud has a silver lining, and I
believe there are valuable lessons to be learned."

A drop in the ocean:



​ *Example: "Individual efforts to reduce plastic waste are like a drop in the
ocean compared to the broader changes needed in industry practices."

Put all your eggs in one basket:

​ *Example: "Diversifying investments is wise; putting all your eggs in one
basket can lead to financial risks."

A wolf in sheep's clothing:

​ *Example: "Some online platforms may seem harmless but could be a wolf in
sheep's clothing, compromising user privacy."

Back to the drawing board:

​ *Example: "If a plan doesn't work out, it's back to the drawing board to come
up with a new and improved strategy."

Hold your horses:

​ *Example: "Before making impulsive decisions, it's essential to hold your
horses and carefully consider the consequences."

A blessing in disguise:

​ *Example: "Losing my job turned out to be a blessing in disguise, as it gave
me the opportunity to pursue a career I'm truly passionate about."

In the blink of an eye:

​ *Example: "Technological advancements have transformed our lives in the
blink of an eye, making communication and information more accessible."

Burn the midnight oil:

​ *Example: "During exam periods, students often burn the midnight oil to
ensure they are well-prepared."

Don't cry over spilled milk:

​ *Example: "Mistakes happen, and it's essential not to cry over spilled milk but
to learn from them and move forward."



Hit the hay:

​ *Example: "After a long day of studying, I like to hit the hay early to ensure I'm
well-rested for the next day."

Bite off more than you can chew:

​ *Example: "Taking on three part-time jobs while pursuing a full-time degree
may be biting off more than you can chew, leading to burnout."

A picture is worth a thousand words:

​ *Example: "In discussions about cultural differences, a picture is often worth a
thousand words, conveying nuances that words alone cannot capture."

The ball is in your court:

​ *Example: "After the interview, the ball is in the employer's court to decide
whether to offer me the job."

Burn bridges:

​ *Example: "It's crucial not to burn bridges with colleagues, as professional
relationships can be valuable throughout one's career."

Hit the ground running:

​ *Example: "When starting a new job, it's essential to hit the ground running to
make a positive impression on your colleagues."

Let the cat out of the bag:

​ *Example: "I won't let the cat out of the bag regarding our surprise party plans,
but it's going to be memorable."

The elephant in the room:

​ *Example: "Addressing climate change is the elephant in the room that many
countries need to tackle collectively."

Raining cats and dogs:



​ *Example: "During the monsoon season, it can be challenging to go outside as
it's often raining cats and dogs."

Keep an eye on the ball:

​ *Example: "To succeed in a competitive job market, it's crucial to keep an eye
on the ball and continuously update your skills."

Throw the baby out with the bathwater:

​ *Example: "While making changes in education, we need to be careful not to
throw the baby out with the bathwater and lose valuable aspects of the
system."

Under the weather:

​ *Example: "I might not perform at my best today as I'm feeling a bit under the
weather."

A storm in a teacup:

​ *Example: "Some conflicts can turn into a storm in a teacup if not addressed
calmly and objectively."

Every cloud has a silver lining:

​ *Example: "Although facing challenges, every cloud has a silver lining, and I
believe there are valuable lessons to be learned."

A drop in the ocean:

​ *Example: "Individual efforts to reduce plastic waste are like a drop in the
ocean compared to the broader changes needed in industry practices."

Put all your eggs in one basket:

​ *Example: "Diversifying investments is wise; putting all your eggs in one
basket can lead to financial risks."

A wolf in sheep's clothing:

​ *Example: "Some online platforms may seem harmless but could be a wolf in
sheep's clothing, compromising user privacy."



Back to the drawing board:

​ *Example: "If a plan doesn't work out, it's back to the drawing board to come
up with a new and improved strategy."

Hold your horses:

​ *Example: "Before making impulsive decisions, it's essential to hold your
horses and carefully consider the consequences."

A blessing in disguise:

​ *Example: "Losing my job turned out to be a blessing in disguise, as it gave
me the opportunity to pursue a career I'm truly passionate about."

In the blink of an eye:

​ *Example: "Technological advancements have transformed our lives in the
blink of an eye, making communication and information more accessible."

Burn the midnight oil:

​ *Example: "During exam periods, students often burn the midnight oil to
ensure they are well-prepared."

Don't cry over spilled milk:

​ *Example: "Mistakes happen, and it's essential not to cry over spilled milk but
to learn from them and move forward."

Hit the hay:

​ *Example: "After a long day of studying, I like to hit the hay early to ensure I'm
well-rested for the next day."

NOTE: Remember to use idioms judiciously, ensuring they fit naturally into your speech and
enhance the overall fluency of your language. Overusing them or using them inappropriately
can have the opposite effect.


