
The Invitation 
Luke 14:12-14 

 
Introduction 

• How many of you had to make room for your Christmas decorations? 
o Maybe you had to move some furniture to fit the tree in the living room 
o Maybe you had to clear a table off to display your manger scene 
o Maybe you had to clear a path just to get your Christmas decorations out 

▪ Our decorations are in the back of our crawl-space 
▪ I rarely go in the crawl-space unless I am getting Christmas decorations 
▪ I had to clear a path to get to the decorations and to get them out 
▪ It looked like a scene from an Indiana Jones movie; fighting through cob-

webs to find the hidden treasure 

• We make room on our calendars to attend parties, programs, and special services 

• We make room in our budgets for Christmas gifts 

• We put a lot into Christmas, to make room for what is most important to us 

• Luke 2:7, “And she (Mary) gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.” 

o Much like our lives during this season, there was  a lot going on in Nazareth at 
the time of Jesus’ birth 

o However, none of the busyness had anything to do with the birth of Jesus 
o Everyone was returning to their family homes to be registered according to the 

decree of Caesar Augustus. 
o As a result of this large influx of people, there was no room for Mary, Joseph, 

and Jesus-the Savior of the world. 
o The manger is not just a physical representation of the state of affairs in 

Nazareth during the time of Jesus’ birth, but it is a metaphor of what often 
happens to us; We get so wrapped up in the decrees, or demands of the world, 
that we have no room for Jesus 

• As Advent begins today, we will begin our Sermon Series entitled, “Making Room for 
Jesus” 

o Each sermon in this series will address a particular scripture that references the 
necessity of room in our lives 

o Today, we will focus on the invitation that Jesus extends us to make room in our 
lives for him. 

o Luke 14 
▪ The scene is set around a dinner table; fitting considering that today we 

will celebrate communion-pay careful attention and you will see how this 
will come together! 

▪ The dinner is taking place at the home of a Pharisee. Verse 1 tells us that 
the guests at the dinner were watching Jesus closely. 

▪ Jesus is observing them as well. He tells two parables about dinner 
invitations.  



o Key verses 
▪ Luke 14:15 
▪ Luke 14:24 

o We want to understand today 
▪ What invitation Jesus is making to us 
▪ How we can make room in our lives for the invitation  

 
Don’t miss the invitation; stay focused on the bigger picture 

• Jesus is always giving out invitations 
o His birth was an invitation 

▪ Come and See this thing that has happened 
▪ Even Herod wanted to see 

o The Woman at the Well-eternal water 
o Matthew 11:28, “Come to me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you 

rest.” 
o “Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

• JFK and Jackie Wedding 
o Joseph Kennedy made the invitations for the wedding 

▪ For him, the reception was much more than just celebrating a wedding. 
He saw a political opportunity 

▪ Joseph had a dream that his son would one day be president of the 
United States 

▪ He had longed for his son to settle down and become a serious adult 
▪ Marriage was one step closer to making his son a legitimate candidate for 

President 
▪ So, Joseph didn’t just invite friends, but he invited people of influence 

that might support his son when he chose to run for President 
▪ The wedding became a campaign statement as much as a celebration 
▪ Yet, JFK is famous for saying, “Ask not what your country can do for you, 

but what you can do for your country.” 

• In order to fully understand Luke 14, you have to be able to see the bigger picture. And, 
in order for us to fully appreciate the invitation that Jesus offers to us this Christmas, we 
are going to have to see the bigger picture! 

o Three dinners wrapped into one- keep this in mind as you read the chapter 
o Dinner is the setting for this chapter 

▪ Jesus invited by a Pharisee 
▪ They are watching him closely 
▪ Jesus is observing them 

• Heal or Rest? (Luke 14:3-6) 

• Pride or Humility? (Luke 14:11) 

• Instant Reward or Eternal Reward? (Luke 14:13-14) 
o Motivated by another meal- The Last Supper 

▪ Sacrifice 



▪ Humility 
▪ Salvation through the Cross 

o The Bigger Picture- The Banquet at the End of Time- The Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb (Revelation 19:6-10) 

▪ Sin 
▪ Broken Relationship 
▪ Salvation 
▪ Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace 

o When you begin to see the bigger picture, you begin to understand the 
invitation! 

• The Jews had been making room for the Messiah ever since their Exile in Babylon. 
o They awaited this fulfillment of this glorious invitation that God had made to 

them. 
o In the meantime: 

▪ Outward appearances- showing themselves to be righteous which led to 
self-righteous acts 

▪ Dismissing the outcast: poor, crippled, lame, and blind 
o All with the hope that the Messiah would deliver them from their current 

oppression and they would reign with him. 

• What did they do with the invitation? 
o John 1:11, “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” 
o Matthew 23:37, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 

stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” 

• What if in January, when you are taking down your Christmas tree, putting the furniture 
back, shoving the Christmas decorations back into the corner, these words became true 
of us 

o John 1:11, “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” 
o Matthew 23:37, “O Mullen Memorial, the church that kills the prophets and 

stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” 

o What if we miss the invitation! 

• How do we keep from missing the invitation? We keep focused on the bigger picture! 
o What is it that I really want to get out of Christmas? 

▪ This was the great debate at the dinner table with Jesus and the 
Pharisees 

• Heal or Rest? (Luke 14:3-6) 

• Pride or Humility? (Luke 14:11) 

• Instant Reward or Eternal Reward? (Luke 14:13-14) 
▪ It may be what you are wrestling with as you consider your schedule, 

your family, your obligations, the room, or lack there of, in your life this 
Christmas. 

▪ Take time to answer that question now! 



o Does it align with what Christmas is all about?  
▪ You may have a lot of good stuff on your list, but does it align with the 

bigger picture? 

• Sin (Grace) 

• Broken Relationship (Love) 

• Salvation (Hope) 

• Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace 

• Let’s make sure we don’t miss the invitation. Let’s make room for Jesus! 
 
As a Guest, Don’t Make Excuses! 

• Jesus speaks to two roles in his invitation 
o The role of the guest 
o The role of the host 
o Just like Jesus’ audience we actually play both roles 

• Let’s take a look at the Guest first 
o Luke 14:16-21, 24 

▪ Many were invited to the banquet, but all made excuses for why they 
couldn’t come. 

▪ None of the excuses were emergencies. 
▪ They were based on priorities 

o What is this invitation all about? 
▪ The cross 
▪ The resurrection 
▪ Hope, Love, Joy, Peace 

o So, as a guest, Don’t make excuses for why you can’t fulfill the invitation 

• My struggle this year 
o Commit to putting up decorations right after Thanksgiving-don’t decorate 

throughout the holiday and not be able to enjoy 
o Football Saturday conflicting with Movie Night 
o In the midst of all the obligations, take a deep breath, remember what is most 

important, and enjoy the moment 

• How do we keep from making excuses? 
o Keep focused on what’s most important 
o Align your priorities accordingly 
o Enjoy the moment 

• Who doesn’t need: Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace in their life? 
o This is the invitation 
o You and I have a choice about what we will make a priority 
o Don’t make excuses for why you don’t have room!  
o Don’t miss the invitation! 

 
As a Host, Make Room for Others 

• The servant is the host 



o To be a servant means we have accepted the invitation 
o Now we play a part in the meal 

• Luke 14:21-23 
o The Jews had been preparing room for the Messiah by removing the outcasts, 

and appearing righteous-sitting as close to the head of the table as possible 
o Imagine how uncomfortable the Pharisee who invited Jesus must have felt when 

Jesus said, “But when you give a feast, invited the poor, the crippled, the lame, 
the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will 
be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” (Luke 14:13-14) 

o It’s followed by the proclamation of one of the guests, “Blessed is everyone who 
will earth bread in the kingdom of God!” (Luke 14:15) 

o Awkward moment, just trying to cut through the air of tension 

• God desires for heaven to be full! You and I play a role as hosts in making heaven as full 
as possible. 

• A few suggestions 
o Green Insert 
o Wrapping Party 
o Gift Baskets 
o Fellowship with Church 
o All are ways that we can make room by meeting needs, showing God’s love to 

others, and being a witness through the fellowship we share with one another. 

• As we become busy with our priorities this Christmas, let’s be sure we remember that 
Christmas is not just about us. We have a responsibility to be good hosts by making 
room for others. 

 
Conclusion 

• Two key verses 
o Luke 14:15 
o Luke 14:24 

• Everything that this season is about leads to the bigger picture of a Feast with Jesus 
o Everything we do, the priorities we make lead to how this picture will play out 

for us. 
o The invitation is for us to come and experience Love, Joy, Peace, and Hope 

▪ Our role as guests is to not make excuses, and miss the party 
▪ Our role as hosts is to make room for others 

• Have you made room for Jesus?  
o What is it that you really want to get out of Christmas? 
o Does it align with what Christmas is all about? 

• Don’t miss the invitation! 


