
Shaped By God 
Jeremiah 18-19 

 
Introduction 

• How many of you have built a snowman this year? 
o The snow has to be just right in order to build a snowman 

▪ If the snow is powder, then it will not stick together, and it will crumble 
▪ But if the snow has some moisture, then you start with a small snowball 

and roll it as big as you want! 
o Snow during winter break of college 

▪ I wanted to build a snowman 
▪ Luckily the snow was just right, so I decided to go all out 
▪ I started at one end of our yard with a small snowball, and I rolled that 

little ball across our yard, until I couldn’t move the ball anymore. This was 
the base 

▪ Then I started another ball, but I knew that if I made it as big as the base I 
probably wouldn’t be able to lift it and stack it, so I got it just to a size 
that I could barely lift it on top of the base 

▪ Finally I rolled the third ball for the head. 
▪ I went back and packed snow in the spots where the snowman looked 

uneven 
▪ Once I was satisfied with the symmetry of the snowman, I got a carrot for 

the nose, two sticks for the arms, and I took some rocks from my parents’ 
flowerbed to make the eyes and mouth. 

▪ It was hard work, it was cold, my back hurt when I was done, but I 
persevered to the end 

▪ When all was said and done, I had built a glorious snowman. 

• Perseverance in a Time of Uncertainty 
o Study of the Prophet Jeremiah 
o Jeremiah received two visions from God 

▪ Give you a word to speak, and I will see it through 
▪ The people you are sent to will not listen to what you have to say 

o What is the point in Jeremiah’s calling? 
o Jeremiah is often referred to as the “Weeping Prophet”, but it is his 

perseverance in a time of uncertainty that really tells the story.  
o In today’s passage, Jeremiah doesn’t have snow to work with, but clay. 

▪ The clay will serve to create an illustration 

• Just like a potter shapes clay into a beautiful piece of pottery, it is 
God’s desire to shape us 

• Once the clay becomes hard, just like snow that turns to powder, 
it can no longer be shaped 

• We have to make a choice to listen to the voice of God, even 
when the future seems uncertain, in order for God to shape us as 
He desires. 



 
God’s Word is What Shapes Our Life 

• Jeremiah 18:1-6 
o The Word of the Lord 

▪ Arise and Go 
▪ I will let you hear my words 
▪ Then the word of the Lord came to me 

o The Word of the Lord is significant to Jeremiah’s life 
▪ Afraid that he could not fulfill the calling 
▪ God reassures Jeremiah that he will give Jeremiah the very words he 

needs to speak 
▪ In every passage that we have studied we have found these words, “The 

word of the Lord came to Jeremiah” 
o Play-do left out 

▪ Made in a shape of a bowl 
▪ Left out 
▪ Now, it can’t be used anymore, because its all dried out 
▪ Just as snow needs moisture in order to shape it, It is God’s Word that 

provides hope to our lives so that we can be shaped! 
▪ Jeremiah 18:3 & 5 

• What does Jeremiah see when he gets to the potter’s house? 
o Working at his wheel 
o Vessel spoiled in his hand 
o Reworked the vessel 
o Seemed good to the potter 
o “Jeremiah observes that the potter completely controls the clay, can reshape it, 

and is not committed to any particular form for the clay (v. 4). The potter will 
completely reshape the clay until the potter has it the way he wants it.”1 

• New Year’s Resolution 
o Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 

welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 
o Commit this verse to memory 
o God’s Word can shape our lives, because it provides hope-exactly what we need 

to be shaped. 
How will you be shaped? 

• Notice that the vessel that the potter was working on was spoiled (vs. 4) 
o This illustration serves a purpose for describing God’s people 
o It’s the message that Jeremiah is given to share with the people 
o Jeremiah 18:5-6 

• How will you be shaped? 
o Your life is in the hands of God, but will you allow God to shape your life? 

                                                           
1 Walter Brueggemann, A Commentary on Jeremiah: Exile and Homecoming. Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Complany, 1998, Kindle Loc. 2045. 



o Whether we realize it or not, everyone of us is a broken vessel 
▪ The Bible tells us that “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 

God.” 

• Sin occurs when we don’t do what God has called us to do. As is 
witnessed in this passage-sin is when we don’t listen to the voice 
of God. 

• We are broken by sin, because the very hope, the very purpose of 
our lives is dependent upon the Truth of God’s Word. 

• It’s all Jeremiah had to fulfill his calling, and its all you and I have 
▪ Brokenness goes beyond our own sin sometimes 

• Some of you have been broken by the choices of other people 

• Someone or something has done something to you that you had 
no control over 

o Abuse 
o Broken relationships 
o An unfortunate accident  
o Death 

• It has broken you to the point that you feel as though you can’t be 
repaired. 

o Here’s where we have to depend on God’s Word to shape us. 
▪ 2 Corinthians 4:7-10, “But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show 

that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. We are afflicted 
in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair, 
persecuted, but not forsaken, struck down, but not destroyed, always 
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also 
be manifested in our bodies. 

▪ John 1, “The word became flesh” in Jesus Christ 
▪ The hope to our brokenness is Jesus Christ 

• He defeated sin, through his death on the cross 

• He defeated death, through his resurrection 

• He is our way back to a relationship with God 
o Although the vessel might be spoiled 
o In the Potter’s hands, it can be reworked 
o As it seems good to God to do 

o Will you let God shape your life? 
▪ Will you trust him with the brokenness of your life? 
▪  Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 

plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” 
 
Listening to God is Critical to Allowing Him to Shape Us 

• Jeremiah delivers Two Options: 
o Jeremiah 18:7-11 
o You can listen by changing your ways 



o You can continue on the path of destruction you are on 

• We have two options 
o A change can take place in our life 

▪ We can hand over the brokenness of our lives to God 
▪ We can repent of our sins 
▪ We can receive Jesus into our lives 
▪ We can allow God to shape us 
▪ This is what thE Bible calls “salvation” 

o We can continue on the path of destruction 
▪ The people did not believe they were on a path of destruction 
▪ They didn’t see it 
▪ Jeremiah complains to God in Chapters 11-12 because the people are not 

listening to God, and yet they are prospering, while Jeremiah is suffering 
▪ Just because you might be prospering doesn’t mean you are on the right 

path 
▪ The captain of the Titanic thought he was on the right path, until he hit 

an iceberg 
o Our lives are dependent upon what we do with God’s Word. Listening to God is 

Critical to Allowing him to shape us. 

• The option the people chose 
o Jeremiah 18:12 

▪ I’m going to do it my way 
▪ We admire people  for living life the way they want to live it, and not 

allowing others to dictate their decisions 
▪ It is authentic, bold, and confident- Trailblazers 

o How often are people recognized for living a life of faith? 
▪ Very few 
▪ It’s the path less traveled 
▪ However it is the most authentic, bold, and confident life one can live 
▪ It’s the reason that few take it, because its so much easier to do what 

everyone else says we should do. 

• Jeremiah 19:1-4; 10-11 
o The people have become dry, and hard- unwilling to be shaped by God 
o They have chosen to follow their own plans 
o When we shut God out, we are beyond repair! 
o The backstory of God’s Grace 

▪ God is going to allow disaster, in order to plant and rebuild 
▪ Invitation is not just for Israel, but for any nation willing to listen to the 

voice of God 
▪ God is a gracious God 

• His grace is not the kind that allow us to do whatever we want, 
but it’s the kind that keeps providing opportunities for us to turn 
to him 

• Jesus on the Cross 



o The penalty of sin is death, however Jesus sacrificed his life 
on the cross to pay our debt for sin 

o The cross is God’s invitation to the world, not to do 
whatever we please, but to turn to him for life. 

o Jeremiah 19:14-15 
o Revelation 3:20, “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice 

and opens the doors,  I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.” 
 
Conclusion 

• If you are broken, there’s still time. 

• If you are stiff-necked, there’s still an opportunity to allow Jesus into your life, so that 
God can shape you. 

o God’s Word is what shapes our life 
o How will you be shaped? 
o Listening to God is Critical to allowing him to shape us 

• Let this be your story, “And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s 
hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to do.” 


