
A Guiding Light 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Introduction 

• Magi Quest 
o One of the things that my family looks forward to on Christmas Break is a trip to 

Great Wolf Lodge in Sandusky, OH 
o Great Wolf Lodge is an indoor water park, which makes it perfect for a winter 

activity 
o We literally can spend hours going down slides, floating around the lazy river, 

tackling obstacle courses, and playing basketball in the pool. 
o When we want to take a break from playing in the pool, we take part in a 

scavenger hunt called Magi Quest 
o Each participant is considered a Magi. Based on your ability to solve clues and 

find the necessary pieces for each hunt, you can grow in levels as a Magi. 
o This Magi Quest utilizes all three floors in this large hotel resort 

▪ The first time we played, we waited until the last day, right before we 
were ready to leave 

▪ At this point, we were already tired from 3 days of swimming, so going up 
and down stairs and trying to find clues was a little too much 

▪ Now we have learned to pace ourselves and take part in the hunt 
throughout our time and break up our pool time 

o Our kids have been at this Magi Quest for two years now 
▪ Each time we go to Great Wolf Lodge, we think we have seen every 

square inch of this resort, but the Magi Quest challenges us to discover 
things that we have never noticed. 

▪ Some of the discoveries are in plain sight, while others take a little more 
savvy to figure out. 

• This Christmas we want to focus on the theme of Quest or Journey 
o As you may know, Mary and Joseph had to go on a journey from Galilee to 

Bethlehem, and then once Jesus was born they had to move around several 
times to escape the threat of certain kings 

o Shepherds came by night to make the journey to see the Newborn King 
o And of course there were Wise Men, or Magi (Greek) who followed the star to 

worship Jesus. 

• Christmas is a journey that most of us have been on many times 
o In fact it may be so familiar to you, that you have the tendency to take it for 

granted and miss something new, something in plain sight, something that God 
wants to show you. 

o You are going to find, if you pay attention!, that almost everything we do 
throughout the Christmas season is going to be based on this journey to see 
Jesus. 

o For the next two weeks we are going to look at the Wise Men, or Magi (Greek) 



o As we look at these individuals there are at least two important pieces to their 
journey to see Jesus 

▪ A Star that became their guiding light 
▪ Their treasures that they carried to offer to Jesus 

o Challenge you to think about: 
▪ What is guiding you this Christmas? (Today’s Focus) 
▪ What are the heavy loads that you might be carrying on your journey? 

(Next Week’s Focus) 
o Just like in Magi Quest, as more clues are discovered, our Magi level increases. In 

this case of Christmas, the more we take in the clues that God has for our 
journey, the greater our level of discipleship will increase and we will become 
more aware of the presence of God. 

 
Spiritual Seekers- Backgroud on Wise Men 

• Matthew 2:1 
o Clue # 1 “after Jesus was born” 

▪ More than likely, the Wise Men were not led to the manger scene we are 
often accustom to picturing them, especially in our nativity 

▪ We also typically think of three Wise Men, however there could have 
been 2 or 22.  

▪ Three is associated with the number of gifts that they brought to Jesus, 
not necessary the number of Wise Men that were present. 

▪ Have I totally messed up your family nativity set?! I told you that we were 
on a journey to discover new things about the Christmas story! 

o Clue # 2“From the east” 
▪ There were three parts to the Wise Men’s journey 

• The first was the journey to Jerusalem  
o We can’t be sure as to where they started their journey 
o The ESV Study Bible suggests the possibility of Babylon, 

which would have been an 800 mile trip (approximately 40 
day journey) to Jerusalem.1  

• The second part of their journey was a 6 mile trip from Jerusalem 
to Judea where Bethlehem is located.2  

• The third part of their journey was from Bethlehem back to their 
original starting point. We know from verse 12 that they took a 
different route back home due to the threat of King Herod. 

• Matthew 2:2 
o Looking for king of the Jews- a title Herod had claimed, but the Wise Men are 

suggesting that there is another king 
o Saw a star 

▪ Wise Men were not necessarily Jews 

 
1 ESV Study Bible. Wheaton: Crossway Bibles, 2008. Pg. 1822. 
2 Ibid. pg. 1822. 



▪ They were astrologers who also were familiar with culture and Jewish 
faith 

▪ Spiritual seekers with the awareness or curiosity that something 
supernatural must be taking place from heaven to earth 

o Come to worship 
▪ Without fully appreciating the Messianic prophecy as the Jews were, the 

Wise Men knew enough that whatever this star was guiding them, it was 
important enough to worship what was at the final destination. 

▪ They came with no other motive except to worship 

• Application to our journey 
o Spiritual seekers- no other agenda 
o “Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord” 
o Don’t get lost in the season, focus on what is most important, let God have 

control/guide you! 
 
Beware of the Obstacle of Fear 

• Matthew 2:3-4 
o Jesus’ birth was not joyful news for everyone! Some were afraid! 

▪ Herod 

• Fear of losing position and influence 

• Defense was to kill anyone who threatened him, even family 
▪ Chief Priests and Scribes 

• Saw Jesus as a threat 

• Claimed to be God 

• Wanted him crucified 
▪ Mary and Joseph 

• Unplanned pregnancy not due to irresponsible 

• Virgin birth; an act of God 

• Instead of running away or fighting, they turned to faith 

• Matthew 2:5-6 
o In order to interpret the meaning of the star, the scribes had to turn to scripture 
o The Wise Men understood that something divine was taking place on earth, 

however it was Micah 5:2 that revealed the interpretation of the upcoming 
events. 

o Micah 5:2 
▪ Scripture revealed that a Messiah would shepherd the people 
▪ Micah 5:4 (ESV), “And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the 

strength of the Lord in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.” 
▪ According to Jesus’ own words, he considered himself to be a shepherd 

• Fear can become an obstacle on our journey 
o Fear to flee (Joseph) or fight (Herod) 
o However, the Shepherd can serve as our guide to give us faith 
o Psalm 23 



o The star that the Wise Men followed served as a guiding light to the Shepherd 

• We don’t usually recognize light until it is dark 
o Example of hiking the Grand Canyon at night 

▪ To catch a beautiful sunset; hike into the canyon about 4 miles to a place 
called Indian Gardens 

▪ Plateau that looks over the Colorado River 
▪ Once the sun sets it is complete dark 
▪ However, if you take in this opportunity during a full moon, it becomes so 

bright that you don’t even need a flashlight to hike! Even the stars are 
bright enough to guide your path 

• We all encounter dark spots, obstacles to our journey 
o Fears 
o Temptations 
o Anger 
o Hurt or Pain 

• Let the guiding light of the shepherd lead you to faith instead of fear 
o Mary and Joseph had legitimate reasons to be afraid 
o Joseph could have walked away quietly from Mary 
o Mary could have run to the shelter of Elizabeth 
o But instead, they all turned to faith to guide them to their true destination 

• God’s Word provides us with the interpretation we need to trust God’s work in our lives 
o We can either trust his word or we can live in fear 
o Fear will never get us to the right destination  

• Let the guiding light of the shepherd lead you to faith instead of fear 
 
Light of the World 

• How many of you have ever said, “The Sun sure is bright today?” 
o Have you ever thought about how ridiculous that statement is? 
o Is their ever a time that the Sun is not bright? 
o According to space.com, “The visible part of the sun is about 10,000 degrees 

Fahrenheit (5,500 degrees Celsius), while temperatures in the core reach more 
than 27 million F (15 million C), driven by nuclear reactions. One would need to 
explode 100 billion tons of dynamite every second to match the energy 
produced by the sun, according to NASA.”3 

o I’m pretty sure there is never a question as to whether the Sun is bright or not! 
o Remember that the Sun is actually a star that gives light to the Universe 

• The Wise Men followed the star as a guiding light to Jesus, and yet what we learn from 
the Gospel of John is that Jesus is the Light 

o John 1:5-6 (ESV), “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

 
3 Earth’s Sun: Facts About the Sun’s Age, Size and History. Charles Q. Choi. www.space.com. November 14, 2017. 
Accessed November 27, 2019. 

http://www.space.com/


o John 3:21 (ESV), “But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

o There is never a time that the Light of Jesus is not shining bright! 
▪ It’s always there to guide us 
▪ It’s always there to remind us of God’s power 
▪ It’s always there to give us life 

• What is not always so evident is whether we are reflecting the Light of Jesus to the 
world. 

o Matthew 5:14-16 (ESV), “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who 
is in heaven.” 

▪ We use this verse as the guiding light of the vision of our church 
▪ “Making Christ the Center: Life, Relationships, Service” 
▪ This is who we are supposed to be as a church and what we are supposed 

to be about 
o The Light of Christ shines even brighter when you and I reflect the SON! 

• The journey of the Wise Men to reflect the SON 
o Began with a star in the sky: something divine must be happening on earth 
o They came to Jerusalem as seekers 
o The Word of God interpreted for them what the star was really all about 
o King Herod’s fear could have deterred them from their main objective, but they 

kept focused on what their purpose was 
o And when the star led them to Jesus, they worshipped him! 

 
Conclusion 

• Can I encourage you to be on a Magi Quest this Christmas? 
o It doesn’t matter what level you are on in your journey with God 
o God isn’t keeping score, however God does call us to grow in our faith 
o Don’t get lost in the season, focus on what is most important, let the Shepherd 

guide you 

• Remember the approach of the Magi or Wise Men 
o They were seekers 
o They didn’t allow the obstacle of fear to keep them from faith 
o As the light guided them, they reflected the light of Jesus through their response 

of worship! 

• If we approach Christmas like the Wise Men, who knows what path God will take us on, 
but it will lead us to Jesus 

o And what we see when we reach that destination will exceed all our 
expectations! 

o What is guiding you this Christmas? 

• May it be the light of the Son of God! 


