
 

 

Present in Fire 
Daniel 3 

 
Introduction 

• When is the last time that you sat around a campfire and made s’mores? 

• Usually s’mores follow hotdogs 

• They aren’t an essential meal, but more of a comfort food 

• A s’more is a chocolate Hershey bar and a marshmallow sandwiched between 
two Graham crackers 

• It’s more than just the taste of the s’more that makes it worth while, it is the 
experience of making your own unique dessert. 

• There’s an art to making s’mores 

• You have to get the marshmallow just right or you will either melt the 
marshmallow into a messy goo or burn it to a crisp 

• You’ve probably witnessed a kid who got excited when they stuck a 
marshmallow in the fire, only to have it become a little fireball that they then 
proceeded to wave in the open air in hopes that the flame would go out. All the 
while, everyone is trying to dodge the fireball and grab the kid! 

• But with a little practice that marshmallow can become the perfect paste that 
brings the Graham cracker and chocolate together. 

• Our faith is like that marshmallow  

• It takes time to work out our faith in such a way that it doesn’t become a messy 
goo or a burnt charcoal that can not be useful 

• But instead becomes the paste that holds everything in our life together. 

• Sometimes it takes a crisis, a difficult decision, or a pandemic to refine our faith 
and test our will 

• If we allow God to work through us, our faith can hold us together. 

• Sermon Series: “Where is God?” 

• After several weeks of living in quarantine, you may feel as though your faith 
resembles a marshmallow that has been in the fire too long! 

• Uncertain future 

• When will life get back to normal? 

• Where is God? 

• Each week we’ve been trying to address that very question through the 
examples of biblical characters who went through similar experiences. 

• Abraham, Moses, Isaiah 



 

 

• Today, we will look at three individuals who had an experience together, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

• Ironically, the experience all three of these men went through was literally a 
fiery furnace that would test their faith 

• Messy goo? 

• Burnt Charcoal? 

• OR, a testimony to the presence of God? 

• One phrase to sum up this entire series: God’s absence is the opportunity for us 
to bear witness to God’s presence as we trust in God’s promises. 

• Guiding principles 

• We may feel forsaken, but God has not abandoned us 

• We find God through obedience 

• We find God when we cultivate our relationship with him especially when we 
feel his absence. 

• What we will find through the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego is that 
God is present even in the fire! 

 
Take a Stand Against the Grain 

• Daniel 3 

• Time period is same from last week: Exile 

• Jews removed from their land due to their sin 

• Marked by the absence of God’s presence, God’s protection removed 

• Prophets sent to remind the people of their calling, in hopes that they would 
repent and be restored. 

• In the Book of Daniel 4 characters stand out 

• Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

• While the nation as a whole seemed to turn their back on God, there appears to 
be a few who refused to allow the Exile to turn their faith to a messy goo or 
hardened charcoal. 

• When the Babylonians ransacked the Jews, they captured young men who they 
thought had the most potential to be laborers and warriors 

• Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego met that criteria 

• Chapter 1 tells us that they were put through a 3 year training regiment that 
included education and a specific diet 



 

 

• The idea was to indoctrinate them into Babylonian culture which was a pagan 
culture that went directly against their Jewish faith. 

• This becomes apparent in Chapter 3 when King Nebuchadnezzar constructs an 
image of gold that measures approximately 90 feet in height and 9 feet in width. 
The king commands that everyone bow down and worship this golden image. 

• If we are going to work out our faith to the point that it holds our life together, then 
at some point we are going to have to take a stand 

• You’ve probably heard the phrase, “If you can’t stand the heat, then get out of 
the kitchen!” 

• When life throws its curveballs we have to determine whether we are going to 
take a stand of faith or succumb to the temptation of the moment. 

• Working out of faith is not a means for us to find a comfortable resting spot 
where our faith makes us feel good but never challenges us 

• Faith is only good if it can stand up to the most challenging of circumstances 

• Daniel 3:7 tells us that when the people heard the sound of the instruments, they 
all bowed down and worshipped the golden image 

• This would have included the Jews 

• Exodus 20:3&5 (ESV), “You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God.” 

• Now the consequences of not bowing down to the image were severe. King 
Nebuchadnezzar ordered anyone who did not bow down to the image to be 
thrown into the fiery furnace. 

• You could argue that fear was a motive for worshipping the image, however 
could faith take a stand when the heat was turned up? 

• That is the question we all must ask ourselves 

• This scene resembles another scene from the Book of Exodus 

• Exodus 32 

• God delivered the people out of Egypt 

• Moses went up on Mount Sinai to meet with God 

• Apparently Moses’ meeting with God took longer than what the people were 
willing to wait, so they asked Aaron to build for them a golden image that they 
could worship. 

• Like a messy marshmallow that has remained in the fire too long- their faith was 
useless 

• How many of us when the fire gets hot, our faith turns into a messy goo? 

• Instead of trusting God, we give into the fear around us 



 

 

• Instead of taking a stand, we conform to our surroundings  

• If we are going to work out our faith to the point that it holds our life together, then 
at some point we are going to have to take a stand 

 
Take Your Focus Away from Possible Outcomes and Put Your Trust In God’s Promises 

• Not everyone gave into the king’s command 

• Daniel 3:12 a few of the king’s men inform him, “There are certain Jews whom 
you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. These men, O king , pay no attention to you; they do 
not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 

• An important detail is that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were appointed by 
the king to serve in important positions throughout the province of Babylon. 

• Daniel 1 explains that when these 3 men were put through the Babylonian 
training regiment they refused the king’s diet because the food had been used as 
sacrifices for idol worship. 

• Instead of eating the king’s diet the men choose to trust the promises of God and 
eat a vegetable diet 

• Daniel 1:15 (ESV), “At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in 
appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the king’s food.” Daniel 
1:20 (ESV), “And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the 
king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 
enchanters that were in all his kingdom.  

• Now faced with the consequences of a fiery furnace the men again defy the 
orders of the king and place their trust in God’s promises. 

• When our faith is challenged there are always consequences to weigh 

• Normally, we make decisions based on the possible outcome or consequences 
of our decisions 

• Every decision has either a positive or negative consequence 

• Unfortunately, we often forfeit God’s best because we aren’t willing to take the 
necessary stand for our faith 

• It may cost us something to take a stand 

• BUT it if we don’t take a stand it could also cost us God’s will for our life 

• Example from last week: We often miss God’s presence because we are only 
looking for him under our terms and conditions 

• Just because God doesn’t answer every prayer doesn’t mean that God is not 
present 



 

 

• Just because every situation doesn’t provide a comfortable outcome doesn’t 
mean we should hide our faith 

• If we are going to work out our faith to the point that it holds our life together, then 
at some point we are going to have to take a stand and as we take that stand we 
may need to take our focus off the possible outcomes and put our trust in God’s 
promises. 

• This becomes a pivotal moment in the story 

• Daniel 3:15-18 

• They believed that their God is more than capable of delivering them, but they 
also acknowledged that God may choose not to deliver them. 

• The possible outcome did not determine their decision. It was their allegiance to 
God that determined their decision. 

• If we are going to work out our faith to the point that it holds our life together, then 
at some point we are going to have to take a stand and as we take that stand we 
may need to take our focus off the possible outcomes and put our trust in God’s 
promises. 

 
Even in the Fire, God’s presence can be seen in your life 

• Scripture speaks for itself 

• The king’s fury intensified 

• He commands that the three men be thrown into the fiery furnace  

• Furnace was heated 7 times hotter 

• The heat was so intense that it instantly killed the men who bound the Jews. 

• Daniel 3:24-25 

• Unbound  

• Not hurt 

• 4 men instead of 3 

• Even in the fire, God’s presence can be seen in our life! 

• Think about the stand that these men took 

• Think about the possible consequences 

• Despite the risk, these men trusted the promises of God-even if God didn’t 
deliver them! 

• Isaiah 43:2 (ESV), “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you 
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.” 

• Daniel 3:27b (ESV), “gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any 
power over the bodies of those men.” 

• The men could have exercised a faith that was a messy goo and not take a stand 

• They could have weighted the consequences and decided it wasn’t worth it 



 

 

• Instead they placed their trust in God’s promises and God showed up in the fire! 

• Sometimes it takes a crisis, a difficult decision, or a pandemic to refine our faith and 
test our will 

• If we allow God to work through us, our faith can hold us together. 

• What happens a lot of time is that we never experience the true value and 
power of faith because we aren’t willing to take the stand. 

• The King’s Decree 

• Daniel 3:28-20 

• Worship of God 

• Acknowledged the sacrifice: set aside their bodies to serve and worship 

• Promoted in the province of Babylon 

• This is the opportunity that God is providing for us through this time. 
 
Conclusion 

• Where is God? 

• Guiding Principles 

• We may feel forsaken, but God has not abandoned us- Time of Exile God was 
still present 

• Find God in obedience- Willing to serve even if God wouldn’t rescue 

• Find God as we cultivate our relationship with God even when God seems 
absent- The refusal to eat the king’s diet: God gave them skill in all literature 
and wisdom (Daniel 1:17) 

• If these are the guiding principles in our life we can walk through anything! We 
will bear witness to God’s presence as we trust in God’s promises. 

• Is your faith a messy goo (weak) or like burnt charcoal (a hardened heart)?  

• OR, is your faith the perfect paste that sticks to your life and holds it together? 

• Even in the fire, God’s presence can be seen in your life. Take advantage of this 
time to work out your faith so that it holds your life together by taking a stand and 
focusing on God’s promises.  


